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Child kidnap rumors spark 
5 more Indian mob attacks

Separated families must be 
reunited, US judge orders 86 Rockets that are pushing

boundaries of space travel
Swedes thrash Mexico
3-0; both book last 1615 27

National Assembly approves a
deficit budget, winds up term

Two MPs file to grill PM, debate next term
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: In a hectic day yesterday, the National
Assembly passed a deficit budget, debated the state’s
financial status then Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
declared the term closed. Before that, two opposition
MPs filed to grill the prime minister but it will be debat-
ed at the start of the next term in October. The state
budget for 2018/2019 fiscal year, which began April 1,
projects the shortfall at KD 6.4 billion before adding
around KD 1.5 billion which will be taken from revenues
and transferred to the next generation’s fund.

Revenues are estimated at KD 15.1 billion, 12 percent
higher than estimates last year, with oil income project-
ed at KD 13.3 billion or 88 percent of total public rev-
enues. Oil income is calculated at $50 a barrel with a
daily output of 2.8 million barrels. Oil revenues are
expected to be higher at the end of the year because
market oil prices are much higher now and Kuwaiti
production is expected to rise after the recent OPEC
deal to ease output cuts and pump more.

Expenditures are estimated at KD 21.5 billion,
around KD 1.7 billion higher than projections last fiscal
year. Around 18 percent of spending is slated for devel-
opment projects. The state budget was debated in a
secret session along with the discussion of the financial
status of the country. Ghanem came out of the session
and said that the Assembly approved the state budget
for 2018/2019 and also the final accounts of 2016/2017

despite a recommendation by the budgets committee to
reject the accounts.

During the budget debate, MPs accused the govern-
ment of squandering public funds and not forging a
cohesive policy on reforms. After debating infrastruc-
ture services at Sabah Al-Ahmad area in the south of
the country, Ghanem declared the Assembly’s current
term closed and said that the next term will start in
October. But before the final day closed, opposition
MPs Mohammad Al-Mutair and Shuaib Al-Muwaizri
filed to grill Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah on a variety of charges including sending
activists to jail and illegally revoking the citizenship of
opponents. Ghanem said the grilling will be listed on
the agenda of the first session next term in October.

In their grilling, the two lawmakers charged the
prime minister of not applying the law on corrupt peo-
ple especially the so-called bank deposits scandal in
which 13 MPs were charged of accepting huge bribes
for political reasons. They accused the government of
adopting a double-standard policy while dealing with
political cases as it sent dozens of activists to court and
jail for tweets deemed a threat to national security but
failed to do the same with influential people who com-
mitted more serious crimes. They also charged the gov-
ernment of revoking the citizenship of opponents for
political reasons and for violating the constitution by
arresting and sending to jail MPs breaching their par-
liamentary immunity.

KUWAIT: Kuwait lawmakers exchange greetings at the end of the session. The National Assembly passed a deficit
budget yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

DUBAI: Bahrain’s dinar recovered from
17-year lows and its bond prices
rebounded yesterday after the coun-
try’s diplomatic allies in the Gulf
pledged to prevent its ballooning public
debt from triggering a financial crisis.
Bankers said the pledge of aid to
Bahrain by Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Kuwait eased fears
that Manama might be unable to
redeem a $750 million Islamic bond
that will mature in November. “It’s time
to buy Bahrain,” Barclays said in an
analyst report, predicting the aid pledge
would ease international investors’ wor-

ries about the country’s solvency.
However, the cost of insuring

Bahrain’s debt against default remained
high yesterday, suggesting many
investors were still skeptical about the
country’s ability to stabilize its finances
over the long term without repeated
injections of aid. The dinar bounced to
0.37850 against the US dollar in early
spot market trade. On Tuesday, it had
dropped as low as 0.38261, moving
away from its official peg of 0.37608
as hedge funds dumped Bahraini
bonds.
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Bahrain’s dinar, bonds rebound;
GCC promise to avert debt crisis

JOS, Nigeria: More than 200 people were
killed in violence against farming communities
last weekend in Plateau state, central Nigeria,
according to a speech by the governor pub-
lished yesterday. Simon Lalong said after a
closed-door meeting with President
Muhammadu Buhari in the state capital Jos on
Tuesday night that the clashes had left “the
painful loss of over 200 people”. The police,
who blame suspected cattle herders, have
said 86 people were killed. 

