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News in brief

Assembly to debate
new private
education bill
KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education
for Private and Thematic Education Affairs said
Saturday the cabinet will  table to the National
Assembly a new bill on private education in the coming
legislative term.  The draft addresses all matters relating
to the private education sector and will help improve
the quality of private education in the country, Dr
Abdulmohsen Al-Howaila said. He made the press
remarks after attending the graduation ceremony of
grade 12 at Martyr Asrar Al-Qabandi Bilingual School.
Dr Howaila affirmed the Ministry’s keenness on improv-
ing the operating system of private education and mod-
ernizing its curricula. — KUNA

Guinness World Records
KUWAIT: The multi-storey parking building annexed to
the new courts complex in Jahra was included in the
Guinness World Records Book as the largest of its kind
in the world, spread over an area of 5,000 sq m. The
facility was built by an American company and was
checked by the Guinness team on Oct 17, 2017.  

No assets decline
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA) yes-
terday quashed reports on a decline in the assets of
Kuwait’s Future Generations Fund (FGF), by 11.5 per-
cent, about $68 billion. The circulated data and figures
are mere external and erroneous estimates by unin-
formed agencies, and do not reflect the real perform-
ance of KIA’s assets portfolio, the authority added in a
statement. They estimated KIA’s assets at $592 billion in
2015, and $524 billion in 2016, claiming a fall of $68 bil-
lion. The reserves are at their best since KIA was estab-
lished and “no decrease whatsoever has occurred,” KIA
stressed. It also slammed attempts targeting the “state’s
economic policy and the reputation of the FGF (Kuwait’s
Sovereign Fund) through disseminating false data.”
KIA’s performance is monitored by relevant control
agencies, and is annually reviewed by the National
Assembly. — KUNA

Minister opens DVS
KUWAIT: Minister of Information Mohammad Al-Jabri
opened on Saturday the Descriptive Video Service
(DVS) designed to serve the visually impaired people.
“The service marks another quantum leap in the chain of
successes of Kuwait TV (KTV) by national cadres,” he
said at a ceremony, hosted by the National Library. “By
introducing this service which will help the visually
impaired to interact with the TV drama, KTV becomes a
trailblazer in the region,” said Jabri who doubles as min-
ister of state for youth affairs. “This achievement falls in
the framework of an ambitious plan, set by the Ministry
of Information, to modernize the KTV channels and suit
the tastes of all audience,” the minister added.

Meanwhile, Engineer Abdul-Aziz Al-Janahi, advisor
to the minister, said the 3D soiree ‘Masrah Al-Jarima’ is
KTV’s first performance applying the DVS technique.
“The coming stage will see the official introduction of
the service to the digital transmission and control sys-
tems,” he added.

The DVS, also referred to as audio description, video
description, or more precisely visual description, consists
of a narrator talking through the presentation of what is
happening on the screen or stage. It was first offered by
the American Council of the Blind (ACB) in early 2009,
followed by the BBC in August 2009. — KUNA

Photo of the Day

GAZA: A Palestinian protester sets a Kuwaiti flag on barbed wires in a show of appreciation for its support to the Palestinian people, during a demonstration near the border with Israel, east of Jabalia in the central Gaza Strip on June 1, 2018. — AFP

Sawaber complex
completely
expropriated
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The finance ministry’s assistant undersecretary
for expropriation for public interest Fahd Al-Shola said the
entire Sawaber complex has been expropriated, even from
citizens refusing to sell their units. Shola added that all
needed administrative, financial and legal measures had
been completed for all units except for one whose owner
delayed issuing his ownership deed. He also noted that the
amount to be paid to the owners of the 528 apartments in
the complex is KD 110 million.

Oil sector
The percentage of citizens amongst oil sector employ-

ees jumped to 84.8 percent by the end of 2017, before
declining to 83.3 percent by the beginning of this fiscal
year, said informed sources, noting that only 19,530 citi-
zens worked the sector by the end of 2017 compared to
21,509 in the previous year. Civil Service Commission
(CSC) statistics show that the total number of state
employees as per official data is 352,256, while the total
number registered in CSC’s email system for the first time
is 70,586 and those registered as seeking job opportuni-
ties number 657. 

