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By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The government has approved a proposal sub-
mitted by the parliament’s legislation affairs committee
that calls for merging the central agency for stateless resi-
dents with the Interior Ministry, well-informed sources
said. Following this approval, the parliament is set to vote
on the proposal by the beginning of the next parliamen-
tary term in October, the
sources added.

Further, the sources
explained that Saleh Al-
Fadhalah, the current acting
president of the agency, might
be substituted since he was
initially appointed to serve for
five years before his tenure
was extended to two more
years which expired last
November. The sources added
that unlike Fadhalah, his suc-
cessor would likely be given the ‘secretary general’ title.

The central agency for stateless residents was estab-
lished nearly a decade ago with the goal of finding a solu-
tion to the decades-old problems of Kuwait’s community
of stateless residents, or ‘bedoons’, which numbers
between 120,000 and as high as 150,000 according to
international reports’ estimations. Bedoons demand citi-
zenship as well as civil and social rights they are deprived
from given their illegal residence status, but the govern-
ment argues that only 34,000 qualify for consideration.
The rest are considered Arabs or descendants of Arab
people who deliberately disposed of their original pass-
ports after coming to Kuwait to seek citizenship in the oil-
rich country.

The government says that the agency has helped pro-
vide many privileges to stateless residents, such as resi-
dencies valid for five years for family members in addition
to free educational and health services, provided that the
applicants seek to legalize their status first. 

Despite a reportedly increasing number of people who
legalized their status over the years, it still pales in com-
parison to tens of thousands who possess official 1965
census documents which the government deems key for
naturalization claims. Furthermore, security concerns sur-
rounding a large number of bedoons greatly narrows the
list of those eligible for citizenship.

The work of the central agency has received a lot of
criticisms over the years, including from lawmakers who
believe that it has not lived up to its duties as it was sup-
posed to provide a final solution within five years from its
establishment. Furthermore, the two sides have butted

heads multiple times over the years regarding the topic of
setting a specific limit for how many stateless residents can
be naturalized a year.

Established in 2010, the central agency was given a
five-year ultimatum to sort out the bedoons’ community
and find those who meet conditions of naturalization,
including residents whose bedouin ancestors failed to reg-
ister for citizenship following Kuwait’s independence in

1961. The agency adopted meas-
ures within a year after its cre-
ation to grant stateless residents
numerous rights such as obtain-
ing marriage, birth and death
certificates as well as driving
licenses. But all measures failed
to provide significant improve-
ment in living conditions or cut
unemployment rates among
bedoons, prompting several
protests in the past few years
which saw hundreds of stateless

men arrested for illegal gathering.

Fake passports
Iraqi authorities have arrested two Iraqi nationals holding

fake Kuwaiti passports which they used in travelling to Turkey
via Iran, Iraq’s borders authority announced yesterday. The
suspects, who were arrested in Istanbul and returned to Iraq,
had left from Irbil to Iran using their Iraqi passports, which
they then destroyed and used the fake Kuwaiti passports to
go to Turkey, the authority explained in a statement.

Report denied
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of

State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh strongly denied
reports claiming that she was referred to the permanent
investigation committee at the ministers’ court on charges
of failure to implement a court order concerning Sabahiya
Co-operative Society’s board of directors. Stressing full
adherence to the law, Sabeeh explained that court rulings
operate in gradual litigations steps which she intends to
follow thoroughly. Furthermore, she stressed that she
would fully respect any final rulings made by the court.
Sabeeh is reportedly accused of failure to implement a
court order that overturned her decision to dissolve the
Sabahiya Co-operative Society’s board of directors, the
plaintiffs’ lawyer Mohammad Al-Ansari said.

Violating companies
Minister of Public Works and Minister of State for

Municipal Affairs Hosam Al-Roumi plans to form a special
committee to investigate the contracts signed between

Kuwait Municipality and cleaning companies, due to viola-
tions reportedly committed by some of those companies.
In this regard, parliamentary sources said that, with the

help of some municipality managers, some cleaning com-
panies had violated the contracts signed with them in
terms of the number of workers deployed in each area. 
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EPA to launch
public awareness
campaigns
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority (EPA)
announced launching public environmental awareness
campaigns during the summer at various malls and
beaches around the country. The campaigns would
focus on protecting the environment and natural
resources for future generations, EPA explained. In this
regard, EPA’s public relations and media manager
Shiekhah Al-Ibrahim said that the campaigns’ activities
include field activities and lectures about the environ-
ment law and the penalties it includes. Furthermore,
Ibrahim added that special brochures and publications

explaining the importance of environment protection
would be distributed. 

Duo sentenced
The Criminal Court yesterday sentenced two citizens

to two years in prison each and  a bail to suspend the
verdict in the case of promoting the speech of former
MP Musallam Al-Barrak. 

