
Israel police evict 
wildcat settlers 
as deadline looms
NETIV HAAVOT OUTPOST: Israeli police began evicting
settlers from homes in a West Bank outpost yesterday
ahead of a court deadline to leave structures partially built
on Palestinian land, an AFP correspondent reported. Young
boys in tears were followed by a young woman holding a
baby, as they were escorted out of their home in the Netiv
Haavot neighborhood of Elazar settlement, south of
Jerusalem. They left without any resort to physical contact
by the unarmed police.

In February, Israel’s Supreme Court gave the settlers
until June 15 to vacate 15 homes found to have been built
partly on private Palestinian land. An estimated 2,000 peo-
ple, most of them young activists, had travelled to the out-
post to support the settlers and protest against their evic-
tion. Large Israeli flags were flying on some of the rooftops,
as well as signs pledging to return to the site. 

After morning prayers, men sang and danced in a show
of faith outside the homes to be razed. Police entered house
after house, escorting residents and supporters or in some

cases carrying them out without objection. By the early
afternoon, only one house remain occupied, with dozens of
youths standing on its roof, as police assessed how to tackle
the potentially volatile situation.

‘Peaceful protest’ 
Resident Aviad Amitai said that yesterday marked the

start of a three-day process, with police clearing people
from the houses subject to the court order before demolish-
ing them. “We have a peaceful protest, we are law-abiding
people, we are not going to show any violence here,” Amitai
told AFP. Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said that while
residents did not want the event to be violent, “we’ve seen
in previous evacuations police officers being injured as a
result of stones or violent incidents.”

He said that to keep away those intent on violence,
police had set up roadblocks and denied access to 10 peo-
ple. Police deployed 500 officers to secure the location and
“continue to evacuate the area, step by step”. Rosenfeld
said the eviction of the 15 families was expected to take “at
least several hours, probably the whole day.” Hananel Dorni,
chairman of settler group the Yesha council, said the court’s
decision to demolish the homes was “unwarranted”.
Agriculture Minister Uri Ariel, himself a settler, said the dis-
cussions leading up to the court’s decision were like those in
Sodom and Gomorrah, ancient cities that according to the
Bible were demolished by God for their sinfulness. —AFP
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BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel was fighting
yesterday to stamp out the first major row within her uneasy
coalition, as disputes over her refugee policy returned to
haunt her while she negotiates a broad EU asylum deal. The
discord within her conservative bloc burst into the open
when Interior Minister Horst Seehofer of Merkel’s Bavarian
allies CSU hastily cancelled plans to present his “master-
plan” on immigration. The interior ministry said in a short
statement that the presentation had been pushed back
because “several points still need to be agreed”.

Seehofer, the former premier of conservative Bavaria
state, has long been one of the fiercest critics of Merkel’s
decision to open Germany’s borders at the height of
Europe’s migration crisis in 2015. The migrant influx has
shaped German politics since. Voters handed Merkel her
worst ever score in September’s elections as well as giving
the far-right AfD seats for the first time in the Bundestag.

With a crucial state election in Bavaria coming up in
October, Seehofer and his Christian Social Union party are
anxious to stop a hemorrhage of support to the anti-migrant
and Islamophobic AfD. The CSU’s strategy is underpinned
by Seehofer’s 63-point immigration plan, anchored by the
key proposal to push migrants back across the border.
Standing his ground late Monday, Seehofer stressed that all
63 points of his plan “are in my view necessary in order to
restore control and order in Germany.” He added that he
would not “publish a half-baked plan with lazy compromis-
es.” Underlining what is at stake, broadcaster

Deutschlandfunk said if no deal is found, “the choices there
for the interior minister would be resignation or dismissal”.
“That of course, would be the end of the coalition,” it added.

‘They must be turned back’ 
The arrival of more than a million asylum seekers, many

fleeing war-torn Syria and Iraq, since 2015 has deeply
divided Germany. Three years after the migration crisis
erupted, the inflow has slowed dramatically but the coalition
is still bickering over what would be a sustainable solution.
Within Merkel’s CDU party too, some are openly champi-
oning Seehofer’s vision. “The masterplan is important now
and it must be implemented quickly,” said Saxony premier
Michael Kretschmer. “Of course they must be turned back
at the border. That’s why we have police at the border and it

is right to have them there,” said the CDU politician.
But Merkel won’t accept turning refugees back, as it

would simply shift the problem to Germany’s neighbors.
Germany must not act “along individual national lines,” she
said. For the chancellor, the only sustainable solution would
be a Europe-wide agreement. That is a point she will likely
push when she meets later Tuesday with Austrian
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz, whose country would be hard-
est hit if Germany were to close its doors.

