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SAINT PETERSBURG: Russia coach Stanislav
Cherchesov says the World Cup hosts have figured out
a way to rein in Egypt’s striker Mohamed Salah today
in Saint Petersburg. The 26-year-old has scored 44
goals in a sensational first season for Liverpool and is
keen to make his debut after missing the Pharaohs’ 1-0
opening game loss to Uruguay with a shoulder injury.

Salah’s name has been creeping into conversations
often since Russia’s 5-0 thumping of Saudi Arabia in
the tournament curtainraiser.
But Cherchesov said he was
not particularly concerned.
“We know how to play
against him,” the Russia
coach said. “We are ready to
stop Salah and we will.

“The level he will be play-
ing at only he and his coach
knows but we have a mission
and we will accomplish the
mission,” Cherchesov said. “I
trust in my team, I believe in
my players and I will give you a simple answer: we are
ready to do this and we will do this.” 

The bold promise highlights a new swagger that had
been missing from the host nation’s team for much of
the past year. Russia’s convincing win over the Saudis
was preceded by a seven-match winless streak and a
spate of injuries that wiped out almost the entire defen-
cive line.

But the men in red are now on the cusp of making
their first knockout stage of a World Cup in post-Soviet

history. The achievement would be a huge relief for
both players and Russians who worried about being
humiliated on the world’s biggest sporting stage.

Standing in their way could be Salah, but his avail-
ability has been a headache for Egypt ever since he
injured his shoulder during a tussle with Real Madrid’s
Sergio Ramos during the Champions League final last
month. Ramos was accused of deliberately hurting
Salah and it has been suggested opponents could tar-

get him again, particularly if
his shoulder is not fully
healed. 

“I saw only that Ramos
was holding the cup,”
Cherchesov said. “He did not
do this on purpose, this is a
contact sport, and as I
understand it nobody injures
people from other teams on
purpose.  “Salah will get bet-
ter and bring happiness to
fans of Egypt. Players like

him only make tournaments better.”
Meanwhile, Russia’s early success has seen the num-

ber of Russians who say they will follow football rise
from 52 percent to 64 percent, according to one poll.
Russia’s veteran goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev said he
would rather focus on winning than any particular
opposing player.

“Would I prefer to see Salah play or not? I do not
even know how to respond,” said Akinfeev. “I would
prefer to see my team win.” — AFP
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MOSCOW: This combination of pictures created on June 17, 2018 shows Russia’s coach Stanislav
Cherchesov at the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow (L) and Egypt’s coach Hector Raul Cuper at the
Ekaterinburg Arena in Ekaterinburg. Russia will play Egypt in their Russia 2018 World Cup Group A foot-
ball match at the Saint Petersburg Stadium in Saint Petersburg today. — AFP

MOSCOW: A former cleaner and a ex-hotel electri-
cian will occupy the two technical areas when
Morocco face Portugal in a World Cup Group B
match tomorrow. Morocco coach Herve Renard and
his Portugal counterpart Fernando Santos have taken
something of a back route into coaching before
enjoying huge success, albeit away from the bright
lights of the big European leagues.

Renard, whose side lost their opening match 1-0
to Iran, experienced the bitter side of football before
landing his first senior role as coach of Zambia 10
years ago. At the age of 15, he had a trial at Cannes,
giving him hope of becoming a top-level profession-
al before reality set in.

“As soon as I was confronted by top players, I
realised that I was not that good,” he said. After
ending up as what he described as an “average third
tier player”, Renard set up a cleaning business which
involved collecting rubbish in the middle of the night. 

“I often remember those years when I got up at
three in the morning to go and clean buildings,” he
said. “It helps keep all this in perspective.” Refusing
to give up entirely on football, he began coaching
amateur sides and got a breakthrough when globe-
trotting compatriot Claude Le Roy spotted Renard
and invited him to become his assistant. He has not
looked back since.

Always sporting a “lucky” white shirt, Renard led
Zambia to their first-ever African Nations Cup title
in 2012 and repeated the feat with Ivory Coast three
years later before taking Morocco to their first
World Cup for 20 years.