Solar power
The Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP)

plans to reoffer the Abdaliya solar power plant for bidding
after finishing all needed preparations, said informed
sources, noting that the step was taken after the Ministry
of Electricity and Water (MEW) requested using the BV
solar board technology instead of the old ISCC one. The
source added that it had been scientifically proved that the

new technology generates more electricity. Meanwhile, the
Central Tenders Committee (CTC) announced that MEW
offered a tender to build and maintain two 1,600-mm
freshwater pipelines between Mina Abdullah and West
Funaitees complex, in addition to a low sodium line
between Mina Abdullah and Al-Zour complex for bidding.
CTC added that 15 already qualified companies will be
allowed to bid. Meanwhile, the MEW development plan
showed that the ministry is currently executing 40 proj-
ects, on top of which is one to change Southern Zour plant
gas turbines into dual system to increase capacity by 500
megawatts. 

Business environment
MoCI has prioritized issuing seven laws of great impor-

tance to the World Bank’s plans to develop the business

environment in Kuwait, said informed sources. The sources
explained that the laws include insolvency, data exchange,
voluntary restructuring of debts, family businesses, collec-
tive funding and the new insurance and auditors’ laws. 

MP sued
CEO of the Vietnam refinery Torki Al-Ajmi hired

lawyer Riyadh Al-Sane to sue MP Abdulwahab Al-
Babtain, who was one of the lawmakers who grilled the
oil minister, for including his name in the grilling motion
he filed. Ajmi stressed that Babtain had hurled vicious
and dangerous accusations at him as if he was a gang-
ster, especially when he described him as ‘King of
Vietnam’ and accused him of dealing with outlaws,
planting drugs in the vehicle of his Japanese predeces-
sor and expelling Kuwaiti officials. 

Sailors tried to smuggle 41 kg drugs Kuwait lawmakers
warn Social Affairs 
and Oil ministers
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf yesterday warned Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh over her determination to go ahead
with a decision to merge a body overseeing Kuwaitis employed in the
private sector with the Public Manpower Authority which mainly regu-
lates expat workers. Hajraf accused the minister of ignoring the
National Assembly by not paying any attention to a recommendation
by the Assembly to delay implementing the merger until the health and
labor committee had studied the issue. 

Last week, MPs strongly criticized the decision saying that it is ill-
advised to merge the responsibility over 90,000 Kuwaiti employees
with over two million expatriates working in the private sector. Several
MPs even warned the minister that they will take action if she went
ahead and implemented the decision. Hajraf said that the minister’s
statements that she will implement the merger is a challenge to the
National Assembly and warned her against challenging the lawmakers. 

Sabeeh has already been grilled by MPs at least four times. In a
similar development, MP Omar Al-Tabtabai yesterday warned Oil
Minister Bakhaeet Al-Rasheedi against referring to retirement any
oil executive whose name was mentioned in a grilling a few weeks
ago. Tabtabai said the minister should not take any action on those
executives until after an Assembly investigation committee com-
pletes its probe.

Tabtabai and MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain grilled the Oil Minister
over alleged mismanagement, graft and squandering of public funds.
Rasheedi survived a no-confidence vote. During the grilling, the law-
makers charged a number of top oil executives of profiting from their
posts and of violations. They demanded action against those execu-
tives. Later, the National Assembly formed an investigation committee
to probe the allegations.

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows Al-Sawaber complex (right) in Kuwait City.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Coastguards
foiled an attempt to smug-
gle some drugs through the
sea, said security sources,
noting that the force was
tipped off concerning three
sailors who were planning
to smuggle the drugs into
Kuwait on their boat. On
raiding the boat, coast-
guards arrested the three
suspects with 41 kilograms
of drugs. 

Security plan
The Interior Ministry’s

relations and security media
department announced that
a special security plan has
been set to secure all
mosques and places of wor-
ship during the last 10 days
of Ramadan. The department
added that the plan includes
the Grand Mosque and vari-
ous other mosques in differ-
ent governorates and
stressed that measures
include security inside, out-
side and around mosques, in
addition to fixed and mobile
traffic checkpoints.  


