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Domestic and gang violence no 
longer grounds for US asylum

Session’s statement sets standard for immigration judges
WASHINGTON: US Attorney General Jeff Sessions
declared Monday that victims of domestic and gang
violence will no longer qualify for asylum, in an effort
to stem a flow of illegal immigrant families from
Central America. In a deciding opinion on a case of
an unidentified woman from El Salvador who was
raped and beaten by her husband for years, Sessions
said that asylum seekers must prove that they suffer
persecution arising from their membership in a dis-
tinct group.

“An alien may suffer threats and violence in a for-
eign country for any number of reasons relating to her
social, economic, family, or other personal circum-
stances. Yet the asylum statute does not provide
redress for all misfortune,” Sessions said. Such a group
cannot be overly broad or diffuse, Sessions said, over-
ruling a previous asylum decision which accepted
married women who are victims of violent relation-
ships as a persecuted group. “The mere fact that a
country may have problems effectively policing certain
crimes - such as domestic violence or gang violence -
or that certain populations are more likely to be vic-
tims of crime, cannot itself establish an asylum claim.”

The ruling came as part of a pushback to the
arrival of thousands of migrants from Honduras,
Guatemala and El Salvador over the past year flee-

ing widespread violence in their country. Most of
them cross the US-Mexico border and immediately
turn themselves in to request asylum. In early May
Sessions announced that any illegal border-crossers,
including asylum seekers, would first be charged
with a crime, and parents and children would be
separated. The policy, meant to be a deterrent, has

sparked strong criticism and an accusation from the
UN Human Rights Office that children’s rights are
being violated by the policy.

‘A high burden’ 
In a speech earlier Monday, Sessions made clear

the Trump administration’s ongoing frustration with

the border situation. “The asylum system is being
abused to the detriment of the rule of law, sound
public policy, and public safety - and to the detri-
ment of people with just claims,” he said. “The vast
majority of the current asylum claims are not valid,”
he added, saying only 20 percent have met asylum
standards. “Asylum was never meant to alleviate all
problems - even all serious problems - that people
face every day all over the world.”

Sessions’ statement set the standard for immigra-
tion judges facing a massive surge in cases of
undocumented immigrants. More than 7,800 asylum
applications were filed in March alone. And immigra-
tion courts overall face a backlog of about 700,000
cases of all types. 

Steve Vladeck, a University of Texas law profes-
sor, said a key point in Sessions’ ruling was that
applicants needed to demonstrate that “the govern-
ment condoned the private actions or demonstrated
an inability to protect the victim”. “That’s quite a
high burden,” he said on Twitter.

Democratic Senator Richard Blumenthal attacked
the decision as “shameful”, closing the door on
women fleeing violence, LGBT refugees, and others.
“Today’s decision will send untold numbers of
refugees to their deaths,” he said. — AFP 
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Trump’s top 
advisor suffers 
heart attack
WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump’s top economic advisory Larry
Kudlow has suffered a “very mild” heart
attack and is being treated at a military hos-
pital just outside Washington, the president
and the White House said late Monday. The
heart attack comes just days after Kudlow
raised eyebrows by claiming Justin Trudeau
“stabbed us in the back” after a G7 summit
hosted by the Canadian leader ended in acri-
mony. “Our Great Larry Kudlow, who has
been working so hard on trade and the econ-
omy, has just suffered a heart attack. He is
now in Walter Reed Medical Center,” Trump
wrote on Twitter, just minutes before a his-
toric summit meeting with North Korean

leader Kim Jong Un. In a subsequent state-
ment, the White House described the event as
a “very mild” heart attack. “Larry is currently
in good condition at Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center and his doctors
expect he will make a full and speedy recov-
ery,” spokeswoman Sarah Sanders added. A
longtime TV personality, Kudlow, 70, suc-
ceeded former Goldman Sachs president
Gary Cohn, who quit Trump’s team in March
in protest at the decision to impose steep US
tariffs on imported steel and aluminum.

As a commentator, Kudlow had strongly
backed Trump’s moves to cut taxes and
reduce business regulations but was openly
critical toward the president’s tariffs moves.
But since joining the Trump administration,
he has faithfully executed his boss’ agenda -
arguing for instance that the European Union
must make “concessions” if it wishes to be
exempt from tariffs, and signaling the US is
prepared to walk away from the two-
decade-old North American Free Trade
Agreement. — AFP