Santos, meanwhile, told Reuters in an interview
last year that he owed his career to a chance
acquaintance at a seaside hotel. In the latter years of
his solid but unremarkable playing career, Santos, a
qualified electrical engineer, began working in a
hotel as chief technician and eventually took on the
role full-time.

He had no intention of continuing in football until
his employer, who was also president of second-tier
Estoril, invited Santos to coach the team on an inter-
im basis. “Instead of six months, I stayed for six
years and we went up to the first division,” he said.

By the time he was sacked, he had his foot in the
door and went on to coach all three of Portugal’s
major clubs-Benfica, Sporting and Porto - before
taking Greece to the last World Cup. The highlight,
however, came when he led Portugal to their first-
ever major title at Euro 2016.

Like Renard, he said that his humble beginnings
has enabled him to keep things in perspective. That
mindset is unlikely to change as Portugal seek their
first win in Russia after they were held to a 3-3 draw
by Spain in their opening match, hailed as one of the
best in the competition’s 88-year history. —Reuters

Former cleaner 
and ex-electrician 
face off at WCup MEXICO CITY: Between the orgy accusations and the

drug-trafficking charges facing their veteran star,
Mexico have had their share of distractions heading into
their World Cup opener against Germany on Sunday.

The headaches started last year when the US
Treasury Department accused El Tri’s longtime captain,
Rafael Marquez, of being a “front person” for an interna-
tional drug-trafficking organization. And they got worse
on June 5, when gossip magazine TVNotas reported that
nine members of Mexico’s World Cup squad had an all-
night party with a group of 30 prostitutes after their
farewell home match that weekend.

The Mexican Football Federation decided against
punishing the players, because “they have not missed
training” and “a free day is a free day,” in the words of
general secretary Guillermo Cantu. But the public con-
demnation and online mockery have been blistering.

“The federation doesn’t have to punish the party-boy
players. The public and private ridicule will be more than
enough,” sports journalist David Faitelson of ESPN

wrote on Twitter. As the scandal swirled, midfielder
Hector Herrera asked for a leave of absence from train-
ing in Denmark to travel to Portugal, where he is based,
and tend to “personal matters,” according to media
reports.

Trying to calm the storm, star str iker Javier
“Chicharito” Hernandez posted a video online that he
said proved the team “didn’t do anything bad”-though
he admitted, “I don’t think we’d do it again.”

The controversy echoes similar scandals around the
team in recent years. In September 2010, Mexico players
had an all-night party in their hotel with unidentified
women after a friendly. On that occasion, the federation
fined 11 players and slapped six-month suspensions on
defender Efrain Juarez and forward Carlos Vela.

In June 2011, before a trip to Argentina for the Copa
America, Mexican players hired sex workers in a hotel in
Quito, Ecuador. They were fined and suspended from the
team for half a year. The latest chapter has particularly
outraged some die-hard fans, who worry the scandal will
distract the team going into their high-stakes opening
match against the world champions.

“The scandal will affect the family life of those
involved, their relationships with their teammates and
their performance at the World Cup,” said Mexican
writer Juan Villoro in a scathing newspaper column enti-
tled “Locker-room anthropology.”

Other fans take the view that in football, as in love, it
is best to forgive and forget. “I’m with my Mexico, just
like during every World Cup,” said Alfonso Avila, a 37-

year-old fan. “I hope when the team starts delivering
results that all those people who criticized them aren’t
going to try to jump on the bandwagon.”

So will El Tri be distracted by the noise? AFP asked
veterans of the Mexican national team to weigh in. “I
think it will distract them, and I think a lot of the players
will have family problems,” said Manuel Negrete, a
member of Mexico’s 1986 World Cup squad.

“They need to be extremely concentrated on the one-
on-one against Germany.” But there is nothing new in
footballers behaving badly, said 89-year-old Antonio
“Tota” Carbajal, a five-time World Cup veteran.

