
Ariya powers to 
four-shot lead at 
US Women’s Open
SHOAL CREEK:  After waking up before
daybreak to complete her second round at
the US Women’s Open, Thailand’s Ariya
Jutanugarn said she would have little trouble
sleeping on Saturday night as she heads into
the final round with a four-stroke lead.

Ariya, who had to rise at 4 a.m. to com-
plete the weather-delayed second round at
Shoal Creek before cracking on with her third
round, carded a five-under-par 67 for a 12-
under 204 total and a healthy cushion over
Sarah Jane Smith (74).

South Korean Kim Hyo-joo (68) was
another two shots back in third place on a
day when nobody could make a sustained
challenge at the two frontrunners. “I think I’m
going to sleep pretty well because I didn’t
sleep much last night and I’m so tired right
now,” said Ariya, who started the third round
three strokes adrift of Australian Smith.

Victory for the Thai would give her a sec-
ond major title after her 2016 Women’s British
Open triumph, and break the recent domi-
nance at the US Women’s Open by South
Korean and American players, who have
claimed the past 11 tournaments. Ariya used
her prodigious power to muscle her favourite
three-wood tee shots past Smith’s drives with
regularity, and displayed a deft short game in
a round that included only one blemish, a
bogey at the par-three 16th.

Smith, who failed to land a single birdie but

remains Ariya’s closest pursuer at eight-
under 208, said the Thai was a “spectacular
player”. “She hits it a long way but her short
game is impeccable,” added the world num-
ber 97, who is winless in 222 starts on the
LPGA Tour.

“She rolls the ball beautifully. She’s just the
whole package. It was fun to watch her play.
“I know Ariya is going to have a great day.
That is a given,” she added. “I’m going to
need a really good day to have a chance.”
Ariya said she had some weaknesses in her
game, but was stumped to name them.

“Wait, I’m thinking,” she said. “I’m not sure
what, but I’m pretty sure I have. “I’m pretty

sure tomorrow is going to be a good day,
even though I don’t know what the outcome
is going to be.” The second round, which was
interrupted by a long lightning delay, was
completed earlier on Saturday.

Ariya, who had 10 holes left, trimmed the
margin from four shots to three before grab-
bing a quick lunch and getting back to work.
Two early birdies brought her to within a
shot of Smith, who bogeyed the eighth and
ninth holes to surrender the lead. It was a
masterclass at times from Ariya, one of the
highlights being a four-iron approach at the
par-five 11th that covered the pin and led to a
tap-in birdie. — Reuters

LUCO DI MUGELLO: Spain’s Jorge Lorenzo claimed
his first MotoGP win in a year and a half at the Italian
Grand Prix in Mugello yesterday as world championship
leader Marc Marquez fell and finished in 16th place.

Lorenzo took the lead early and held on till the end
with Italian Ducati teammate Andrea Dovizioso finish-
ing second and Valentino Rossi, who had started from
pole position, completing the podium on a Yamaha.

Spanish world champion
Marquez remains top of the
championship standings
after five races despite fin-
ishing way down in 16th
after crashing into the gravel
early in the race and strug-
gling to restart his Honda.

“It’s a special to win here
with Ducati,” said former
three-time world champion
Lorenzo of his first win with
the Italian team.

The Spaniard, who had retired from two of the first
four races this season in Qatar and Spain.

Marquez had been bidding for his fourth straight win
this season but slipped on lap five with former seven-
time world MotoGP champion Rossi, 39, moving up to
second in the standings 23 points behind.

“It was a very difficult race, but we expected it, I
struggled a lot especially at the front,” said Rossi. 

“But in the end what I did was the right choice,
because I managed to push in the final but keeping

(Andrea) Iannone at a distance. It was my goal to
return to the podium at Mugello, I’m very happy.”

Earlier Portuguese KTM rider Miguel Oliveira
snatched his first win in the MotoGP2 category this
season as Spaniard Jorge Martin rode his Honda to a
thrilling battle to the line in the MotoGP3 category.

