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Mozambicans fleeing 
jihadists seek refuge 
on the resort islands
MACOMIA: Fatima Uaide stood in the shallow,
warm water of the Indian Ocean off the shore of
northern Mozambique, waiting for a ferry to a trop-
ical holiday island a few miles away.  But Fatima and
her five children were not travelling out of choice.
They abandoned their rice fields, livestock and sim-
ple existence in Nathuco village after it was target-
ed by jihadists who have left a trail of destruction
through the region in recent weeks. “I’m going to
Matemo. I left everything in the fields,” she said as
the water lapped her bare feet and her children
plucked small crabs from the soft sand. “It’s the rice
harvesting season but I’m going to lose everything.
We are going to starve-but it is best to escape to
save the lives of these children.” 

Thousands of villagers like her have fled their
homes in northern Mozambique for the safety of a
chain of nearby tourist islands after coming under
attack from a shadowy group that officials say is
made up of radical jihadists. More than 30 people
have been killed in similar attacks since last month
and many more injured-but no one knows how
many been displaced by the violence. Many of those
who have fled are forced to sleep rough. The more
fortunate among them have sought refuge with fam-
ily or been taken in by strangers elsewhere in the
majority-Muslim Cabo Delgado region. —AFP

GENEVA: Britain yesterday urged the UN Human
Rights Council to reform its treatment of Israel, joining
the United States in demanding an end to the body’s
alleged bias against the Jewish State.  Addressing the
opening of the 38th council session, British foreign
secretary Boris Johnson criticized the council’s con-
troversial Agenda Item 7, a permanent fixture on the
schedule exclusively devoted to discussing rights
abuses in the Palestinian Territories. 

“We share the view that the dedicated Agenda
Item 7 focused solely on Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories is disproportionate and damag-
ing to the cause of peace, and unless things change we
shall vote next year against all resolutions introduced
under Item 7,” Johnson said.  Israel is the only country
with a dedicated council
item. Washington, some
European countries and
Australia have sided with
Israel in condemning Item 7
as prejudiced, noting that
countries with arguably
worse rights records in
recent years, like Syria are
spared such intense scrutiny.  

While previous US admin-
istrations have criticized Item
7, President Donald Trump’s
government has raised the prospect of withdrawing
from the council unless it is scrapped. Johnson noted
however that the council had an important role to play
in “the Israeli-Palestinian conflict under the right
agenda item.” Each council session includes an agen-
da item on so-called country specific situations,
known as Agenda Item 4, where debates on the crises
in Syria, Burundi and others typically take place. 

Palestinian killed 
Meanwhile, a Palestinian was killed yesterday

when a part of Israel’s fortifications on the Gaza bor-
der blew up as he tampered with it, the Israeli mili-
tary said. The 24-year-old man’s death in northern
Gaza followed a more than two-month surge in ten-

sions along the frontier, where Israeli troops have
killed at least 125 Palestinians during sometimes vio-
lent mass demonstrations.  Residents said the man
killed in the blast was among a group of Palestinians
who approached the border fence, drawing fire from
soldiers on the other side. An Israeli military state-
ment described them as “five terrorists who tried to
sabotage the (border) security infrastructure”.

“The security infrastructure exploded, and as a
result of that, there were casualties among the ter-
rorists,” it said. Military spokesmen declined to elab-
orate on the blast  or say whether Israel  had
employed a new counter-measure against incursions.
Since its last war with Gaza’s dominant Hamas
Islamists in 2014, Israel has stepped up efforts to

prevent cross-border
attacks, improving rocket
interceptors and investing in
technologies for detecting
and destroying guerrilla tun-
nels. 

Faced with international
censure over its use of live
fire in the fence protests,
Israel says troops have been
holding off border breaches
and responding to gunmen
who tried to use civilians as

cover for attacks on them. There have been no seri-
ous Israeli casualties in the confrontations since the
so-called “Great March of Return” was launched on
March 30 to press for what Palestinians see as their
right to lands lost to Israel during the 1948 war of its
founding.  

Fire-starting kites
But incendiary materials flown in from Gaza by

kites or helium balloons have destroyed swathes
of farmland and forests, and kil led wildlife. In
what the military described as a response to the
blazes, Israeli jets struck nine Hamas targets in
northern Gaza on Monday. 

