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By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Kuwait and Greece need to establish more
trade and investment between each other in order to
balance the value of trade between them, Ambassador
of Greece to Kuwait Andreas Papadakis said yesterday. 

The trade value currently favors Greece, according
to Papadakis, explaining that Greece can only send
products and services to the Kuwaiti market, but there
are no goods coming from Kuwait to Greece. “Kuwait
has oil exports, but Greece does not receive those
products,” he told a press conference yesterday, “We
have other sources for oil, and hopefully we can bal-
ance the trade in other forms.” In the meantime,
Ambassador Papadakis said that Greece benefited
greatly from the annual vacation season in Kuwait,
which he descried as the ‘annual summer exodus of
people from Kuwait during summer’. “I thank Kuwaitis
for choosing our country to be their vacation destina-
tion,” he said. “We have increasing visitors of different
nationalities traveling from Kuwait.”

The ambassador was speaking during an event to
promote the ‘Peach Garden’ project, which takes place
for the third year in a row in Kuwait, and this year with
the presence and support of the Greek embassy. The
project promotes fresh peaches that are produced in
Greece, and allows producers to meet with industry
decision makers to further boost trade relations
between both countries. The 2018 version of the proj-
ect was launched in a press conference in presence of
Papadakis, representatives from the Greek Association
of Imathia’s Agricultural Cooperatives Producers’
Organization, Iordanis Kiratllidis and Lujain Al-Khaldi -
dietitian at Calories Control, Kuwait media representa-
tives and Novacert Ltd. 

Promotional activities
By next month, the Greek Association of Imathia’s

Agricultural Cooperatives Producers’ Organization will be
organizing several promotional activities in about 20 loca-
tions aimed to communicate the authenticity of Greek
fresh peaches to Kuwait’s residents. Activities include free
tasting of fresh products, and many more. “Kuwait is our
new market, and we are trying our best to get through
new partners,” Ambassador Papadakis said. “We have the
chance to promote our products here. We are launching
several promotional activities by next month. Peach from
Greece are of high quality and we try to preserve that
reputation.”

During the press conference, the speakers shed light on
the importance of this project in tying up business rela-
tions with Kuwait while providing an unparalleled oppor-
tunity to Kuwaiti importers to diversify their offerings to
consumers. It also provided an insight for a nutrition angle
on the importance of the goldstone fruit to maintain a
healthy lifestyle system. ‘Peach Garden’ is a European
project promoting and increasing the marketing value of
Greek fresh peaches in markets in the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and Kuwait. It was established in cooperation with
European Union and Greek Ministry of Rural
Development and Food, and the Greek Association of
Imathia’s Agricultural Cooperatives Producers
Organizations as a result of the many Greek agriculture
cooperatives that are active in the fresh produce sector.
The main purpose of this project has to do mainly with the
wide recognition and presentation of Greek fresh peaches
in these targeted countries. The participating companies
come from a province of Greece which represents the vast
majority of production from the peaches and general
stone fruits.

More importantly, the project for Kuwait enlists a

series of promotional actions that have to do mainly with
product sampling in supermarkets, event presentation, as
well public relations that include business missions from
Greece to the targeted countries, and visits to production
units in Greece.

One of the projects’ main priorities is to better inform,
introduce and increase daily consumption of fresh fruits
from Greece while also develop and increase their qualita-
tive value. To the same extent, the high priority of ‘Peach
Garden’ is that Greek fresh fruits can obtain a high market

share and can create a competitive advantage in the most
populated area across Europe due to their premium quality.

All companies represented in ‘Peach Garden’ are spe-
cialized to some extent in the export of all kinds of fresh
fruits. The participating companies of this European proj-
ect, under the legal form of Greek Association of Imathia’s
Agricultural Cooperatives Producers Organizations, con-
sist of the following: Coop Mesi, Venus Growers, AC
Meliki, AC Neos Aliakmon, ACN Naousa, ASOP Episkopi,
AC Episkopi, ASEPOP Naousa.

Ambassador grateful for increased
vacationers from Kuwait to Greece

Greek’s ‘Peach Garden’ promotes fresh peaches in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Andreas Papadakis, Ambassador of Greece to Kuwait (center), poses with other officials. 
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KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
recently visited patients hospitalized at Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Hospital to congratulate them on the advent of
Eid Al-Fitr. The trip came as part of the bank’s social
responsibility activities and in collaboration with

Hawally governorate. In this regard, CBK assistant
manager for public relations and publicity Amani Al-
Wer’a stressed that CBK was always keen on promot-
ing the concept of social responsibility and on bringing
joy to patients on such occasions.

Commercial Bank staff visit 
patients at Mubarak Hospital

Minister underlines
congenial youth
environment

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri
stressed yesterday interest in creating

an encouraging atmosphere for young
people and offering them developed
services. This interest comes at the
behest of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, instructing that due care be
given to young people, empowering
them and involving them in decision-
making, Jabri, who doubles as
Minister of Information, said in a
press statement after the 13th meeting

of the Public Authority for Sports.
The authority’s strategic executive

plan for 2018-2019, which involves 52
youth-bearing programs, projects and
activities, were endorsed during the
meeting, he added. These activities
mainly aim at building technical and
institutional capabilities, and develop-
ing and promoting young leaders’
participation in public affairs, the
minister pointed out. —KUNA


