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BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel
yesterday faced a showdown within her con-
servative camp over the flashpoint issue of im-
migration that could threaten her political
future. After late-night talks Wednesday failed
to resolve the heated dispute, a parliamentary
session was suspended yesterday to allow the
rival camps to huddle for tense strategy meet-
ings. Merkel is facing a rebellion from her
hardline Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, who
demands that German border police be given
the right to turn back migrants without iden-
tity papers or who are already registered else-
where in the European Union.

The veteran chancellor fears that such a
move would be seen in the EU as Germany
going it alone and hurt over-burdened front-
line Mediterranean countries such as Italy and
Greece, and has urged a negotiated EU re-
sponse instead. Merkel, the longest-serving
EU leader, called immigration “a litmus test for
the future of Europe” on Wednesday-but the
issue has now rapidly turned into a test of
Merkel’s own grip on power at home.

The top-selling Bild daily argued that “if no
agreement is reached, Angela Merkel must
face a vote of confidence and every lawmaker
must decide ... Keep going with Merkel’s way
or face an adventure called fresh elections.”
Seehofer, from Bavaria state’s CSU party, has
long been harshly critical of Merkel’s decision
to open German borders in mid-2015 to a mass
influx of over one million asylum seekers since.

At the height of the crisis, tens of thousands
of people fleeing war and misery in Syria, Iraq
and other countries crossed the Austrian bor-
der into Germany per day in the Alpine state
of Bavaria. The mass arrivals, together with

some high-profile crimes committed by mi-
grants since, sparked the rise of the far-right
AfD party, which entered parliament last year,
upending German politics. As positions in
Merkel’s latest domestic battle hardened, the
CSU’s Bavarian state premier Markus Soeder
said that “in immigration, we must no longer
do things by halves”. “We must think about the
local population, not just the rest of Europe.”

‘Need action now’ 
Merkel’s CDU and the more conservative

CSU are traditional sister parties, but the
emotional immigration issue has opened a rift
between them that is deepening as the CSU
faces an electoral threat by the AfD in a state
poll in October. In sharp contrast to Merkel,
Seehofer has voiced open sympathies for
right-wing populist governments that are
tough on immigration, from Hungary to Austria
and Italy.

When Seehofer met Austrian Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz on Wednesday, Kurz an-
nounced that the interior ministers in Vienna,
Rome and Berlin had formed an “axis of the
willing” to combat illegal immigration. The
same day Seehofer boycotted Merkel’s “inte-
gration summit”, grouping volunteers and
agencies that support refugees, first citing a
calendar clash and then saying he objected to
the presence of a critical journalist there.

For Merkel, the row within her conservative
family is the worst crisis in her fourth-term
government, which took half a year to build
after the inconclusive elections last year and
also includes the centre-left Social Democrats
(SPD). After three-hour talks between Merkel
and Seehofer late Wednesday failed to resolve

the border control issue, a session in the Bun-
destag was halted yesterday so the CDU and
CSU camps could huddle separately, a highly
unusual step.

Merkel’s support on the border issue also
appears weak within her own CDU ranks, with
a Bild daily poll of MPs finding that just a
handful were willing to publicly back her on
the issue. One of the CDU lawmakers, Axel
Fischer, said that “we’ve been discussing this
topic since 2015. At some stage, we must
reach a decision, if necessary with a vote of
confidence.”

The CDU yesterday offered a compromise
to the CSU-giving border police the right to
immediately turn back migrants who have pre-
viously been denied asylum in Germany.
Merkel’s party also said Berlin should quickly
reach agreements with frontline states on re-
turning migrants there, with the goal of
“avoiding uncoordinated, unilateral steps at
the expense of third parties” in the EU. But
this approach did not appear to appease the
CSU, whose lawmaker Alexander Dobrindt re-
iterated that “we have told the CDU that we
see a need for action right now”. — AFP 

Merkel under heavy pressure in 
escalating row over immigration

‘In immigration, we must no longer do things by halves’

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for a meeting with her conservative Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) party’s leadership. — AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Claims that a drug-addicted
Brazilian woman was subjected to forced steril-
ization are sparking accusations of a nightmarish
“dystopia” in a country where a leading presi-
dential candidate has stirred controversy with
his own birth control proposals. The facts of the
case not under dispute are that Janaina Apare-
cida Quirino, an addict with numerous children,
had her tubes tied after a ruling by a judge in
Mococa, near Sao Paulo.

But according to a report in Folha de S Paulo
newspaper, the woman was homeless and the
procedure was performed without her consent.
By the time the judge’s ruling came to appeal at
a higher court, “the mutilation had already oc-
curred,” wrote the author of the report, the con-

stitutional law professor Oscar Vilhena Vieira.
One advocacy group, the Institute of Penal
Guarantees, said “Janaina K.  woke under the
custody of people she didn’t know, named in a
judicial case that she was not informed about.”

“It evoked Kafka’s ‘The Trial,’” the institute
said, referring to the hallucinatory novel about a
man prosecuted without even being told what he
is accused of having done. The judge, Djalma
Moreira Gomes, pushed back after Vieira’s article
came out last weekend, insisting that Quirino,
who had seven children, with one more on the
way, wanted to be sterilized. “The family set-up
was characterized by the parents’ drug depend-
encies..., physical violence against the children by
the current partner, and financial difficulties,” the
judge said in a statement, also denying that she
was ever homeless. According to Gomes, the
woman “fully expressed consciousness and
agreement with the sterilization.”

Eugenics or common sense? 
Crucial details of the case, even the dates, re-

main unclear. The judge’s order was dated Oc-
tober 2017, but the sterilization operation had to

wait until the woman had given birth a last time.
Prosecutors say she did agree to the operation
and some Brazilian media have published a
redacted copy of what they say is a consent form
signed back in 2015. 

However, officials said that a psychologist’s
report in which Quirino again gave the green
light is under seal and cannot now be verified. In
addition, the woman reportedly did not have a
lawyer, which, if true, would raise doubts over
the validity of anything she signed. Whatever the
truth, Quirino’s story is stirring angry debate. 

The leftist news site revistaforum.com.br said
the incident illustrates the “dystopia of life” in
Brazil. The Institute of Penal Guarantees noted
that “compulsory sterilization is eugenics.” “She
was treated as an object, a thing,” another legal
rights group, the Brazilian Association of
Lawyers for Democracy, said. But not everyone
is complaining.

Janaina Paschoal, a prominent lawyer famous
for her role in the 2016 impeachment case that
brought down then president Dilma Rousseff,
said sterilization was Quirino’s best hope. “Ac-
knowledging the difficulties around the topic, I

declare my support” for the judge, she tweeted.
“If I were the judge, I would have decided as he
decided. Someone has to look out for the chil-
dren!” The debate is unlikely to go away given
that a frontrunner in Brazil’s October presidential
election, hard-right former army officer Jair Bol-
sonaro, has previously called for limiting births
among the poor.

“Only birth control can save us from chaos,”
the congressman said in 2008, according to
Folha de S.Paulo. Bolsonaro has long cam-
paigned in Congress to loosen laws around ster-
ilization, for example by removing the
requirements for the person to be over 25 and to
have consent of their spouse. One of the candi-
date’s sons, Rio de Janeiro city councilor Carlos
Bolsonaro, made a video this week to defend his
father against “ridiculous” media assertions that
his promotion of sterilization targeted poor peo-
ple specifically. “Jair Bolsonaro has a bill to make
it easier to get tubal ligation or a vasectomy, be-
cause there are numerous bureaucratic hurdles
today,” he said. The presidential hopeful “wants
to give this opportunity so that people can have
family planning.” — AFP 
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