Earlier, Portuguese KTM rider Miguel Oliveira
snatched his first win in the MotoGP2 category this

season at the Italian Grand
Prix in Tuscany.

Oliveira, 23, started from
11th position but clawed his
way back to finish ahead of
Kalex riders Lorenzo
Baldassarri of Italy and
Spaniard Joan Mir at
0.184sec and 0.334sec
respectively.

Oliveira-second in the
world championship stand-
ings-closes the gap on

overall leader Francesco Bagnaia (Kalex), who finished
fourth on his home circuit.

Spaniard Jorge Martin rode his Honda to a thrilling
battle to the line in the MotoGP3 category. The 20-
year-old crossed just 0.019sec ahead of Italian Marco
Bezzecchi (KTM) with Italy’s Fabio Di Giannantonio
(Honda) third at 0.024.

Bezzecchi holds the overall world championship lead
with Martin moving up to second place ahead of Honda
teammate Di Giannantonio. — AFP

S p o r t s Monday, June 4, 2018

25

Lorenzo wins Italian MotoGP as  
champion Marquez finishes 16th

Portugal’s Oliveira wins MotoGP2 at Italian GP

Established 1961 

It was a very 
difficult race

MUGELLO: Ducati Team’s Spanish rider Jorge Lorenzo celebrates on the podium after he won the Moto GP
Grand Prix at the Mugello race track yesterday. — AFP

DUBLIN: Bryson DeChambeau
birdied four of his last six holes to
surge to a one-shot lead on Saturday
going into the final round of the US
PGA Tour’s Memorial tournament.
DeChambeau, 24 signed for a bogey-
free 66 to move to 14-under 202 as
the Californian looks to secure a sec-
ond PGA Tour victory after captur-
ing last year’s John Deere Classic.

Red-hot Chilean sensation
Joaquin Niemann, Patrick Cantlay
and Kyle Stanley were a stroke back
on 203. Overnight co-leaders
Niemann and Stanley both carded 70
while Cantlay’s 66 included two
eagles, one of them a hole-in-one at
the par-three eighth.

A further six players were within
five shots of DeChambeau’s lead-
including 14-time major champion
Tiger Woods. Woods briefly grabbed
a share of the lead before stumbling
with two bogeys in his last three
holes. South Korea’s An Byeong-hun
was alone in fifth after a 69 for 204
and England’s Justin Rose carded a
69 for 206.

Woods posted a 68 to head a
group on 207 that also included
Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama (71).
DeChambeau, ranked 38th in the
world, kick-started his push to the
top of the board with birdies at the
fifth and seventh holes. He posted
back-to-back birdie “threes” at 13
and 14 and picked up a stroke at 16
before landing his 145-yard
approach at the last five feet from
the pin en route to a birdie.

“I just want to birdie every hole,”
he said. “That’s all we’re trying to do
out there. “No matter if you’re one
back or tied for the lead every hole
is an opportunity to make a birdie

and that’s just what I’m going to try
and do every single day.”
DeChambeau said his brilliant put-
ting display was his best since he
captured the 2015 US Amateur title.
“I would say I’m putting the best I
have in my life,” he said.

WOODS ‘PLAYED 
BEAUTIFULLY’ 

Niemann, 19, highlighted his round
with a 50-foot eagle putt at the par-
five seventh. He is contesting just a
fifth US PGA Tour event since turn-
ing pro straight after the Masters in
April, and the Santiago-born teenag-
er said he will draw on his amateur
successes as he tries to win on
Sunday, when the field will tee off
early from the first and 10th tee as
organizers try to beat expected
inclement weather.

“It’s a strong field on the leader-
board and I think everybody’s going
to go out there and try to make the
most birdies possible,” Niemann said.
“So I think that I have to go low
tomorrow to have a chance.”

Woods rolled in a 14-foot eagle
putt at the par-five fifth and was
five-under for the day through nine.
The five-time Memorial winner
missed a short birdie on 14 but
gained a share of the lead at 11-
under with a birdie at 15.