Sirens sounded in outlying Israeli areas and the

mil itary said three rockets had been launched
towards Israel i  terr i tory but one fe l l  short  in
Gaza.  “These are terrorist acts that endanger
Israel i  residents l iv ing in southern Israel  and
damage extensive areas in Israeli  territory,” a
military statement said of the kites and balloons.

There were no casualties in the air strikes or
rocket launches. Israel  has drafted in civi l ian
drone enthusiasts as army reservists, instructing
them to fly their remote-controlled aircraft into
the kites, an Israeli general said, but an effective

means  to  s top the  k i tes  has  yet  to  be found.
Around two million people live in Gaza, most of
them the descendants of refugees from what is
now Israel. 

The territory has been controlled by Hamas for
more than a decade, during which it has fought
three wars against Israel. Israel and Egypt main-
tain a blockade of the strip, citing security rea-
sons, which has caused an economic crisis and
collapse in living standards there over the past
decade. —Agencies
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GAZA: The brothers of Sabri Ahmed Abu Khader, mourn during his funeral in Gaza City yesterday. Sabri
was killed by Israeli fire near the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, the health ministry in the Hamas-ruled
territory said. —AFP

Toy guns banished 
as Iraqis celebrate 
peaceful Eid Al-Fitr 
MOSUL: It has long been a tradition in Iraq’s second
city Mosul for young boys to celebrate the Eid Al-
Fitr holiday by running riot with firecrackers or toy
guys-scaring their sisters and grandparents.  But
nearly a year after security forces reclaimed a devas-
tated city at the end of a brutal battle to dislodge the
Islamic State group, there is little tolerance even for
pretend warfare. During the three-year rule by the
jihadists, primary school mathematics often consisted
of counting bullets and grenades, while youngsters
were trained for frontline combat. 

So for the first time, 50-year-old widow Umm
Berqis refused to buy plastic guns for her four boys,
as she geared up to celebrate the end of the month-
long dawn to dusk Ramadan fast.  “Weapons have
destroyed our city and wounded our children,” she
told AFP.  “This year, there’s no question of buying
toy guns. We hate everything that reminds us of the
violence”. Her desire to reclaim innocence on behalf
of her children is shared by many others, including
35-year-old father Ali Moayed. “It’s not a good idea
(to buy toy guns) and anyway I haven’t found one in
my neighborhood this year”, he said.

‘Send a message’
Toy weapons and firecrackers are still for sale in

the historic Nabi Younes market. But one concerned
local is determined to remove all traces-by buying
up entire stocks of the offending items, ahead of par-

ents and children.  “I try to send a message to the
vendors, so they stop putting them on their stalls”, he
told AFP, preferring to remain anonymous. “I even
hope to obtain an official ban due to the enormous
harm guns inflict on children and society in general”,
he said.

It is a moral stand that has struck a chord with
Mosul’s imams.  During the Eid prayer early on
Friday morning, sermons across the city urged
traders to spread “joy” and “optimism” by selling

alternative gifts. Their message could not be clearer-
the violence is over for a population weary of war-
fare and free of the merciless IS yoke. This year, not
even celebratory firecrackers were heard in some of
Mosul’s districts, so keen were people to avoid trig-
gering memories of incessant shelling and machine
gun fire.  On one bank of the River Tigris, the pre-
dominant noise was that of children laughing and
crying-the cacophony of family picnics in parks
across the world. —AFP

MOSUL: Iraqi children play in the old city of Mosul near damaged buildings during the second day of Eid
Al-Fitr. —AFP

Erdogan, Ince 
square up for 
election fight
YALOVA: With a week to go to crucial Turkish
elections, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
his main rival Muharrem Ince are trading blows
in an unexpectedly bruising fight to win control
of the country. Erdogan prides himself on his for-
midable campaigning skills but Ince, a fiery ora-
tor from the left of the secular Republican
People’s Party (CHP), has shown he can match
the president’s famed charisma and rhetoric.  As
the clock ticks down to the June 24 polls, the pair
are holding several rallies daily, often visiting the
same key battleground town within days of each
other in what now appears to be the biggest bal-
lot box challenge of Erdogan’s career.  

