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The Kuwait-drafted text had called for “measures to
guarantee the safety and protection” of Palestinian
civilians in Gaza and the occupied West Bank, and
requested a UN report on proposals for an “interna-
tional protection mechanism.” Haley told the council the
measure was “wildly inaccurate in its characterization
of recent events in Gaza” by condemning Israel for the
violence and failing to mention Hamas, which rules
Gaza. “The terrorist group Hamas bears primary
responsibility for the awful living conditions in Gaza,”
she told the council ahead of the vote.

No support for US draft  
During a second vote, the United States failed to win

support for its own rival measure calling on Palestinian
militants to halt their protests in Gaza and condemning
Hamas. Eleven countries abstained, while Russia and

two others opposed it. A draft resolution requires nine
votes to be adopted in the 15-member council and no
veto from the five permanent members-Britain, China,
France, Russia and the United States.

The outcome deepened the deadlock at the top UN
body over how to respond to the flareup of violence in
Gaza that a UN envoy has warned is close to the brink of
war. “This session was another missed opportunity for
this council,” French Ambassador Francois Delattre said,
deploring an “increasingly deafening silence” from the
United Nations on the Israeli-Palestinian crisis. A barrage
of rocket and mortars into Israel from Gaza on Tuesday
was followed by Israeli strikes on 65 militant sites in the
Gaza Strip in the worst flareup since the 2014 war.

Israel has fought three wars in Gaza against Hamas,
which the United States considers a terrorist organiza-
tion. After the failed votes, Arab diplomats said they
were considering turning to the UN General Assembly
to win adoption for the US-vetoed resolution. It was
the second time that Haley has resorted to US veto
power to block a UN measure on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. In December, Haley vetoed a draft resolution
that rejected President Donald Trump’s decision to
move the US embassy to Jerusalem after all 14 other
council members supported it —AFP 

US vetoes UN draft
resolution on...
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you tell lies or give a false testimony or commit any
other sin, for that matter. On this issue, Jaber bin
Abdullah (RA) said, “When fasting, your ears, eyes, and
mouth - among others - should shun lying and commit-
ting other sins. Moreover, there should be a change in
you when fasting. In other words, you should be a better
person when you are fasting than when you are not.
Moreover, fasting should be a training course for you to
become a reformed person (Al-Bayhaqi and
IbnAbiShayba).

(C) Fasting of the créme de la créme, which entails
keeping one’s heart away from lowly aspirations and
motives as well as thoughts that would keep one far
from Allah (SWT). Anyone in this category should be
pre-occupied with things that please Allah (SWT).
Once, Umar’s wife prepared a sumptuous meal after
buying the ingredients from her own savings. After
preparing it wholeheartedly, she served it to him. He told
her that he would not touch it until she invited all the
poor people to share it with him. This was a great lesson
in empathy that we learn during the month of Ramadan,
which we have to observe even after Ramadan. Umar -
by this - demonstrated that he was much more preoccu-
pied with pleasing Allah (SWT) than satisfying his car-
nal desires. This is the highest level of fasting, which is
reached by fulfilling the first two levels of fasting and
then going a step further. 

Fasting is one of the five pillars of Islam. As Muslims,
we should all strive to attain all these three levels when
we fast. Each level accrues to us so many rewards from
Allah (SWT). 

Why was fasting during the month of Ramadan given
preference over other acts of worship? For two reasons:
- It is a secret and an intrinsic act of worship; no one
sees it except Allah (SWT) and the fasting person, and it
can’t be tainted by dissemblance. When carrying out
other acts of worship, people see us. However, no one
can tell for sure whether someone is fasting. Someone
may claim to be fasting yet when he is secluded in a
room or any other place, he eats and drinks when and
where only Allah (SWT) can see him.  

- By fasting, a Muslim actually conquers the devil,
which capitalizes on food, drinks and other carnal
desires to lure human beings into committing sins. By
fasting, the devil is restrained in that it is no longer
active in one’s blood stream. Al-Hulaimi (a scholar and

pious man) said, “All acts of worship are performed
either by doing some actions or avoiding some shameful
deeds. Fasting restrains the act of satisfying one’s carnal
desires illicitly; and this in itself represents patience. 