Canada rallies 
to Trudeau after 
Trump’s insult
OTTAWA: Canadian politicians of all stripes rallied round their prime
minister on Monday after his cautious and polite defense of free trade
rules drew an extraordinary personal rebuke from US President
Donald Trump. The United States is Canada’s single biggest trade
partner, with two-way exchanges of goods and services totalling
$673.9 billion in 2017, and Washington enjoys a $8.4 billion surplus.
Nevertheless, Trump appears determined to up-end the trade rela-
tionship, insisting that the US is the loser, and has demanded that the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) be renegotiated or
abandoned.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s government is in talks to save the
deal and, in concert with the other major trading powers in the G7
group of nations that met in Quebec over the weekend, pushed back
against Trump. And in Ottawa on Monday, International Trade
Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne urged lawmakers to speed
ratification of the Trans-Pacific Partnership that might offset losses in
US trade by binding Canada closer to Asia, Australia and Latin
America. In particular, Canada, Japan and the European G7 powers
are outraged by Trump’s unilateral - or illegal, in their eyes - imposi-
tion of tariffs on imported steel and aluminum in the name of preserv-
ing US industry on national security grounds.

‘Circus thug’ 
Trump skipped the end of the G7 summit on Saturday and was in

the air en route to his historic nuclear summit with North Korea’s Kim
Jong Un when Trudeau dubbed the national security justification
“insulting”. And the young Canadian leader, who has attempted to
maintain a public facade of friendship with the US leader, confirmed
that he would regretfully impose retaliatory tariffs on US goods from
next month to offset the steel levy. Trump was infuriated by the news
conference and abruptly withdrew US support for the summit’s rela-
tively anodyne closing statement, a boilerplate invocation of the
importance of multilateral trade rules.

He also insulted Trudeau personally, dubbing him “very dishonest
and weak” and excoriated Canada’s managed dairy market, which is a
tiny part of total exchanges but is protected by a huge 270 percent
tariff. He also suggested he is again studying possible tariffs on auto-
mobiles imported from Canada, a move which would have a much
more substantial hit on both economies. 

The venom of the exchange sent shockwaves through foreign pol-
icy circles and rattled markets, as another sign of the weakness of the
Western alliance and of the threat NAFTA will collapse. As might be
expected, Trudeau’s foreign minister Chrystia Freeland took his side.
“Canada does not conduct its diplomacy through ad hominem
attacks, we don’t think that it’s a useful or productive way to do busi-
ness and perhaps we refrain particularly from ad hominem attacks
when it comes to our relationship with our allies,” she declared.

And the Canadian left, no friend of the American right, was quick to
attack Trump’s outburst. “This is a small-minded man not fit for public
office. Canada will not be pushed around by his circus thug bluster,”
said Charlie Angus of the New Democratic Party. But even conserva-
tive and populist figures on the right of Canadian politics, some of
them admirers of Trump’s brand of politics when it stays south of the
border, rallied to their liberal premier. “We will stand shoulder to
shoulder with the prime minister and the people of Canada,” said
Doug Ford, the newly-elected anti-tax premier of Ontario and brother
to the late crack-smoking mayor of Toronto, Rob Ford.

Trade ‘obsession’ 
Trump’s favorite US network Fox News invited Canada’s outspo-

ken former conservative prime minister Stephen Harper, usually a reli-
able Trudeau critic, to discuss the crisis. But even he was nonplussed
by Trump’s line of attack. “I don’t understand the obsession with trade
relations with Canada,” he sighed. Despite his own US Trade
Representative’s office confirming the trade surplus falls more than $8
billion in Washington’s favor Trump has repeatedly insisted that US
workers are getting ripped off by NAFTA.

Behind his claim lies a difference in how the countries’ calculate
the trade figures. According to the USTR, America counts Canadian
goods that are shipped to regional trading hubs within the United
States and then re-exported back to Canada or Mexico as US
exports. If these goods that originate in Canada and are eventually
sold there without have been substantially worked upon in the United
States are taken into account then Ottawa comes out the winner.
Using this metric, the USTR reports, Canada can claim a $90 billion
annual surplus in goods trade, although the US still has a large advan-
tage in services. This seems to have been what Trump was referring
to when he tweeted: “Fair Trade is now to be called Fool Trade if it is
not Reciprocal. According to a Canada release, they make almost 100
Billion Dollars in Trade with US (guess they were bragging and got
caught!). Minimum is 17B.”

Wherever Trump is getting his figures from, his aggressive per-
sonal attacks and determination to torpedo a prestigious world
summit on Canadian soil have done nothing to head of the threat of
trade war. “I’m in complete agreement with the prime minister’s
statement,” said Jason Kenney, leader of the Conservative Party in
oil-exporting Alberta Province and a Harper ally. “A reasonable, bal-
anced and firm assertion that Canada will not be bullied, and that
we will retaliate if the US Administration does not end its attack on
our steel exports.” — AFP


