
BOSTON: Brock Holt and Jackie Bradley Jr. hit back-to-
back sacrifice flies in the top of the 12th inning to give the
visiting Boston Red Sox a 2-0 victory over the Baltimore
Orioles on Monday night. Xander Bogaerts started the
winning rally with a single off of Mychal Givens (0-3), and
Rafael Devers then lined a double to deep left-center. That
moved Bogaerts to third, and Givens then hit Eduardo
Nunez with a pitch to load the bases with no outs.
Bogaerts then scored when Holt sent a sacrifice fly to cen-
ter. Bradley followed with his
sacrifice fly to left. Heath
Hembree (3-1) got the win by
striking out all three batters he
faced in the 11th inning. Craig
Kimbrel closed it for his 21st
save.

CUBS 7, BREWERS 2 (11
INNINGS)

Anthony Rizzo started a
five-run top of the 11th inning
by homering on the first pitch,
lifting Chicago to victory over
host Milwaukee, the Cubs’ seventh consecutive win over
the Brewers. Rizzo lifted an 88 mph four-seam fastball
from Matt Albers (3-2) soaring into the second deck in
right field. His 11th homer gave Rizzo an RBI for an eighth
game in a row. Four Chicago relievers combined on five
scoreless innings after Jose Quintana allowed two runs on
four hits in six innings. Randy Rosario (3-0) pitched two
perfect innings, and Anthony Bass ended the nearly four-
hour game with a scoreless bottom of the 11th. Chicago
won for the 13th time in 17 games.

INDIANS 4, WHITE SOX 0
Carlos Carrasco allowed just two hits over seven score-

less innings as visiting Cleveland blanked Chicago in the
opener of a four-game series. Carrasco (8-4) issued one
walk and struck out 11. He surrendered both hits in the
second inning, when Kevan Smith singled with one out and
Charlie Tilson beat out an infield single with two outs.
Carrasco then struck out Adam Engel to begin a stretch in
which he retired 16 of the final 17 batters he faced. White
Sox starter Lucas Giolito (4-7) matched Carrasco until the

fourth, when he issued a pair of two-out walks before giv-
ing up the Indians’ first two hits — Lonnie Chisenhall’s RBI
single and a two-run double by Yan Gomes.

MARLINS 7, GIANTS 5
J.T. Realmuto went 3-for-4 with a tiebreaking two-run

homer in the seventh inning, helping Miami beat visiting
San Francisco. Realmuto’s blast off right-hander Sam
Dyson (2-1) gave the Marlins their fourth win in seven

games following a stretch in
which the club dropped nine
of 10. Gorkys Hernandez had
two hits and two walks for the
Giants, who fell for just the
third time in their past 11
games. Evan Longoria,
Andrew McCutchen and
Buster Posey also had two hits
apiece for San Francisco.

RAYS 8, BLUE JAYS 4
Jake Bauers hit his first

career homer, a go-ahead,
two-run blast in the fourth, Ryan Yarbrough pitched six
innings, and Tampa Bay snapped visiting Toronto’s four-
game winning streak. The rookie first baseman also had a
double, two walks and three runs.  Yarbrough (5-2)
allowed four runs, seven hits and one walk while striking
out four in the opener of a three-game series. Toronto
starter Sam Gaviglio (2-2) allowed five runs, seven hits and
two walks in 3 1/3 innings. He struck out three. Teoscar
Hernandez hit a two-run homer for the Blue Jays.

CARDINALS 5, PADRES 2
Jose Martinez and Marcell Ozuna each cracked two-

run homers to support Jack Flaherty’s 6 1/3 effective
innings as host St. Louis beat San Diego. Flaherty (3-2)
retired 14 consecutive hitters in one stretch before issuing
a one-out walk to Cory Spangenberg in the seventh and
getting lifted for John Brebbia. Flaherty gave up just three
hits and a run, fanning six to go with his lone walk. Jordan
Lyles (2-3) permitted 11 hits and four runs in six innings.
He walked none and struck out two, yielding two homers
for the fourth time in five outings.

DIAMONDBACKS 9, PIRATES 5
Jake Lamb hit a game-tying, three-run homer in a

five-run seventh inning, and Daniel Descalso had a
two-run triple in a four-run eighth as Arizona over-
came a five-run deficit in a victory over Pittsburgh at
Phoenix. Paul Goldschmidt extended his hitting streak
to seven games as the Diamondbacks won their fourth
straight. Descalso had two hits and moved into the
team lead with 34 RBIs. Starling Marte had two hits
and two RBIs, and rookie Austin Meadows had a two-

run double for the Pirates, who lost for the fourth time
in five games.