Cereal recalled
The supreme committee for food safety recommended

during a recent meeting recalling Kellogg’s Honey Smacks
cereals from local markets, pending tests at Ministry of
Health labs to make sure they were Salmonella-free and
decide whether they were safe of human consumption, sec-
retary general Adel Al-Suwaitt announced. The committee
also urged the imported food department at the Public
Authority for Food and Nutrition to apply strict control
over the aforementioned product, namely with 15.3 and 23
oz. packages  produced on June 14, 2018 and holding
expiry date on June 14, 2019, Sowaitt added.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality
Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi
announced that the municipality’s
safety committee approved a propos-
al to cancel the mandatory insurance
deposit paid when issuing private
residence construction licenses, which
citizens are required to obtain in
order to build their houses in govern-
ment-home areas.

Speaking after a meeting with
committee members, Manfouhi
explained that the municipality had
conducted a field study which
showed that paying the limited KD
250 insurance requires a lot of com-
plicated transactions that need to be
processed with other state depart-
ments, whereas the contractor
already pays insurance for the con-
tract he is executing. “This step is
made to put an end to bureaucracy
and reduce the paperwork needed,”
Manfouhi underlined. 

On another concern, Manfouhi
said that the committee decided to
amend the bank guarantees contrac-
tors pay in executing private, invest-
ment and commercial  residence
projects, in addition to government
projects and co-op societies’ proj-
ects. The guarantee was changed to
become one percent of the con-
tract’s value for projects costing
over KD 1 million.

E-passports
The Interior Ministry’s relations

and security media department
warned citizens that new electronic
passports (e-passports) would be
damaged in case the old ones are sta-
pled to them, urging nationals to
avoid this practice that could impede
passengers’ crossing e-gates at vari-
ous airports around the world. 

Fodders fire under control
Firefighters controlled a fire that

broke out in tons of fodders at the
western Salmi road, Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) said yes-
terday. Flames spread over an area

estimated at around 1,000 meters,
KFSD’s public relations department
said in a statement, adding that the
wind’s speed contributed to the spread
of the fire in more than one place.

Firefighting teams tackled the
blaze and used bulldozers to cut off
the spreading flames. One firefighter
was injured in the eye and was taken
for treatment in Al-Jahra hospital, the
statement adds. KFSD pointed out
that the operations center received a
message at 3:55 p.m. of a fire two
kilometers into Al-Salmi road.
Firefighting teams were directed from
Jahra, Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, Mishref
and KFSD supporting units. 

Conflict zones fertile
ground for terrorist
groups: Kuwait
RABAT: Kuwait has raised alarm about the grave ramifica-
tions of wars and conflicts on international security and
stability. Wars and conflicts are fertile ground for rogue
groups, Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for
Development and International Cooperation Ambassador
Nasser Al-Subeeh warned in a speech at the Regional
meeting of the Political Directors of the Global Coalition to
defeat the so-called Islamic State (IS) group, kicked off
Tuesday in the Moroccan city of Skhirat.

He urged the coalition members to join efforts to
confront these organizations, especially in the Syrian
and Iraqi areas, by providing the necessary support for
the development of these areas and the ‘eradication of
terrorism’.

In this regard, he lauded the contributions of the coali-
tion member states at the Kuwait-hosted International
Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq. He expressed
the hope that these contributions would be translated into
projects and services, to help restore stability and not to
allow terrorists to use people’s sufferings to recruit mili-

tants and promote militancy. He highlighted the interna-
tional community moves to deal with the return of foreign
fighters to home countries.

Subeeh pointed out that Kuwait was tackling the file
of returnees from judiciary and security angles. Kuwait
also gather as much information as possible about any
returnee in cooperation with friendly countries, the
International Criminal Police Organization and the rele-
vant committees of the United Nations and the Security
Council, he said.  He unveiled that Kuwait would host
late this year, in coordination with the United Nations,
the special international meeting “Review of the Madrid
Guidelines”, which focus on the mechanism of dealing
with foreign terrorist returnees.  He reiterating Kuwait’s
eagerness to contribute any effort to retain security and
achieve international peace.

Subeeh said that Kuwait is one of the active countries
in the anti-IS coalition.  He reaffirmed Kuwait’s commit-
ment to implementing guiding principles adopted at the
ministerial meeting of the coalition in Kuwait on February
13. The anti-IS coalition meeting, which brought together a
select group of the coalition member countries, was an
opportunity for coalition partners to discuss the next steps
to ensure a lasting defeat of the IS, as well as ways to
speed up the collective approach to combat the global
ambitions of this terrorist group.  It tackles priorities for
the coalition’s multiple lines of action, notably stabilization,
foreign terrorist combatants, counter-terrorism funding
and anti-radicalization messages. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi chairs a meet-
ing for the municipality’s safety committee.

KUWAIT: The headquarters building of the central agency for stateless residents.