Ironically though, Kurz shares Seehofer’s criticism of
Merkel’s refugee policy and is due to meet the interior min-
ister today. Merkel has the backing for now of the third par-
ty in her coalition, the Social Democratic Party. It too rejects
stepping up border controls of asylum seekers, which it says
goes against the spirit of the Schengen passport-free zone.

‘Wait for reform’ 
But the refugee influx has not only influenced electoral

decisions in Europe’s biggest economy. It has also pushed
voters to the arms of populists and the far-right in Austria
and Italy. Signalling increasing frustration with new arrivals,
Italy’s far-right Interior Minister Matteo Salvini flatly
refused to allow a rescue vessel carrying hundreds of
migrants to dock on Monday. Demands from the populist
and far-right leaning forces are complicating Merkel’s push
for EU solidarity in dealing with immigration issues. The
issue is to be covered at a summit on June 28 and 29.

With Austria taking over the rotating presidency of the

EU on July 1, Merkel is hoping to convince Kurz to sign up
to a system of “flexible solidarity” and help put in place an
effective European border police. EU budget commissioner
Guenther Oettinger of Merkel’s CDU called on Seehofer for
patience. “It would be good if Germany waits to see what
the reform of the Dublin rules in Brussels brings, before it
takes one-sided measures,” he told newspaper group
Redaktionsnetzwerk Deutschland, referring to regulations
surrounding asylum-seeking procedures in the bloc. — AFP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor and leader of the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) party Angela Merkel talks with
German Interior Minister Horst Seehofer prior to a parlia-
mentary group meeting at the Reichstag yesterday. — AFP 

Chancellor won’t 
accept turning 
refugees back

News in brief

Landslides kill 12 Rohingya 

DHAKA: Landslides triggered by monsoon rains
killed at least 12 people yesterday in Bangladesh
near camps housing one million Rohingya
refugees, officials said. Aid agencies have been
warning of the potential for a humanitarian catas-
trophe over the coming months as heavy rains
lash an area home to the world’s largest refugee
camp. Most of yesterday’s victims were buried
under mud when surrounding hills gave way after
a deluge. Eleven people died in Naniarchar
including a family of four, while several people
remained missing, district administrator Mamunur
Rashid told AFP. Another person was killed in
neighboring Cox’s Bazar district, police said.
Landslides have so far killed at least 13 people
this week, after a Rohingya boy was crushed to
death by a collapsing mud wall at the Kutupalong
refugee camp on Monday. — AFP 

11 dead after Russia boats collide 

MOSCOW: Eleven people on a river cruise
were killed when their boat collided with a tug-
boat late on Monday in the Russian city of
Volgograd, which is hosting matches in the soc-
cer World Cup, rescue services said.
Emergencies services received notification at
around 10 pm (1900 GMT) on Monday that the
vessels had collided on the Volga River, about
250 m from the riverbank. There were 16 people
on board the pleasure craft , al l  of them
Russians, the RIA news agency cited the local
administration as saying. Five people had been
rescued, and three of the survivors were in hos-
pital, according to the website of regional gov-
ernor Andrei Bocharov. — Reuters 

Israeli police evict settlers in the Netiv Haavot neighbourhood of the Elazar settlement,
south of Jerusalem, yesterday. — AFP 
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Deadly IS attacks 
in Syria a taste 
of more to come
BEIRUT: The Islamic State group may have lost most
of its territory in Syria but recent deadly attacks
against pro-regime fighters are a foretaste of more to
come, analysts say. Despite pro-government forces
ousting IS from urban centers in eastern Syria last
year, surprise raids there in past weeks have killed
dozens of regime and allied fighters. On Friday, the
group rammed into Albu Kamal on the Iraqi border in
its first major incursion inside the town in more than
half a year.

Despite being expelled from most towns of the
proto-state it declared in 2014 in Syria and neigh-
boring Iraq, analysts say IS has retained the ability
to pounce from the desert. “When the (Syrian)
regime or the Iraqi government declared that they
were able to vanquish IS, this is a very inaccurate
statement,” military analyst Nawar Oliver at the
Turkey-based Omran Institute said. “You were able
to vanquish IS in the city - such as Deir Ezzor, Albu
Kamal, Mayadeen, Palmyra - but you were not able
to get rid of IS in the desert, which is your main
problem right now,” he said.

Syria’s army backed by Russia retook these urban
areas last year, the first three in the eastern province
of Deir Ezzor and the last in the central province of
Homs. The militants consider raids like those on Albu
Kamal to be victories, Oliver said, but there will be
many more hit-and-run raids to come. “The attacks
will continue launched from the desert, targeting
pipelines, main roads, border crossings - which will
give any government a huge headache,” he said.