MARINERS 5, ANGELS 3
Nelson Cruz hit two home runs to match Mike Trout as Seattle

defeated visiting Los Angeles in the opener of a three-game series.
Ryon Healy also homered, and Wade LeBlanc (2-0) pitched five
innings of two-run ball for Seattle. Edwin Diaz threw a 1-2-3 ninth
for his major-league-leading 24th save of the season. Trout hit two
solo homers and Albert Pujols added one for the Angels. — Reuters
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BANGALORE:  Shaken by the horrors of
war, Afghanistan will take a mighty step in
cricket history when captain Asghar
Stanikzai leads his team out for their first
ever Test match against India tomorrow.

Conflict has scarred virtually every
member of the team and they are impov-
erished compared with their opponents,
the world’s wealthiest cricket nation. But
Stanikzai said they are determined to
show their rise to a Test nation less than
two decades after being recognised by
the International Cricket Council in 2001
is merited.

“It’s a great moment for us as we
embark on our Test journey,” said
Stanikzai, who has been a member of the
Afghanistan side since they gained one-
day international status in 2009.

“To be competing against the best on
the Test rankings table is something to be
proud of and we will try to do our best in
whatever chances we get and exhibit the
skills the players possess individually as
well as collectively as a team.”

Afghan cricket grew out of the refugee
camps in Pakistan where many families
were based after they fled the Afghan con-
flict in the 1980s and 1990s.  Now the
country is producing world-beaters like
19-year-old spinner Rashid Khan.

In March, the teenager became the
fastest bowler to reach 100 one-day inter-
national wickets, and is currently the
world’s top-ranked Twenty20 bowler.
Khan was one of a handful of Afghan play-
ers in this year’s Indian Premier League
and proved one of its most dangerous
bowlers. He took 21 wickets for runners-up
Sunrisers Hyderabad, who paid $1.4 million
for his services.  “In my opinion we have
better spinners than India,” Stanikzai told
Indian media, highlighting the likes of
Khan, Mujeeb Ur Rahman, Mohammad
Nabi, Rahmat Shah and Zahir Khan.

After impressive performances in the
limited-overs formats, Afghanistan must

prove they can stand the stresses of a five-
day match.  Conditions in India are unlikely
to surprise them, though: the team have
been training in the country since 2015
because of poor security at home.

PASSION V EXPERIENCE 
Afghan players got a new reminder of

the horrors in their country last month
when an attack on a cricket match in
Khan’s home city of Jalalabad killed eight
people and wounded 45.

“Cricket has been a source of happi-
ness and pride for all  Afghans,” said
Afghanistan Cricket Board chief Atif
Mashal at the time. “These attacks are
against peace, unity and humanity.” But
growing up in a tough environment where
such militant attacks were common did not
deter spin sensation Khan.

“The terror in our home area meant we
did not have access to an education while
growing up. My parents even forbid my
siblings and I to play cricket outside our
home,” Khan, one of 12 children, said in a
recent interview with Afghan media. “But
no amount of war stopped me from sneak-
ing out to play cricket with my brothers.”

Former Afghanistan coach Inzamam ul
Haq, the ex-Pakistan captain, said the
team’s “passion” in adversity sets them
apart, and the performances of Khan and
the other spinners in the IPL has boosted
their confidence.  But the Afghan spinners
will be up against experienced Indian rivals
Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja
who between them have 476 Test wickets.
And Indian batsman Karun Nair, famed for
his triple century in his third Test against
England in 2016, cast doubt on Stanikzai’s
claim of spin superiority.

“I think that’s a pretty big statement to
make considering they haven’t played Test
cricket,” Nair told reporters. “All of our
spinners are proven wicket-takers so there
is nothing much to say on that.” The Indian
team will be led by Ajinkya Rahane in the
absence of regular captain Virat Kohli, who
is resting, and are overwhelming favourites.

But the Afghans can give heavyweights
India a tough time if they follow the foot-
steps of the other team to make their Test
debut this year: last month, Ireland made
Pakistan sweat before eventually losing
their first-ever Test. — AFP
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BALTIMORE: Xander Bogaerts #2 of the Boston Red Sox slides into home plate to score the game winning run in the
12th inning against the Baltimore Orioles at Oriole Park at Camden Yards on June 11, 2018 in Baltimore, Maryland.
Boston won the game 2-0. — AFP

England agree 
to handshake as 
Australia go on 
charm offensive
LONDON:  Australia captain Tim Paine says his
players will shake hands with their England
rivals before today’s clash at The Oval as the
tourists aim to heal the wounds of their recent
ball-tampering scandal.

