
Britain mourns victims 
of Grenfell fire tragedy
LONDON: Green scarves, white roses: the community surrounding
Grenfell Tower, the west London building ravaged by fire, united
around shared symbols yesterday as they held poignant commem-
orations for the tragedy that killed 71 people a year ago. Clutching
flowers and placards bearing images of their lost loved ones,
dozens of tearful survivors of Britain’s deadliest domestic fire since
World War II joined still-grieving relatives on an emotional walk
through the area.

The procession-accompanied by a portable speaker playing a
melancholic track on repeat-ended in the shadow of the burnt-out
block just before 12:54 am, the time the London Fire Brigade re-
ceived the first call about a fire in the tower. One by one, relatives
announced the names of the deceased accompanied by a flurry
from a bongo drum, before pinning their pictures at the “wall of
truth” — a section of the fencing around the tower featuring mes-
sages and candles.

After a short trumpet blast and as light rain began to fall, the
crowd assembled at the somber site then marked an eerie silence of
72 seconds-in memory of each of the people who perished, along
with a stillborn baby. “I saw everything from the start of that night
and I couldn’t sleep for three weeks,” recalled Farhiya Abdi, 42, a
mother-of-two who was among the first to arrive at Grenfell from

her nearby home as the fire spread. “When I closed my eyes I would
hear the screaming for help, see the children’s faces at the window
again. I saw people jump to their death,” she said earlier in the
evening, at a remembrance event on a closed-off nearby street. 

Organizers unveiled banners and t-shirts emblazoned with slo-
gans demanding justice, one of several such events taking place.
Nearly everybody wore a green scarf-the adopted color of the
tragedy-while the tower was illuminated in green, as was Prime Min-
ister Theresa May’s Downing Street office.

‘Time hasn’t done anything’ 
May told parliament on Wednesday that the “unimaginable

tragedy remains at the forefront of our minds”. In an interview with
Grenfell Speaks, a social media news channel, she admitted that the
immediate official response to the fire “wasn’t good enough... from
the beginning”. “I don’t know why it took so long,” she said.

The local community is still traumatized by the tragedy. “I thought
time would’ve healed us but time hasn’t done anything,” said Chris
Imafidon, 50, who knew six different families bereaved by the blaze
through a local education charity he works for. “This is reviving the
memories of that night, because we’re all out on the street again-I
see the same faces,” he added, surveying the other locals who had
turned out in remembrance.  Among the attendees were former tower
residents Marcio and Andreia Gomes, whose son was stillborn hours
after the fire, and local firefighters who responded that night.

On a row of tables in the street, more than 100 community mem-
bers shared a meal of Mediterranean food-dubbed an iftar for Mus-
lim residents breaking their fasts during Ramadan.  The crowd

cheered wildly when a London Underground train passing on tracks
above stopped and sounded its horn, before the driver emerged from
his cabin to unfurl a green flag. The commemorations will continue
yesterday with church services, special prayers at a local mosque,
wreath-laying and the unveiling of a community mosaic. A silent walk
will also be held-similar to the ones that take place on the 14th of
every month-while banners in memory of the victims have been un-
furled over the top four floors of the tower. —AFP
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LONDON: London Mayor Sadiq Khan lays a wreath at the memorial wall by Gren-
fell Tower on the anniversary of the Grenfell fire. —AFP

MALMESBURY: A Somali man stabbed two
worshippers to death and wounded two oth-
ers in a rampage at a mosque in South Africa
yesterday before being shot dead by police,
officers said. Police quickly surrounded the
building in Malmesbury near Cape Town out-
side which a body lay under a tree and a
penknife was discarded nearby, according to
an AFP correspondent at the scene. The mo-
tive of the attacker, who police said was So-
mali, remains unclear.

It comes just a month after a deadly stab-
bing at another South African mosque which
police said had “elements of extremism” and
left an Islamic leader dead. Police were alerted
by early morning worshippers and arrived at
Malmesbury’s mosque to find two people had
died of stab wounds, Western Cape police
spokeswoman Noloyiso Rwexana, told AFP.
“The suspect, believed to be in his thirties and
armed with a knife, charged at the police who
tried to persuade him to hand himself over,”
she said.

The man, who was seen at the Mosque for
the first time on Wednesday according to po-
lice, “ignored the calls and tried to attack po-
lice. He was shot dead”. Forensics officers are
now conducting a finger-tip search of the area
and the elite Hawks investigative unit has been
drafted in to lead the inquiry.

‘Murdered, slaughtered’ 
Zainab Bassa, the wife of 72-year-old Is-

mail Bassa who was killed in the attack, told
AFP that her husband of more than 30 years
was “slaughtered” as he prayed. “My husband
talked to everybody, he loved kids, it’s a great

loss for me, as well as for the community, to
pass away in a masjid, murdered, slaugh-
tered,” said Bassa, 59. “That was his second
house-you would always find him in the
mosque. He left last night and said ‘I’m going
now, I’ll buy you another Eid dress’.”

The other victim was a member of South
Africa’s Somali community, according to po-
lice. Two other people were wounded and are
being treated in hospital. The Muslim Judicial
Council (MJC), which represents the Muslim
community in South Africa, said it was
“shocked to the core” over the incident, which
came at the end of the holy month of Ra-
madan.  The MJC appealed to the community
not to speculate about the attacker’s motives
and said its top leadership would travel to the
area to assist the community.

It comes a month after an attack at a
mosque in the town of Verulam, on the out-
skirts of the eastern port city of Durban. Three
unidentified assailants killed a mosque leader
on May 10 by slitting his throat and injured
two others after midday prayers. The as-
sailants in that attack, who also set off a petrol
bomb inside the mosque, escaped in a car and
remain at large.

‘Intolerance, killing and real conflict’ 
Their motive remains unclear, but a police

spokesman said at the time that the attack had
“elements of extremism. It shows hatred to-
wards the worshippers”. The Verulam attack
was a watershed moment for South Africa,
where about 1.5 percent of the country’s 55
million people are Muslim. Asked if yesterday’s
attack was the first of its kind in the region, po-

lice spokesman lieutenant colonel Andre Traut
said: “I can’t recall of another incident, but all
possibilities are being investigated”.

“It’s way too soon to speculate as to a pos-
sible motive-or link with any other incident in
the country,” he told the eNCA broadcaster.
Nick Piper, a director at the Signal Risk secu-
rity consultancy, described both attacks as
“very rudimentary”.  “Typically, if a transna-
tional group was to conduct a coordinated,
planned attack, it would be more sophisti-
cated,” he said.

South Africa prides itself on religious
tolerance and has been spared the extrem-
ist attacks that have dogged other coun-
tries on the African continent. Ebrahim
Rasool, a senior official of the ruling African
National Congress (ANC) party, said that
President Cyril Ramaphosa “expresses
condolences to the families and the com-
munity”. “(He) expresses his concern about
this plague that is infiltrating the Muslim
community of intolerance, killing and real
conflict,” said Rasool. —AFP

Two stabbed to death in S Africa 
mosque, Somali attacker shot

‘It’s a great loss for us, as well as for the community’

MALMESBURY: Muslim clerics emerge after visiting the mosque following a stabbing attack that left two wor-
shippers dead and the attacker shot by the police. —AFP