The border post near Albu Kamal is for now con-
trolled by Syrian and Iraqi forces, but activist Omar
Abu Leila said there was undoubtedly coordination
between IS fighters on both sides of the frontier. This
came through “their hidden movement through the
deserts and through disguise - perhaps with the uni-
forms of local drivers”, the Deir Ezzor native said.

‘Soft underbelly’ 
Analyst Hassan Hassan, a senior fellow at the Tahrir

Institute, warned the militants would continue to rely
on their deep knowledge of Syria’s vast desert and
adjacent Iraqi areas in coming years. “Eastern Syria
and northeastern Iraq will continue to be the soft
underbelly of both countries, and where IS will oper-
ate for many years to come,” he said. “The group
knows the area very well, has established an insur-
gency infrastructure in the deserts, river valleys and
rural areas stretching from Kirkuk and Diyala in Iraq
to the Qalamun region near Damascus in Syria.” Its
enemies are unable “to police and secure these areas
in a sustainable way”, Hassan said.

In Deir Ezzor, a US-backed Kurdish-Arab alliance -
the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) - is also battling
the extremists in a small slither of land east of the
Euphrates River that cuts across the province. But in
past weeks, the jihadists have focused their raids on
the river’s western banks as they are the gateway to
their sandy stronghold in Homs province, military ana-
lyst Oliver said. These have spiked since the jihadists
were evacuated from their last bastion outside
Damascus last month, many heading to Syria’s vast
Badiya desert, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights says.

Government posts there are easy targets, as they
are few and far from each other so reinforcements are
slow to arrive, the Britain-based monitor says. The
victims of these raids on regime forces have included
Russian, Iranian and Lebanese fighters, even as the
militants retain a presence in other parts of Syria. The
SDF backed by the US-led coalition has been battling
IS in a pocket in the northeastern Hasakeh province,
where Oliver says high-profile commanders are pres-
ent. Last week, one of its sleeper cells executed rival
jihadists in the northwestern province of Idlib, and a
surprise attack revealed IS’ presence in the southern
province of Sweida. — AFP 

US unveils new 
de facto embassy 
in Taiwan
TAIPEI: The United States yesterday unveiled a new
$255 million de facto embassy in Taiwan in what was
hailed as a “milestone” in relations, drawing the ire of
China which considers the self-ruled island as part of its
territory. Donald Trump’s administration is moving to
strengthen ties with Taiwan in the face of China’s diplo-
matic moves and military threats. In March, after Trump
approved new rules allowing top US officials to travel
to the island, Beijing called on Washington to “correct
its mistake”.

But the US sent an assistant secretary of state for the
unveiling. Beijing said it lodged an official diplomatic
protest with Washington. The US switched diplomatic
recognition to China in 1979 but maintains close econom-
ic, political and security ties with Taiwan. It manages its
relations through the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT).
Marie Royce, assistant secretary of state for educational
and cultural affairs, attended the dedication ceremony
with Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen. 

“AIT’s new home is both a tangible symbol that reflects
the strength of our ties and a state-of-the-art facility that
will make possible even greater cooperation for years to
come,” said Royce, the wife of pro-Taiwan congressman
and House foreign affairs committee chairman Ed Royce.
AIT chairman James Moriarty called the new complex a
“milestone” in the US-Taiwan relationship and a “testa-
ment to the strong US commitment to Taiwan”.

Tsai hailed the complex as a new chapter in the “great
story of US-Taiwan relations”. Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang said Beijing was “gravely con-
cerned” and launched “solemn representations” with
Washington - diplomatic speak for an official protest. “If

any US official attends this activity, whatever their excuse
may be, it violates the one China principle,” Geng told a
regular press briefing. “We urge the US to honor its words
on the Taiwan issue and redress it’s wrongdoings so as to
avoid doing harm to China-US ties and peace and stability
in cross-straits relations.”

China and Taiwan have been ruled separately since
1949 but Beijing views the island as a renegade province
awaiting reunification, by force if necessary. It bars Taiwan
from membership in the United Nations and many other
international organizations and has been luring away the

island’s remaining diplomatic allies. Since Tsai came to
power two years ago, Beijing has cut contact with her
government because Taipei refuses to acknowledge that
Taiwan is part of “one China”.

Beijing officials have described intensified Chinese mili-
tary drills near the island as a warning against any moves
to assert its sovereignty. While Taiwan’s relationship with
the US is essential to its security, it must also guard
against provoking China, its biggest military threat but
also the dominant market for the island’s export-driven
economy. — AFP 

TAIPEI: Journalists tour new office complex of the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) during
a dedication ceremony yesterday. — AFP 