Paine is on a charm offensive following the
revelations of Australian cheating on their tour
of South Africa in March. Ahead of Australia’s
one-day international meeting with England-
their first competitive match since the scandal-
Paine asked Eoin Morgan if the teams could
have a pre-match handshake on the field.
England one-day captain Morgan has agreed to
the request, but only for the opening game of
the five-match series.

“They don’t have to do it but it’s something
we want to bring in at the start of a series, not
before every game,” Paine said on Tuesday.
Australia skipper Steve Smith and his deputy
David Warner were banned for a year over the
ball-tampering incident in the third Test against
South Africa, paving the way for Paine to take
over the captaincy.  Cameron Bancroft, who
doctored a ball with sandpaper during South
Africa’s win in Cape Town, was also banned for
nine months by Cricket Australia.  Australia head
coach Darren Lehmann lost his job after the
shocking incident that rocked the sport.

Morgan confirmed England will agree to
Australia’s request, with the hosts ready to help
advance a positive view of the game after such a
torrid period.  “I’m absolutely happy with that, it
doesn’t bother me,” Morgan said.  “They are
trying to turn around the image of the game in
their country, and we’re all for that. “We want
cricket to be as popular as ever.”

Australia know they must build bridges
across the cricketing world in order to repair
reputations and trust. New Australia coach

Justin Langer has vowed his team will respect
the line between banter and abuse in the series
against England.

AUSTRALIAN VALUES 
Former captain Adam Gilchrist has insisted it

would be “business as usual” for Australia on the
sledging front as soon as they come under pres-
sure.  But Paine concedes Australia must prove
they are reformed characters.  “I can’t talk about
it any more to be honest, we’ve talked about
what’s acceptable from our team and what peo-
ple are saying from outside our team doesn’t
really matter,” Paine said.

“Internally we know what’s right and what’s
wrong, and that’s what counts.  “Again we’ve
spoken about this a lot in the last few months;
we are aware that words are just words. We’ll be
judged solely on our actions going forward.  “It’s
now about living our actions, we’ve spoken
about internally about our values as a team and
how we want to be perceived by the Australian
public and by the cricket public in general.

“Words are words, come Wednesday, it’s
time for us to act on those words and show it by
actions.” Maintaining the theme of a new era of
harmony between old rivals notorious for their
bitter battles on the field, Morgan insisted
England wouldn’t use the ball tampering as an
excuse to bait the Australians.  Asked if England
would use the incident in sledging, Morgan said:
“No. If you look at it in that, it probably could
be ammunition. It will be service as usual.

“We play our cricket pretty hard, positively,
aggressively, so we’ll continue to do that. “I’m
expecting a tough series. Every time we’ve
played against Australia, the side we’ve come up
against has played hard, tough cricket, so we’ll
expect that as well.” Jos Buttler will return to an
England team still recovering from Sunday’s
shock six-run defeat to Scotland.

Morgan said his players must learn from that
embarrassing result in Edinburgh when they
face Australia. “It’s no good losing the lesson
and the game, you’ve got to take something
from it,” he added.— AFP

Bangladesh women 
cricketers get 
cash promise 
DHAKA: Bangladesh showered its women cricketers with cash rewards
yesterday for their upset triumph over India in the Asia Cup Twenty20
tournament. The women’s team defeated six-times champions India by
three wickets in Sunday’s final in Kuala Lumpur to claim their maiden title.
Bangladesh became the first side ever to beat India in the group phase of
the tournament before  repeating the feat in the tense final.  The team
returned late Monday to a heroes’ welcome. The Bangladesh Cricket
Board announced a 20 million taka ($236,000) cash reward for the team
and promised to review salaries.

“Each player will get one million taka ($14,800) as a cash reward,” BCB
spokesman Jalal Yunus told AFP yesterday. About $75,000 will be shared
by the coaching and management staff, he added. The BCB will review the
salary and match fees of contracted women players this week, Yunus said.

Currently they earn a maximum 30,000 taka ($445) each month plus
$100 as match fee for an international. On their return the women players
were garlanded by a welcoming committee that included government offi-
cials and members of the Bangladesh men’s team.  A video of the male

cricketers celebrating in the dressing room at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium, after bowler Jahanara Alam hit the winning run, went viral on
social media.Jahanara scored two runs off the final ball to take Bangladesh
to 113-7 after Bangladesh restricted India to 112-9. —AFP

BANGALORE: Indian cricketer Ravindra Jadeja (C) bats in the nets during the team’s
practice session at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bangalore yesterday. India and
Afghanistan will play their one off Test match in Bangalore from tomorrow. — AFP

LONDON: Australia’s captain Tim Paine (C) takes part in a practice session at the Oval cricket
ground in London yesterday ahead of their one day international series against England. — AFP

The victorious Bangladesh women cricket team.


