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This photo shows a member (center) of teamLab posing at the two-year-long exhibition of teamLab, at the teamLab planets in Tokyo. Collective teamLab, known internationally for their innovative ‘digital art’
that combines projections, sound and carefully designed spaces to create immersive experiences, launched the teamLab Planets in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

In this file photo Christie’s employees pose in front of a paint-
ing entitled Salvator Mundi by Italian polymath Leonardo da
Vinci at a photocall at Christie’s auction house in central
London. — AFP

The Louvre Abu Dhabi said yesterday it will unveil its
most prized acquisition on September 18 — a very
rare painting attributed to Leonardo da Vinci that was

bought for a record $450 million last year. The “Salvator
Mundi”, a portrait of Jesus Christ painted in 1500, was the
only one of the fewer than 20 paintings believed to be the
work of the famed Renaissance Old Master still in private
hands when it went under the hammer at Christie’s in
November. It was only six years ago that it was declared
authentic after long being dismissed as a copy by one of
Da Vinci’s students.

“Lost and hidden for so long in private hands, Leonardo

Da Vinci’s masterpiece is now our gift to the world,” the
chairman of Abu Dhabi’s Department of Culture and
Tourism, Mohamed Khalifa al-Mubarak, said in a statement
announcing the public unveiling. The Louvre Abu Dhabi
has kept tight-lipped over the identity of the painting’s
buyer, saying only that the emirate’s Department of Culture
and Tourism had “acquired” it. 

Last December, the New York Times identified the buy-
er as an obscure member of the Saudi royal family, Prince
Badr bin Abdullah.  The Wall Street Journal later reported
Bin Abdullah was acting on behalf of Saudi Arabia’s power-
ful crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman. He has never

confirmed or denied the report.  Prince Badr saw his
stature rise this month, when he was appointed to head the
kingdom’s culture ministry in a government shakeup. Asked
by AFP whether the buyer himself would be present for the
unveiling, the museum said only that “representatives from
Abu Dhabi will welcome the world to the unveiling of the
painting”. Saudi Arabia and the neighboring United Arab
Emirates are very close allies who are both engaged mili-
tarily in the war against rebels in Yemen, and diplomatically
and economically against Gulf rival Qatar.— AFP

Louvre Abu Dhabi sets Da 
Vinci unveiling for September

S
treet artist Banksy has confirmed that he “blitzed”
Paris with a dozen murals as a tribute to the May
1968 uprising, taking aim at the French govern-
ment’s hard line on migrants in some of them.

Stencilled images in the style of the mysterious British
graffiti star began appearing on walls across the French
capital last week. All were unsigned, leaving a lingering
doubt that they might have been by an imitator. But late
Monday the Bristol-based artist posted his latest two
Paris murals on Instagram-neither of which had yet been
found by his fans. “Fifty years since the uprising in Paris
1968. The birthplace of modern stencil art,” he quipped
under a self-portrait as a masked rat carrying a utility
knife that he uses to cut out his stencils.

Cheekily he sprayed it on the back of a road sign
outside the Pompidou center modern art gallery, which
houses Europe’s biggest collection of contemporary art.
Banksy took on the rat as his avatar-a symbol of the vil-
ified and downtrodden-in hommage to the Paris street
artist Blek le Rat, who started out in 1986 when a gener-
al strike by students and workers brought France to a
halt.  The movement produced an explosion of street art
and ingenious graffiti slogans, some of which have
become legendary. Banksy sprayed another rat wearing
a Minnie Mouse bow under the caption “May 1968”
near the Sorbonne university over the weekend, one of
the centers of the uprising, which was read as a wry
take on the decline of French revolutionary spirit.

Mural defaced 
The Disneyland Paris theme park just outside Paris is

now one of the French capital’s biggest employers. The
artist, known for his sharp political and social commen-
tary, made headlines Sunday with another Paris mural of
a refugee child covering up a swastika sprayed over the
patch of pavement on which she was sleeping. Placing it
right next to a former refugee centre closed down in
March by the French government was seen as an attack

on President Emmanuel Macron’s crackdown on
migrants.

Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo, who set up the centre, was
quick to hail the mural. “Sometimes an image is worth a
thousand words. Humanity and pragmatism rather than
populism,” she tweeted in a dig at Macron, who had
argued the shelter was making Paris a magnet for
migrants. In his first clandestine “blitz” of the French
capital, Banksy also created a image of girl huddled in
mourning in a fire exit next to the Bataclan concert hall,
where 90 people were massacred by jihadist gunmen in
November 2015. His final stencil-which he posted to his
Instagram account on Monday evening-shows a genteel

old rat couple out for a walk along the River Seine near
the Eiffel Tower.

Banksy’s work has sold for more than $1 million at
auction, and fans have already covered some of the new
Paris works with Plexiglass to protect them.  However,
his mural of the migrant girl was defaced with blue spray
paint late on Sunday after news of its discovery spread
on social media. Many believe Banksy to be musician
Robert Del Naja, a 52-year-old member of the Bristol-
based trip hop trio Massive Attack. The band are play-
ing the French city of Lyon on Sunday. — AFP

Banksy’s Paris street art ‘blitz’
a tribute to rebels of 1968

A boy looks at a recent artwork by street artist Banksy in Paris. — AFP photos

A man  walks past a recent artwork by street artist
Banksy in Paris.

A man takes a photograph of a recent artwork by street
artist Banksy in Paris.

A man walks past a recent artwork by street artist Banksy
in Paris.


