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Japanese monk Akinobu Tatsumi hits the gong at his family’s Buddhist temple in
Kagamimachi, Kumamoto prefecture. — AFP photos

Japanese monk Akinobu Tatsumi holds his praying beads
after hitting the gong at his family’s Buddhist temple.

UNHCR special envoy Angelina Jolie speaks during a news conference in the
Domiz refugee camp in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region.

This handout picture released by the UNHCR, shows Special Envoy Angelina
Jolie meeting Falak, 8, during a visit to West Mosul. — AFP photos

File photo shows festival goers gather during the first day of the music festival Pinkpop, at
Landgraaf. — AFP

Japanese tatami maker Hatsuko Inazumi (left) listens in her house to monk Akinobu
Tatsumi performing a prayer with reading sutra before a Buddhist altar.

At a remote temple in Japan cradled by a crois-
sant-shaped mountain range, Akinobu Tatsumi
leads a rare double life-as a Buddhist monk who

preaches about DJing. The amateur enthusiast has
been dabbling in hip hop since he was a teenager and
makes clandestine recordings of his own ambient
music while his temple, located in deepest Kyushu,
western Japan, sleeps. After keeping his nocturnal
hobby a secret from fellow priests for years, the 38-
year-old Tatsumi now gives record-spinning tips to his
ageing temple-goers. “It’s true a monk does usually
del iver a regular sermon,” Tatsumi told AFP at
Syousanji temple.  “When I first began playing the
grannies music and showing them how to scratch, they

did look a little bemused. “Around here people call me
the funky monk,” the wannabe DJ added in an inter-
view after chanting a sutra.

Tatsumi isn’t your typical Buddhist monk. He has long
hair, tied in a ponytail, and fancies himself as a human
beat box-a genre also steeped in hip hop culture. “I was
influenced by hip hop-I started listening to Run-DMC
and Public Enemy,” said Tatsumi, nimbly sidestepping the
issue of rap music’s explicit lyrics. “I got into beat boxing
in that way. I used to practice on the edge of a cliff,
where there was a lovely echo.” Tatsumi’s digression from
Buddhist writings to scratch sermons was fraught with
risk-he also says he kept his monastic life hidden from
night-time venues he played at. “I didn’t tell other priests

about my music but also hid the fact I was a priest from
bars and clubs,” he said.

Disco tummy 
While the likes of Calvin Harris or the Chemical

Brothers have little to fear from his recreational activities,
Tatsumi’s love affair with music began very early-before
he was even born, he claims. “My mother used to hold a
speaker to her tummy and play me classical music or 70s
disco,” he said. “Later when I discovered those records
and played them, I felt I had heard them before, which
was weird.” Tatsumi takes care not to anger his fellow
priests, using headphones when he mixes his music-
which combines electro and dub step with Buddhist

chanting-to avoid getting into trouble. Even when he was
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis four years ago, Tatsumi
persisted with his hobby, making music from his hospital
bed. “I used to use the beep-beep of the heart monitors
to make club music,” said Tatsumi, who now walks with a
cane. The one-time skateboarding monk believes his ill-
ness has brought him closer to his fellow devotees. “I
suddenly felt a connection with the aged and temple-
goers who were suffering from illness or injury,” he said.
“These days I get on famously with the old folks!”—AFP

Holy rap! ‘Funky’ Japan monk gets grannies in a spin

Hollywood star Angelina Jolie called
Sunday for a larger focus on conflict pre-
vention rather than responding to its

repercussions, during a visit to Iraq with the
UN refugee agency.  “I hope that we can find
the strength to find a better way forward
together: so that we move into a new era of
preventing conflict and reducing instability,
rather than simply struggling to deal with its
consequences,” Jolie told a news conference at
the Domiz refugee camp in Iraq’s autonomous
Kurdistan region. It was Jolie’s third visit to the
camp as UNHCR special envoy, after previous
visits in 2012 and 2016. The Domiz camp
opened in 2011 and is home to 40,000 Syrian
refugees who fled the seven-year civil war
across the border. “When UNHCR’s Syria
response was only 50 percent funded last year,

and this year it is only 17 percent funded, there
are terrible human consequences,” Jolie said.