On the other hand, doing acts of worship that are
required of us requires a lot of patience. Therefore, fast-
ing is half of patience (and this explains why Ramadan in
some instances is referred to as the month of patience).”
(MukhtasarMinhaaj Al-Qasideen 44). - There are a lot
of benefits that accrue to a Muslim who observes the
fast, especially during the month of Ramadan. Abu
Huraira (RA) narrated that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said, “Whoever fasts during the month of Ramadan out
of faith in Allah and expecting rewards from Him, will
get all his previous sins forgiven.” - Fasting was also
prescribed to the people before us - albeit differently:
Allah (SWT) says what can be translated as, “O you
who believe! Fasting has been prescribed for you as it
was prescribed for those before you so that you may
earn piety (guarding yourselves against sin and in the
long run against Allah’s anger and punishment.)” (2: 183) 

Points to ponder
(1) Allah (SWT) informs us in the verse above that

fasting was also prescribed to those before us in order to
comfort us, since there is some difficulty in it. He also
wants to avert some complaints from some people with
weak faith who would ask: Why did Allah (SWT) single
us out by commanding us to fast? It is also an indication
that inasmuch as Allah completed His bounties and favors
upon us, He also completed them upon those whom He
willed among the generations that preceded us. 

(B) The phrase “so that you may gain piety,” implies
that fasting is a shield that keeps us away from commit-
ting sins- the act that, if well observed, will keep us
away from the Hellfire. - Al-Hasan bin Ali (RA) said,
“Allah (SWT) made Ramadan a field track for His ser-
vants to compete in earning His pleasure by obeying
Him; some people excelled in that and thus became vic-
torious, and others lagged behind, thus becoming the
unfortunate losers.” So try this Ramadan to be one of
those who excel and become victorious!

Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center aims at
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and education-
al services that promote a positive and productive role
in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and
interfaith interactions that promote social solidarity. For
more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:
info@tiescenter.net. 

Levels of fasting...

BERLIN: During the Cold War, Sonnenallee was an unre-
markable street with a checkpoint that drew attention only
at Easter when West Berliners visited their relatives in the
East. Nicknamed “Little Beirut,” it was known for its
Lebanese stores and smoky cafes playing old Arab songs.
Then, in 2015, the street was given new life. An influx of
refugees, mostly Syrians, turned Sonnenallee into one of
the busiest streets in the capital. Today, crowds of shop-
pers push past stalls selling fruit and vegetables. 

Two confectioneries mark the Syrian presence, “Green
Idlib” at the northwestern end and “Damascus” to the
southeast. “Little Beirut” became known as “Arab Street.”
Berlin has had an Arab population since 1960, when then
West Germany invited in thousands of Moroccans as
“guest workers” to help rebuild the country’s post-war
economy. In the 1980s and early 1990s, tens of thousands
of Lebanese and Palestinian-Lebanese migrants arrived,
fleeing Lebanon’s civil war. 

Living in parallel societies, many of these Arab migrants
barely integrated with their German neighbors.
Unemployment rates among men are high and a third of
the female population lives on welfare, according to gov-
ernment data. Chancellor Angela Merkel’s decision in 2015
to take in more than one million migrants brought the chal-
lenges of integration to the fore and upended German pol-
itics. Anti-immigrant sentiment propelled the far-right
Alternative fur Deutschland to third in the 2017 election. 

Yet it is earlier generations of Arab migrants in places
like Sonnenallee who often show the greatest resentment
to the newcomers, “more than Germans,” said Rasha
Alkhadra, a 42-year-old YouTube blogger from Syria. Of
the nearly 695,000 migrants who applied for asylum in
Germany in 2016, more than 62 percent received refugee
status or humanitarian protection, which enabled them to
work and receive welfare benefits, according to data from
the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees. Among
applicants from Syria, the figure was higher, at around 97
percent.

In contrast, 10 years earlier less than seven percent of
asylum applicants in Germany received refugee status. A
2016 study by Bielefeld University found more than half of
established migrants in Germany believe the newcomers
should settle for less. “The government opened new hori-
zons for the refugees, horizons which we did not see,” said
Houda Zeidan, 46, a Palestinian-Syrian who has lived in
Berlin for 25 years and works as a nurse caring for the eld-
erly. Zeidan said she came to Germany to join her husband.
She said she wasn’t allowed to work for three years, wasn’t
entitled to welfare benefits and, unlike today’s arrivals, had
to pay for German language classes. “When I saw what
they received, I wished I was a refugee,” she said.