However, multiple local sources from the
communities affected maintained more than
100 people died. The main association repre-
senting the largely nomadic herders has

denied its community had any involvement in
the killings and said its members had been
repeatedly targeted for months. The violence-
an apparent reprisal after ethnic Berom farm-
ers allegedly killed five Fulani-is the latest
bout in months of bloodletting in Nigeria’s
so-called “Middle Belt”. 

The clashes are rooted in tensions over
access to land between the pastoral herders
and sedentary farmers but have generated
sectarian friction between Muslims and
Christians. Lalong suggested “criminal ele-
ments” were exacerbating hostilities, includ-
ing “conflict merchants” involved in “cattle
rustling, theft, banditry, gun running” and oth-
er crimes. Both he and Buhari have also
warned about politicizing the conflict or giv-
ing it a religious dimension.

Buhari came to power in 2015 on a prom-
ise to curb insecurity across the country, in
particular Boko Haram, whose Islamist insur-
gency has killed at least 20,000 since 2009.
But a resurgence of violence in the long-run-

ning conflict between herders and farmers
has put that under scrutiny as elections
approach in February next year. Analysts pre-
dict the extent of the unrest could eclipse that
of the jihadists in the northeast.

Lalong said the latest attacks in Plateau
were carried out with “sophisticated
weapons” that were “reflective of a terrorist
invasion”. “It (the bloodshed) therefore
demands a justified response like that which
was undertaken to address the Boko Haram
insurgency,” he added.  Lawmakers earlier
this month threatened Buhari with impeach-
ment because his security chiefs had repeat-
edly failed to protect lives and property.  

The 75-year-old leader on Tuesday said
he would “continue to pressurize members of
the law enforcement agencies directly under
me by the constitution as the commander-in-
chief”. He also said it was an “injustice” to
imply he was doing nothing because he was
also Fulani and Muslim. 
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Over 200 killed as 
violence erupts in 
central Nigeria

BEIRUT: Bombardment by pro-government forces
forced four medical centers out of service overnight in
rebel-held southwestern Syria as a Russian-backed
offensive gathered pace, a medical relief group said
yesterday. President Bashar Al-Assad has already driven
rebels out of all areas near the capital Damascus this
year and aims to restore control over rebel-held areas at
the borders with Jordan and the Israeli-occupied Golan
Heights. The United Nations says the 10-day-old offen-
sive has uprooted at least 45,000 civilians. Its humani-
tarian coordination agency OCHA said “indiscriminate
strikes against civilian infrastructure continue to charac-
terize the conflict”. 

Government forces are thrusting into rebel areas with
Russian support, despite warnings from Washington
which brokered a “de-escalation” deal with Moscow for
southwestern Syria last year. Washington had warned
Assad of serious repercussions, but there has been no
sign of action to stop him. Warplanes hit the towns of
Dael and Saida for the first time since the assault began,
opposition activists said. The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said the offensive had killed 47 people so
far. UOSSM, a medical charity that operates in the area,
put the death toll at 68.

The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) said it was “concerned about the safety of tens
of thousands of civilians caught in the line of fire or flee-
ing violence in the southern governorate of Deraa”.
Northeast of Deraa, the pro-government forces cap-
tured three more villages yesterday, a military media
service run by Assad’s ally Hezbollah reported, after 
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KAZAN, Russia: Supporters of the German national football react at a public viewing
event at the Fanmeile in Berlin to watch the Russia 2018 World Cup Group F football
match between South Korea and Germany where the reigning world champions
were defeated 0-2  yesterday. — AFP (See Page 28) 

Germany crash out of World Cup