“We should be under no illusion about this,”
she added. Late last month, the UN made an
“urgent and critical” appeal for donations to its
main budget for Syrian refugees after contri-
butions pledged in April failed to trickle in.
“When there is not even the bare minimum of
aid, refugee families cannot receive adequate
medical treatment, women and girls are left
vulnerable to sexual violence, many children
cannot go to school, and we squander the
opportunity of being able to invest in refugees
so that they can acquire new skills and support
their families,” she said.

Her visit coincided with the third day of
Eid Al-Fitr celebrations marking the end of
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. On

Saturday, Jolie visited western Mosul, held by
Islamic State jihadists for nearly three years
until they were pushed out by Iraqi forces last
summer. During her visit, she walked through
Mosul’s destroyed Old City, met with dis-
placed families and spoke about reconstruc-
tion. “This is the worst devastation I have seen
in all my years with UNHCR,” Jolie said. “It is
deeply upsetting that people who have
endured unparalleled brutality have so little as
they try, somehow, to rebuild the lives they
once had.” The visit marked Jolie’s 61st mis-
sion-and fifth to Iraq-with the UN refugee
agency since 2001. — AFP

In Iraq, Angelina Jolie calls
for focus on conflict prevention

Beaten up, raped and repeatedly
impregnated by her father for more
than a decade - a young woman’s

fight for justice in the face of threats,
oppression and sexism in war-torn
Afghanistan was a story filmmaker Sahra
Mani had to tell. Her documentary, “A
Thousand Girls Like Me”, tells the story of
Khatera and her mission to put her father
on trial for raping and assaulting her for 13
years, during which she aborted a series of
pregnancies. Khatera finally gave birth to
two of her father’s children - to use as proof

in court.  “She stood against all odds.
Everybody blamed her, everybody called
her names, everybody told her she was
bringing shame to the family, to the coun-
try,” Mani said of Khatera, now 26, who
goes by one name in the film. “I had to do
this, to give an example to women ... it does
not matter who breaks the rules - father,
brother, neighbor, husband, loved one - they
have to speak up.”

Khatera, who now lives in France with
her fiance and two children, became the first
Afghan woman to bring a case of incest to
court despite threats from her uncles and
brothers and judges who labeled her a liar.
Her campaign resulted in a rare conviction
in 2015 that used DNA evidence - unheard
of in a country where women can rarely
pursue justice for themselves. “I found out

that there were many, many women in
Afghanistan like her, victims of rape and
incest, which are taboo subjects.  There was
a silence and I wanted to break it,” Mani,
35, said ahead of the film’s screening in New
York City today. The 76-minute film, shown
at the Sheffield Doc Fest last week, shines a
light on Afghanistan’s broken judicial system
that often incriminates women instead of
helping them. Afghanistan is one of the most
dangerous countries to be a woman or girl. 

Research indicates more than eight in 10
women have been sexually, physically or
psychologically abused, but only a few
thousand cases are reported each year.
Campaigners say women’s complaints are
rarely handled properly, and in some cases
police assault or even rape women who
come for help. When women do report
abuse or are arrested themselves, they find
themselves at the mercy of a male-dominat-
ed judicial system shaped by sharia, or
Islamic, law.  Khatera’s case was no differ-
ent. “The judge accused me of lying, but I
have the proof in my belly,” says Khatera in
a section of the film shot in 2014, when she
was pregnant with her father’s second child.
Mani first came across Khatera earlier that
year when she appeared on national televi-
sion to tell her story - a turning point that
resulted in support pouring in from activists
and fellow victims.