‘Maybe life was very harsh’
Among those arriving on Sonnenallee was 34-year-old

Ammar Kassem, who had made a living in Damascus sell-
ing poultry to restaurants and shops. He left Syria in
September 2015 and arrived in Germany a month later,
having travelled through Turkey, Greece and eastern
Europe. In the summer of 2016, Kassem opened a restau-
rant selling Shawarma and other Levantine food. Today,
Kassem’s restaurant, Aldimashqi, is one of Sonnenallee’s
most popular haunts. Syrian waiters scuttle between the
grilled meat stands and the packed tables. Customers
stand in line to take food away.

But business wasn’t always so good. When a Syrian folk
band performed to celebrate the restaurant’s opening,
Kassem recalled, neighbors complained to the police
about the noise.  Arab gangs demanded protection money,
he said. He refused to pay. Then, in October 2016, masked
men threatened his staff. Several residents corroborated
his story. One said it was impossible for newcomers to
open a business on Sonnenallee without the “unofficial
approval of older, established migrants.” Berlin police said
they had no record of an incident at Aldimashqi, but added
not all incidents are put in a report. “I realized I needed
someone to support and protect me in the market,”
Kassem said.

An old Lebanese family helped him find a new location

for his restaurant and became a partner in the now thriving
business. Ahmad Rezzou, 32, worked as a cashier at
Aldimashqi for more than a year. He said he could tell
whether customers were old or new migrants from the way
they placed their orders. Syrians tended to be friendlier.
“Maybe life here was very harsh to them (old migrants) so
they became like this,” he mused. In Damascus, Rezzou
had studied to become an agricultural engineer before
fleeing his homeland in 2015. 

The fixer
On Sonnenallee, one of the older generation of

migrants, Mansour Azzam, says he has become something
of a peacemaker.  Locals call him Hajji, a name given to
older people who have visited Mecca for the Haj. It was
Azzam who helped restaurant owner Kassem when he was
looking for new premises. Azzam was born 50 years ago in
Ain Al Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon, close
to the coastal city of Saida.  Aged 12, he said he became a
fighter for the Palestinian cause.  He made his way to
Germany in 1996, claiming the status of a political refugee.

Nowadays he lives in an apartment in Sonnenallee,
above a Middle Eastern grocery and restaurant he owns.
Azzam’s grocery offers everything from Lebanese haloumi
cheese to sour Syrian pickles. The restaurant is busy with
Germans and Arabs. In his living room, Azzam served cof-
fee, Syrian confectionary and fruit on a Damascene coffee
table. On the TV, an Arab channel broadcast news from
Syria’s war. “When we came here, we didn’t have anything.
I opened businesses that were needed. I started with a
bakery for Arabic bread. I was never a merchant before, I
spent all my life as a guerilla carrying my gun and sitting in
the camp,” said Azzam.

When the first Syrian refugees began reaching Berlin,
Azzam said there was “confusion and conflict.” Established
shop owners and Syrians with new businesses were fight-
ing one another. Azzam said he established a committee of
shop owners to resolve problems. They meet once a month
and communicate in between on a Whatsapp group. Now,
he is working on establishing a committee for Arab restau-
rants after more than a dozen Syrian restaurants opened in
the past two years. “I told them that if we don’t work
together, we will all lose.” Azzam’s business has expanded
with the advent of refugees who have become a big part of
his staff as well as his customers. More than half of his cur-
rent 235 employees come from Syria.

Memories of home
Azzam’s pragmatic approach is rare. Older Arab Muslim

migrants complain the newcomers are “too liberal.” In
2009, more than 80 percent of Muslim migrants from the
Middle East regarded themselves as “very religious” or
“true believers,” according to government data. Raed
Saleh, a Palestinian-German Social Democrat politician in
Berlin, said new and old Arab migrants had very different
perceptions of their homelands. “Those who have been liv-
ing in Germany for 40 years and could only visit their
countries of origin every two years for 15 days have a very
different idea of that country than those who have just
left,” said Saleh. 

Mohammad Altaweel, a Lebanese migrant who has lived
in Berlin for four decades and has a publishing house in its
Neukoelln district, expressed surprise that Syrian women
were very different from those depicted in Bab Alhara, a
popular Syrian television drama set in the early 1900s. In
the TV drama, the women cover their faces and tend to the
home. “There are many gays and lesbians among the new
arrivals. We didn’t have this in our community before. We
wouldn’t even hear of this,” he said. 

