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A trophy sits on the table as a game of ‘Button Football’, is played in Rio de
Janeiro.

View of Button Football plastic disks. A boy plays Button Football in Rio de Janeiro.— AFP photos

A man plays Button
Football in Rio de

Janeiro, Brazil.

The ball goes right over the defenders and into
the corner of the net. Goal for Zidane! Well, at
least a goal for a little plastic disk with the

French football legend’s name on it. Welcome to
the wacky world of button football. Brazil is just as
much a powerhouse in this form of the beautiful
game as the regular kind played on a field. Players
stand at a special table, each with a team of 11
plastic disks about the size of poker chips.
Competitors then take turns to use a separate
piece, shaped like a guitar pick, to flick their play-
ers, which then strike a small ball around the field.
The result can be engrossing, involving tactics,
luck and no doubt a few stars.

Alexandre Cerqueira Gil, who was playing
“Zinedine Zidane,” goes every Saturday morning
to meet fellow button football aficionados for pick-
up games in Rio de Janeiro’s atmospheric Sao
Salvador square. “We manage to recreate most of
the situations you get in football,” said Gil, a 54-
year-old lawyer. The game is played all over Brazil,
as well as in a handful of other countries, but
regional variations are common, meaning it can be
surprisingly tricky to master. In Rio, for example,
players stick to what they call the 9x3 rule. Games
last 14 minutes in two halves and the players take

turns to flick the ball nine times, but only three
times in a row with the same “player.”

Technique matters 
Guarding the goal is a keeper in the form of a

rectangular block, taking up about two thirds of
the area of the net. Scoring isn’t easy. “Tactically,
it’s different to real football, because there are
limited numbers of touches of the ball,” said
engineer Luiz Carlos Pires, 54, who also plays on
the Sao Salvador square. “But the quality of your
technique makes all the difference, just like in
football, as well as the preparation.” Button foot-
ball is believed to have been played in Brazil as
far back as 1920, but the accepted father of the
game is the artist Geraldo Decourt, who pub-
lished the rules in 1930 in Rio.

In 2001, Sao Paulo state’s governor Geraldo
Alckmin even decreed Decourt’s birth date,
February 14, as the official “button football players’
day.” Originally, buttons taken from clothing were
used for the players. But the tokens have evolved
into specially made pieces decorated with the col-
ors of football clubs from all over the world.  Often
they also carry the names or numbers of players,
allowing enthusiasts to recreate legendary teams,

or put stars from different eras side by side. Some
will enjoy having Neymar alongside Pele, for
example, but purists say that a real button football
team should be based on actual teams. A complete
game set costs around 180 reais ($48).

Friendly rivalry 
A true aficionado, Gil said he has collected

disks for around 80 teams.  “I have buttons made
of acrylic but also some made from coconut or the
old tokens that we used to have on buses,” he said.
When competing, he favors his real-life favorite
team, Rio club Flamengo, with the player repre-
senting his idol Zico in a prominent position. He
sometimes uses Real Madrid with Zidane during
his playing days. At the game in Sao Salvador
square, Real Madrid scored two goals against
Inter Milan, prompting a friend to joke to Gil:
“Careful or you’ll have to take a doping test!”

“I’ve played since I was four. My father taught
me. When I was small, all I thought about was win-
ning, but what I like better here is seeing my
friends,” Gil said. Joao Carlos da Silva Nunes, 59, is
an experienced player who was chosen to play a
button version of the World Cup in a Rio shopping
center. Just like the real World Cup in Russia, the

tournament will start June 14 and end July 15. Da
Silva Nunes will be playing the “Senegal” team.
Unlike in real football, though, the button version
won’t come down to the usual suspects like Brazil
and Germany in the semi-finals. At the last contest,
held in 2014, real-world footballing minnows
Honduras came out on top. — AFP

Buttons fly in Brazilian tabletop football game

An imagined male pregnancy, flower necklaces and
melting ice caps were some of the more striking
images at London Men’s Fashion Week, which

wrapped up on Monday. Here are some of the highlights
from the catwalks:

Future man? 
Chinese designer Xander Zhou’s collection featured a

male model with a fake bump on show, wearing jeans and
a white t-shirt reading “New World Baby”. “We’re pre-
pared to welcome a future of male pregnancy,” the
designer said in an Instagram post. Zhou’s show also fea-
tured one of the more improbable-looking designs of all
the collections-an elaborate raincoat with six sleeves
arranged in a star formation. The spring-summer 2019
collection was, perhaps unsurprisingly, entitled
“Supernatural, Extraterrestrial & Co”.

NASA and mythology 
Edward Crutchley’s collection was inspired by “con-

temporary mythology” featuring prints by French artist
Lucien Murat of a post-apocalyptic world of deformed
creatures. The collection also had a strong Japanese
theme, including a partnership with a kimono printing
company from Kyoto. Christopher Raeburn, a specialist
in environmentally conscious fashion, used NASA images
showing melting ice caps to create a modern and socially
engaged collection entitled “REACT NOW”.

Liam Hodges took his inspiration from the natural
world with designs carrying vegetable and leopard-skin
motifs. Perhaps his most striking work was a black t-shirt
bearing the image of a Roman breastplate worn by a
model in a Praetorian Guard helmet.

Eulogy to gender fluid 
The highly-anticipated show by “Man”-a kind of fash-

ion incubator which has helped many of the current gen-
eration of British designers-presented a gender-fluid col-
lection. Male models wearing evening dresses, mini-skirts
or opting to go bare-chested featured heavily. A heavily-
applauded design saw transsexual model Munroe

Bergdorf strut the catwalk dressed only in a pair of black
boots and a long, torn t-shirt with the words “High con-
cept character”.

British chic 
What would London Men’s Fashion Week, which is

particularly oriented towards streetwear, be without a bit
of old-school British chic-the refined elegance of a City
gent? That came courtesy of Oliver Spencer, whose col-
lection featured linens and organic cottons, mineral col-
ors and a touch of hippie sensibility-jackets worn with
shorts and flower chains. — AFP

Pregnant man and
flower power at London

Men’s Fashion Week

Models present creations by Chinese designer Xander Zhou on the third day of the Spring/Summer 2019 London Fashion Week Men’s fashion event in London. — AFP photos