The filmmaker, who grew up in Iran as an
Afghan refugee before leaving to study cin-
ema in Britain, then tracked the young
woman’s battle for justice through the
courts.  She now hopes to screen the film in
Afghanistan next month. “I’m not optimistic
but I have to do it,” she said. “I want to tell
rape victims, you are not dirty, do not be
ashamed of yourself. Go speak up and take
back your honor.” — Reuters

Avan slammed into pedestrians near a
Dutch campsite at a huge music fes-
tival yesterday, killing one person

and seriously injuring three others just
hours after headline act Bruno Mars
wowed tens of thousands of fans. The four
people were hit around 4:00 am yesterday
by the van which then fled the scene, only
hours after the end of the three-day
Pinkpop Festival in the southern town of
Landgraaf, near the German border. A 34-
year-old man from Heerlen later gave him-
self up, phoning the police to say he was
the driver and was arrested in Amsterdam,
police told reporters, adding the white van
had also been found.

“We are looking at all possible
motives,” said public prosecutor, Daniele
Weymar, adding that they were also inves-
tigating whether the incident was an
attack, but stressing it was only “one of the
scenarios” being looked at. The dead man
was identified as a 35-year-old from the
southeastern town of Heerlen, close to the
festival site. Two men, one aged 30 and
another 26, and a 23-year-old woman,
remain “very critically ill” in hospital,
police said. Police cordoned off the section
of the road while an investigation is under
way, and a police helicopter was deployed
to take aerial shots of the crash site.—AFP

Hey, Google, order a large pizza! Alexa, I
need vitamins! Voice shopping using smart
speakers and smartphone apps is starting to

gain traction among consumers, opening up a
new “conversational commerce” channel and
potentially disrupting the retail sector.

Devices such as Amazon’s Alexa-powered
speakers and Google Home, which use  artificial
intelligence to respond to voice commands, are
offering new choices to consumers who are
looking for more convenient ways to order
goods and services. Voice shopping is expected
to jump to $40 billion annually in 2022 in the
United States, from $2 billion today, according to
a survey this year by OC&C Strategy
Consultants. “People are liking the convenience

and natural interaction of using voice,” said
Victoria Petrock of the research firm eMarketer.
“Computing in general is moving more toward
voice interface because the technology is more
affordable, and people are responding well
because they don’t have to type.”

A recent eMarketer survey found 36 percent
of US consumers liked the idea of using a home-
based assistant like Amazon Echo for making a
purchase. Amazon’s devices, which hit the mar-
ket in 2015, were designed in large part to help
boost sales, and Google Home was launched a
year later.  The use of smart speakers has
expanded the possibilities available through
smartphone chatbots or text-based systems
including those from Facebook and Apple.

Exponential growth 
“This is growing exponentially,” said Mark

Taylor, an executive vice president at consul-
tancy Capgemini and co-author of a study on
conversational commerce. “We’re getting very
used to asking Alexa or Google to do something
on our behalf, which makes it simple to switch
and say, ‘Hey Alexa, buy me dog food.’”
Capgemini research shows many consumers are
satisfied with voice interactions and that this is
growing for search and information as well as
for purchases and that this is likely to become a
“dominant” mode of consumer action within a
few years. “It’s becoming part of the fabric of
our lives,” Taylor said.

The most commonly shopped categories
through voice are groceries, entertainment, elec-
tronics and clothing, according to OC&C. For
now, Taylor said, most voice-based purchases
have been “low consideration goods” such as
items consumers have purchased before. But as
people grow comfortable with voice assistants
Taylor sees a  potential for growth in “higher con-
sideration” items including insurance or financial
services. An important element will be the tonality
and personality established by intelligent assis-
tants that will help companies establish an image
or brand. “People like to talk to human beings
because humans give insight and guidance, and
AI can do the same thing,” he said.—AFP

One dead, 3 hurt in Dutch
music fest hit-and-run

Film tracks first Afghan woman
to seek justice over incest
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Like ‘Star Trek’: Voice shopping seen as new frontier

Google Home and Amazon’s 
Alexa-powered speakers are 
battling in the emerging market
for voice-based shopping.


