
Rain delay
frustrates England
in second Test
against Pakistan
LEEDS: Rain meant there was no play
before lunch on the second day of the sec-
ond Test between England and Pakistan at
Headingley yesterday. Persistent early
morning drizzle saw the pitch and sur-
rounding square remain fully covered and
prevented play from starting as scheduled
at 11:00am local time (1000 GMT).

England, seeking to bounce back from
their nine-wicket thrashing in the first Test
at Lord’s and end the two-match series all
square at 1-1, finished Friday’s opening day
on 106 runs for two wickets, just 68 runs
behind Pakistan’s lowly first-innings 174.

Joe Root, the England captain, was 29
not out on his Yorkshire home ground, with
nightwatchman Dominic Bess unbeaten on
nought. Pakistan only need to avoid defeat
at Headingley to seal a first series win in
England for 22 years.

Rain delays, which would reduce the
amount of time available to England to win
the game, were likely to be a boost to the
tourists. Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed
won the toss on Friday and decided to bat
on a good pitch but humid and overcast
conditions created an environment that
assisted swing and seam bowling.

With England bowling a fuller length
than at  Lord’s  pacemen Stuart  Broad,
James Anderson and the recalled Chris
Woakes took three wickets  apiece.
Pakistan were indebted to teenager Shadab
Khan’s 56 — the 19-year-old’s third fifty in
as many Tests.

England were without Ben Stokes after
the all-rounder suffered a hamstring tear
that threatens to keep him on the sidelines
for at least a month. Keaton Jennings, who
replaced the dropped Mark Stoneman in
one of three changes to England’s XI,
shared an opening stand of 53 with Alastair

Cook before he was caught behind off
Faheem Ashraf .Cook, appearing in a
record-breaking 154th consecutive Test as
he went past the mark he had previously
shared with Australia great Allan Border,
made 46. England’s all-time leading Test
run-scorer did not look in any trouble until
he gloved a hook off fast bowler Hasan Ali
to wicket-keeper Sarfraz, shortly before
Friday’s close.

Defeat for England would see them slip
to an 18-year low of seventh in the
International Cricket Council’s Test rank-
ings. England have not been so far down

the standings since being ranked seventh in
October 1999.

They started that year fourth but a team
led by Nasser Hussain won just one of eight
Tests during the next 12 months before the
appointment of  former Zimbabwe al l-
rounder Duncan Fletcher as coach led to an
upturn in England’s fortunes. Now England,
who have lost six of their last eight Tests,
are battling to avoid a third straight series
loss following recent reverses in Australia
and New Zealand. Defeat in Leeds and a 2-
0 series result would see England overtaken
by Pakistan as well as Sri Lanka. — AFP
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ATLANTA: Atlanta Braves right-hander Mike
Foltynewicz picked up in June where he left off in May
when he threw a two-hit shutout with 11 strikeouts to
beat the visiting Washington Nationals 4-0 on Friday at
SunTrust Park. It was the first complete game and first
shutout for Foltynewicz (5-3), who has allowed one or
fewer runs in five straight starts. Foltynewicz retired 20
consecutive batters between the first and eighth innings.
It was the 10th time in Foltynewicz’s career that he’s
fanned double digits, the second time this season. He
punched out Bryce Harper to end the game. The Braves
rallied for four runs in the seventh inning against
Washington starter Stephen Strasburg (6-5). The big hit
was a three-run homer from Dansby Swanson, his fourth
home run. Strasburg left the game with a cramp in his
left hand with two outs in the inning.

YANKEES 4, ORIOLES 1
Aaron Judge homered and starter Sonny Gray pitched

six strong innings as New York defeated host Baltimore
in the opener of a weekend series at Camden Yards. Gray
(4-4) turned in one of his best
starts this season for the
Yankees. After struggling in
the first two innings, giving up
one run on two hits and hitting
a batter, he recovered to go
six innings as New York won
for the third straight time.
Aroldis Chapman earned his
13th save by striking out the
side in the ninth.  Orioles
starter Andrew Cashner (2-7)
allowed three runs on nine hits in six innings, giving up
single runs in the third, fifth and sixth innings.

CUBS 7, METS 4
Kris Bryant capped a three-run seventh inning with a

go-ahead RBI single and Kyle Schwarber launched a
three-run homer in the eighth inning as Chicago came
back to beat host New York at Citi Field. The Cubs have
won five of six. The Mets have dropped seven of nine to
fall under .500 (27-28) for the first time this season. The
late rally made a winner out of left-hander Randy
Rosario (1-1), who tossed 1 2/3 hitless innings of relief.
Schwarber’s three-run homer off Paul Sewald (0-4) in
the eighth provided some valuable insurance for the
Cubs. Mets right-hander Zack Wheeler carried a five-hit
shutout into the seventh before the Cubs came back.