This week they held competing rallies on
consecutive days in the town of Yalova on the
Sea of Marmara south of Istanbul, the port
where Ince was born and which he has repre-
sented as an MP in successive parliaments.
“Mr Muharrem is on his fourth parliamentary
mandate as a deputy for Yalova.  But what did
he bring to this town?” barked Erdogan on
Thursday, noting that his government had built
a university in Yalova. Holding a rally in the
same spot a day later, Ince hit back: “Erdogan,
you listen for two minutes! What did I bring to

Yalova? A candidate for the presidential elec-
tion, a candidate who is going to win!”

‘He hits back’
A former physics teacher, Ince is by no

means a complete contrast to Erdogan.  Like
the president, he comes from a relatively mod-
est background and likes to present himself as
the champion of people taking on the elite. In
the campaign, Ince surprised observers by
being unafraid to take the battle direct to
Erdogan, forcing the president onto the back
foot to the delight of the CHP faithful which had
grown used to successive electoral defeats.

While Erdogan is near certain to reap the
most votes in the first round of polls, many ana-
lysts believe he will win less than 50 percent,
forcing a run-off against Ince on July 8 where
the opposition candidate may be a formidable
rival. Ece, a student who came with her friends
to Ince’s Yalova meeting, said she was won over
by him, pointing to his affable sense of humor.
“He hits back and he is funny-we like him for
that.” “He is facing someone (Erdogan) who
criticizes his opponents with the toughest
words,” said Kadir Yolcu, a worker aged 30.
“Muharrem Ince has the right response.”

Ince does not mince his words in criticizing
what he says are the defects of Erdogan’s 15
year rule, pointing to a lack of freedom of
expression, weak judicial independence, high
inflation and his policy on Syrian refugees.  He
also shows no fear in tackling Erdogan on
issues that have become near taboo, notably

the past cooperation between his ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP) and the US
based preacher Fethullah Gulen who Ankara
blames for the 2016 failed coup and is now
public enemy number one.

‘Only an apprentice’ 
In the face of these attacks, Erdogan presents

himself as a leader of experience and a presence

on the international stage who has transformed
Turkey with his infrastructure projects, blasting
his rival as an “apprentice”.  “I am the command-
er in chief,” he declared. According to Emre
Erdogan, professor of political science at Bilgi
University in Istanbul, the president’s mastery of
the cut-and-thrust of political rhetoric has kept
him in power and propelled him to successive
election victories. —AFP

Strikes ordered 
in response to 
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ISTANBUL: Supporters of Turkey’s main opposition party presidential candidate Muharrem
Ince rally during a pre-election speech in Istanbul. —AFP

Bemba’s release 
adds to Congo’s 
political mix
KINSHASA: One of the world’s most unstable countries was
already struggling with a political crisis and nail-biting uncer-
tainty. A decision by a war crimes tribunal has now added to the
Democratic Republic of Congo’s explosive mix. By acquitting
ex-rebel and former vice president Jean-Pierre Bemba, the
International Criminal Court (ICC) may have opened the way for
one of DRC’s most controversial figures to weigh in on high-risk
presidential elections, now just months away.

Bemba, 55, has been provisionally released after the ICC
ruled he had had only limited control of his militia, blamed for
atrocities in the Central African Republic (CAR) more than 15
years ago. The ruling-on appeal-came some six weeks before a
deadline for entering candidates for the December 23 elections.
President Joseph Kabila, who has ruled since 2001, should have
stepped down at the end of 2016 at the end of his two-term con-
stitutional limit.  But his final mandate was extended by a year at
the cost of mass protests and bloody repression-and elections to
replace him were then postponed until the end of 2018. 

He has kept everyone guessing whether he intends to run
again, although Prime Minister Bruno Tshibala, drawn from the
ranks of the opposition, recently said in Montreal that he would
not stand again. Bemba-once a bitter rival of Kabila and whose
militia clashed with government forces-now has the possibility of
leaping back onto the political stage, say analysts. After his pro-
visional release, Bemba arrived in Belgium, the court said Friday,
where his wife and children are believed to be living. —AFP