“This isn’t the first team to go through this. I went
through it myself,” he said, recalling an incident from the
1966 World Cup in England, when two players snuck out
of training camp to go to a bar-and coach Ignacio
Trelles followed them to drag them back. This year’s
squad “did a stupid thing, you can’t deny it,” he said.
“But these things unite the team.”

The bigger problem may be longtime leader
Marquez’s legal woes. Marquez, who was the team cap-
tain for years, is playing in his fifth World Cup, and
coach Juan Carlos Osorio says he is counting on his
leadership. But the 39-year-old arrives in Russia under
the cloud of an ongoing drug trafficking investigation
that cost him sponsors and forced him to take a nearly
three-month break from football last year to focus on his
legal defense. “He’s a guy whose leadership will be very
necessary at the World Cup,” said former national team
member Joaquin Beltran. —AFP
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KUWAIT: Ooredoo and Leo Messi have
teamed up once again in a lively new
campaign which shows how much fun can
be had off the pitch when you dive into a
digital world.  In a series of immersive
videos, viewers are shown a playful side
to Leo Messi, Bader Al-Mutawa and local
social media influencers as they share a
series of unexpected moments.

The integrated “Enjoy the Internet”
campaign features Ooredoo’s global
brand ambassador and one of the world’s
top football stars, Leo Messi, alongside
social media influencers from key markets
across Ooredoo’s global footprint.  In a
series of unexpected and highly share-
able moments they bring alive a few of
the many ways in which people have fun,
socialise, shop and express themselves
online. The global campaign is made up
of localised TVCs, digital content and
out-of-home placements. The campaign
is set to run across Ooredoo’s markets in
the Middle East, North Africa and
Southeast Asia.  It will run on internation-
al TV and digital channels and will be live
from June until August.

The Ooredoo family has come togeth-
er with Messi to create this unique cam-
paign, representative of each of
Ooredoo’s markets and showing just a
few of the ways that the company’s

world-class networks help people to
experience the digital world and have fun
online. In this playful and lively cam-
paign,Messi and the featured influencers
have helped bring alivethe power of the
Ooredoo network and the variety of
share-worthy, digital content available.  

In the campaign, Messi and social
media influencers from key Ooredoo mar-
kets become the internet content that
they are enjoying on Ooredoo’s network.
This unique content is tailored in individ-
ual TVCs to include local references for
each of Ooredoo’s markets to ensure
maximum relevance for the audience in
those specific markets.

Representing the MENA and
Southeast Asian countries in which
Ooredoo operates, social media celebri-
ties include Bader Al-Mutawa from
Kuwait, Madjid Bougherra from Algeria,
Ahmed Khalil Al Khaldi from Qatar,
Mohammed Al-Araimi from Oman,
Ahmed Athif from Maldives and Zenn
Kyifrom Myanmar.

The campaign reinforces Ooredoo’s
brand promise to enrich people’s digital
lives and highlights the key role that it
plays in enabling people to better enjoy
the Internet through its world-class net-
works and incredible, share-worthy con-
tent. Messi has been global brand ambas-

sador for Ooredoo since 2013, supporting
the company’s vision of enriching peo-
ple’s lives around the world. Messi is the
star forward for FC Barcelona and
Argentina’s National Team. He is widely
recognised as the world’s greatest foot-
ball player.  He holds five FIFA
BallonsD’or and is the only player in foot-
ball history to have won four of these
consecutively. 

Ooredoo launched its first-ever global
campaign with Messi, Simply Do
Wonders, during the 2014 World Cup,

which showcased the skills and aspira-
tions of young people around the world.
In a follow up to this award-winning
campaign, a second campaign, Together
We Do Wonders, was launched in 2016
highlighting the possibilities that technol-
ogy can bring about.  As the company’s
global brand ambassador Messi has also
hosted special football training sessions
for young people in Doha, and made
dreams come true by meeting inspiring
youth from countries across Ooredoo’s
global footprint. 

Messi and Bader Al-Mutawa kick off new ‘Enjoy 
the Internet’ campaign with Ooredoo