TIGERS 5, BLUE JAYS 2
JaCoby Jones ripped a two-run triple during a four-

run second inning and converted reliever Blaine Hardy
won his second consecutive start as host Detroit
downed Toronto. Hardy (2-0) limited the Blue Jays to
two runs on three hits in six innings. Shane Greene
pitched the ninth and collected his 14th save. Nicholas
Castellanos supplied three hits, including a solo homer,
in Detroit’s third straight victory. Miguel Cabrera came
off the DL and went 1-for-3 with a walk.

ASTROS 7, RED SOX 3
George Springer belted his team-leading 12th home

run, one of three homers for host Houston in defeating
Boston at Minute Maid Park. Springer, who went 3-for-
4, added a walk and a single against Red Sox ace left-
hander Chris Sale (5-3), who surrendered four runs on
six hits and one walk with six strikeouts over six innings.
Boston nearly erased a 4-1 deficit in the top of the
fourth when Mitch Moreland and J.D. Martinez record-
ed back-to-back home runs off Astros right-hander
Gerrit Cole (6-1), who settled in to complete seven
innings of three-run ball.

WHITE SOX 8, BREWERS 3
Tim Anderson’s two-out, two-run triple in the sixth

inning broke open a tie game, and five Chicago relievers
held visiting Milwaukee hitless for the final 5 2/3 innings
in the first game of a three-game interleague series.
Hector Santiago started for the White Sox and was
pulled with one out in the fourth after allowing three
runs on five hits and five walks with one strikeout. He
was followed by Chris Volstad, Luis Avilan, Joakim Soria,
Bruce Rondon and Nate Jones, who allowed a combined

three baserunners, all on walks.
Avilan (2-0) got the win after
getting the final out of the sixth
inning.  Chase Anderson (4-4)
took the loss for the Brewers
after allowing four runs (three
earned) in 5 2/3 innings with
one strikeout and one walk.

TWINS 7, INDIANS 4
Eduardo Escobar hit a pair

of home runs and Jose Berrios
(6-5) cooled off Cleveland’s red-hot bats as host
Minnesota snapped a three-game losing streak at
Target Field. Escobar ignited the Twins with a three-run
home run in the first inning and added an insurance solo
blast in the seventh inning. The Indians had scored seven
or more runs in each game of their six-game win streak
that ended. Cleveland starter Carlos Carrasco (6-4) did-
n’t make it out of the fourth inning. He surrendered six
runs on seven hits, including three doubles and a home
run, in 3 2/3 innings.

ATHLETICS 16, ROYALS 0
Right-hander Frankie Montas threw eight shutout

innings while Matt Olson and Dustin Fowler bombed a
pair of home runs apiece, delivering Oakland a rout over
host Kansas City. Promoted from Triple-A last week and
making just his fourth career start, Montas (2-0) pitched
his second straight impressive game to help the A’s win
a fifth straight on the road. The 25-year-old rookie, who
recorded his first career win in a 2-1 triumph over
Arizona on Sunday, was lifted after throwing 99 pitches
in eight innings.  He allowed seven hits and did not walk
a batter, striking out two. The A’s scored seven runs in
both the third and ninth inning.

PIRATES 4, CARDINALS 0
Jameson Taillon pitched eight shutout innings for his

first win since April 8 as visiting Pittsburgh beat St.
Louis. Edgar Santana pitched a scoreless ninth to com-
plete the shutout. Adam Frazier was 2-for-4 with a dou-

ble, a triple and two runs scored for the Pirates, and
Corey Dickerson was 2-for-4 with an RBI double and a
run scored. Taillon (3-4) allowed four base runners, on
three singles and a walk, and struck out six while rack-
ing up 104 pitches. Two of those hits came in the fifth,
putting Marcell Ozuna and Dexter Fowler on first and
second with no outs, but Taillon struck out Yairo Munoz
and Kolten Wong and got Francisco Pena to ground out.

DODGERS 11, ROCKIES 8
Yasiel Puig, Chris Taylor and Matt Kemp homered,

Dennis Santana (1-0) got the win in his major league
debut and visiting Los Angeles beat Colorado. Puig fin-
ished with four hits to tie a career high. Colorado’s
Nolan Arenado homered, and DJ LeMahieu also tied a
career high with four hits in his return from the disabled
list. With 80 percent of their staff on the disabled list-
including ace Clayton Kershaw, who was added before
the game-the Dodgers didn’t employ a starter but
instead used six relievers. Kenley Jansen got the last
four outs for his 13th save after surviving a ninth-inning
Colorado rally.

DIAMONDBACKS 9, MARLINS 1
Second baseman Daniel Descalso hit the first of

Arizona’s franchise-record-tying six homers and Clay
Buchholz won his first game since 2016 as host Arizona
routed Miami. Descalso walked and scored in the first
inning, and his two-run homer in the second inning trig-
gered a long-ball barrage that included two homers by
Ketel Marte and one apiece by Jake Lamb, David
Peralta and John Ryan Murphy. Marte, a switch-hitter, is
the sixth player in franchise history to homer from both
sides of the plate in the same game. Buchholz (1-1) gave

up six hits and one run in a season-high seven innings in
his third start as the Diamondbacks won for the third
time in four games following a stretch in which they lost
15 of 17. He struck out nine and walked one in his first
victory since Sept. 21, 2016, with Boston.