Three-putt bogeys at 16 and 18
quelled his momentum and Woods
was left to wonder what could have
been. “I shot 68 today but, again,
that’s probably the highest score I
could have possibly shot today,” he
said. “I played really, really well. I
played beautifully, actually, had total
control of what I was doing out there
and just didn’t finish it off.” — AFP

Lexus LC claims
class win on its
debut in German
endurance race
NURBURGRING: Overcoming the chal-
lenges of one of the world’s most demanding
circuits, the No 56 GAZOO Racing’s Lexus
LC, driven by Takeshi Tsuchiya, Takamitsu
Matsui, Naoya Gamo, and Yuichi Nakayama,
made a remarkable debut race and claimed
the first position in the SP-PRO class of the
24 Hours of Nurburgring endurance race
recently in Germany. 

The No. 56 GAZOO Racing’s Lexus LC
demonstrated its out-and-out pace in quali-
fying, lining up 32nd on the starting grid in a
field of 147 cars with a best lap time of eight
minutes and 34.591 seconds around the
climbs and descents of the 25-kilometer
German racetrack.

Shigeki Tomoyama, President, GAZOO
Racing Company, said: “Although GAZOO
Racing’s Lexus LC was forced to pit-in many
times unexpectedly due to the impact at the
beginning of the race, we are delighted to
complete the 24 hours and the whole race.
The drivers, mechanics, engineers, and sup-
port staff all carried out their roles, and we
made every effort to race the car without giv-
ing up until the very end. We would like to
express our sincerest gratitude to all of our
suppliers and partner companies who have
helped to sustain these activities.”

Tomoyama stated that the knowledge and
technologies refined here at the Nurburgring

circuit will not only be incorporated into
models in the GAZOO Racing brand line-up
but also utilized in a variety of future produc-
tion cars.

Commenting on the win, Yugo Miyamoto,
Chief Representative of Middle East & North
Africa Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation, said: “The 24 Hours
Nurburgring endurance race proved to be an
excellent experience, testing the team’s
strengths and vehicle’s capabilities, while also
showcasing the best of Lexus. Despite a chal-
lenging debut race, the Lexus LC dazzled the
audiences with its winning performance,
adding to our achievements and capabilities
in motorsports.” 

Miyamoto added: “We remain dedicated
to continuously building on the experience
gained on racetracks all over the world to not
only engineer amazing vehicles but also cap-
ture our customers’ hearts and minds and
ignite their emotions. We would like to thank
our fans and customers for their continuous

support and for being an inspiring force
behind our continued success.” 

The main race started with a total of 147
vehicles on the tarmac with Takamitsu Matsui
at the wheel of the Lexus LC. Immediately
after the start of the race, the No 56 GAZOO
Racing’s Lexus LC suffered impact damage.
However, it was able to continue, with repairs
being made during the first scheduled routine
pit stop as it did not need an emergency pit-
in. Technical issues that the team had not
encountered in testing emerged even after
that, but were all successfully addressed, with
the drivers, mechanics, and engineers corre-
sponding quickly and surely, returning the car
to the course once more.

The No 56 Lexus LC continued the race
from 6:30 in the morning without any signifi-
cant issues and managed to increase its posi-
tion in the race ranking. When the checkered
flag was finally waved, the No.56 Lexus LC
took first place in the SP-PRO class and fin-
ished 96th overall.

DeChambeau leads by one,
Woods in the hunt at Memorial

SHOAL CREEK: Ariya Jutanugarn of Thailand plays her tee shot on the second hole during
the third round of the 2018 US Women’s Open at Shoal Creek on Saturday in Shoal Creek,
Alabama. — AFP

DUBLIN: Tiger Woods reacts to his tee shot on the third hole during the third
round of The Memorial Tournament Presented by Nationwide at Muirfield Village
Golf Club on Saturday in Dublin, Ohio. — AFP