ANGELS 6, RANGERS 0
Albert Pujols and Ian Kinsler each hit two-run home

runs early in the game, and 21-year-old rookie right-
hander Jaime Barria (5-1) took it from there in Los
Angeles’ victory over Texas at Angel Stadium. Pujols
connected off the Rangers’ 45-year-old starter Bartolo
Colon (2-3) in the first inning, and Kinsler’s blast came in
the second. Barria threw six scoreless innings, allowing
four hits and one walk while striking out six and making
89 pitches. Colon, who won a Cy Young Award with the
Angels in 2005, was in the Cleveland Indians’ minor
league system in 1996 — one year away from making
his major league debut-when Barria was born.

REDS 7, PADRES 2
Jose Peraza, Tucker Barnhart and Scooter Gennett led

the Cincinnati offense and a pair of right-handers, starter
Tyler Mahle and reliever Michael Lorenzen, combined to
hold host San Diego scoreless for 8 2/3 innings. Mahle
(4-6) gave up five hits and two walks with five strikeouts
in five innings. Lorenzen got a rare four-inning save, his
first save of the season.  He retired the first 11 Padres he
faced before Hunter Renfroe’s two-out double in the
ninth led to a two-run rally. The Reds spoiled the major
league debut of Padres right-hander Walker Lockett (0-
1), who allowed four runs on four hits and five walks
against two strikeouts in 3 2/3 innings as San Diego saw a
three-game winning streak come to an end. — Reuters

Foltynewicz bedazzles Nats with 2-hit 
shutout, boosts Atlantas’ NL East lead

Aroldis earns his 13th save by striking out the side in the ninth

ATLANTA: Dansby Swanson #7 of the Atlanta Braves celebrates with Johan Camargo #17 after hitting a
three run home run during the seventh inning against the Washington Nationals at SunTrust Park on
Friday in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

HEADINGLY: England’s captain Joe Root makes the crease on the second day of the
second Test cricket match between England and Pakistan at Headingley cricket
ground in Leeds, northern England yesterday. — AFP
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Vaughan steps
up attack on
Broad
LEEDS: Former England captain
Michael Vaughan stepped up his spat
with paceman Stuart Broad yesterday
as rain prevented any play on the
second morning of the second Test
against Pakistan at Headingley.

Vaughan, who played 82 times for
his country, is now an outspoken
media pundit and angered Broad
after England’s first-test rout at
Lord’s by suggesting they should
consider dropping the 31-year-old
bowler for his lacklustre performance.
The loss was the first time England
had been beaten in the opening test
of a home summer since 1995.

Broad, who has taken 414 test
wickets at an average of 29 since mak-
ing his debut in 2007, responded by
saying the criticism “lacked logic” and
claimed that Vaughan had not “got
much insight into the changing room”.

On the field Broad took three wick-
ets on Friday as England ran through
Pakistan on the first day at Headingley.
Undeterred, Vaughan continued his
attack yesterday, telling the BBC: “My
concern is that he is speaking like that
after one good day.

“You have got  to be careful
when you choose a time to come
out and attack like Stuart did last
night. “England are stil l  68 runs
behind Pakistan. They haven’t won
this test match yet. “The comments
last night were geared as though
England had won the game. He’s a
senior member of the team and I
don’t think it was the right time to
plan that attack.” — Reuters

Saha ruled out 
of Afghanistan 
Test, Karthik in 
MUMBAI: India’s Wriddhiman Saha has
been ruled out of this month’s one-off
Test against Afghanistan with a thumb
injury that will need up to six weeks to
heal, the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) said yesterday.

The 33-year-old wicketkeeper injured
his right thumb while playing for
Sunrisers Hyderabad against Kolkata
Knight Riders in the Indian Premier
League playoffs on May 25. Saha will be
replaced by Dinesh Karthik for the match
starting June 14 in Bengaluru, when
Afghanistan will make their debut in the
five-day format after being granted full

member status along with Ireland last
June. “He was under observation by the
medical staff of the BCCI and the man-
agement has decided to give him ade-
quate rest before the start of the England
Test series,” the BCCI said in a statement. 

“Saha’s recovery period is expected to
be around five to six weeks.” India will
also be without regular captain Virat
Kohli against Afghanistan. The batting
mainstay opted to play for the English
county championship side Surrey in June
but was ruled out after injuring his neck
while fielding during the IPL. 

Saha has been India’s regular glove-
man since the retirement of former cap-
tain Mahendra Singh Dhoni in December
2014. He has played 32 Tests and averages
above 30 with the bat.India begin their
tour of England in July with three
Twenty20 internationals and three one-
day internationals before a five-test series
starting in August.  — Reuters