Altaweel came to West Germany in 1975, fleeing
Lebanon’s civil war, and studied journalism. He told how he
started from scratch as a student and then as a business
owner. “Syrians were treated way differently from us when
we arrived. Syrians are allowed to study here at the gov-
ernment expense, as long as they want...They were given
residencies.  When we came here, they didn’t give us resi-
dencies. Do you know much I suffered until I got mine?”

Zeidan, the nurse, sipped coffee in a Turkish cafÈ in the
nearby district of Kreuzberg where she lives. After more
than two decades in Berlin, she is fluent in German but
says she would never brag, “I speak German well.” “I pay
more than a third of my income for them to live. Many
Germans would envy the refugees for their status,” she
said, her short hair tied in a ponytail and her jeans tucked
into long boots. —  Reuters

On Berlin’s ‘Arab 
Street,’ the two 
worlds collide
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what they saw as Saudi society’s plunge into
immorality with entertainment, including cinema and
television, and women taking jobs. 

A bloody military assault dislodged them two weeks
later, leaving scores dead on both sides. Their influence,
however, has remained. Over the past year, Prince

Mohammed has steered a modernization campaign that
aims to sell the country to foreign audiences and
investors, with hundreds of billions of dollars pledged
to projects that will boost tourism and entertainment. 

On Friday, the Crown Prince earned a warning from Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, the jihadist group’s
Yemen-based branch, over his “sinful projects”, which
AQAP said included a WWE wrestling event hosted by the
kingdom in April. Saudi Arabia, an absolute monarchy, will
welcome millions of Muslim faithful on their annual pilgrim-
age to Makkah, Islam’s holiest city, come August. The king-
dom yesterday announced it had set up a royal commission
for Makkah, to be chaired by Prince Mohammed. No fur-
ther details were made available. — AFP 

Saudi King 
reshuffles Cabinet...

KUBINKA, Russia: Russian S-400 anti-aircraft missile launching system is displayed at the exposition field in Kubinka
Patriot Park outside Moscow during the first day of the International Military-Technical Forum Army-2017. Saudi
Arabia has threatened military action against Qatar if it goes ahead and acquires Russia’s top of the range S-400 air
defense missile system, Le Monde daily reported. —  AFP 

PARIS: Saudi Arabia has threatened military action
against Qatar if it goes ahead and acquires Russia’s top
of the range S-400 air defense missile system, Le
Monde daily reported. Citing information it had
obtained, Le Monde said Friday that Riyadh had writ-
ten to French President Emmanuel Macron asking him
to intervene to prevent the deal going ahead and to
help preserve regional stability.

There was no immediate official reaction from the
president’s office or the French foreign ministry to the

report. Saudi Arabia, backed by other regional powers
including Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates, broke off
relations with Qatar in June last year, accusing the Gulf
state of supporting radical Islamist groups and of being
too close to Iran-Riyadh’s arch rival in the region. They
subsequently imposed economic sanctions on Qatar
which has consistently rejected the charges against it.

In an effort to ease its isolation, Qatar has sought
new friends, including Russia. In January, it announced
that talks with Moscow on supplying the sophisticated
S-400 system were at an “advanced stage”. Le Monde
said that in the letter sent to the French president, Saudi
King Salman had expressed his “deep concern” with
the discussions between Doha and Moscow and
warned about the risk of escalation. Saudi Arabia
“would be ready to take all necessary measures to
eliminate this defense system, including military action,”
the newspaper wrote.— AFP 

Russia’s defense
missile system 
raises concerns 

PARIS: A populist government in Rome, political
instability in Madrid, democratic crises in the east and
a transatlantic trade war to the west: the European
Union faces threats and challenges on multiple fronts.
On Friday, Italy’s President Sergio Mattarella swore in
an anti-establishment and eurosceptic government
comprising the Five Star Movement and the far-right
League. Their agenda-increased public spending in
the EU’s most indebted nation, coupled with anti-
German rhetoric-has led to concerns for the bloc’s
future and its single currency, the euro.

Also Friday, Spain’s parliament ousted Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy in a no-confidence vote
sparked by fury over his party’s corruption woes, with
his Socialist arch-rival Pedro Sanchez automatically
taking over. “In Spain, it’s a localized issue about cor-
ruption, but Italy is obviously very serious,” John
Springford of the London-based Centre for European
Reform (CER) think-tank told AFP. “It is too big to fail
in terms of the eurozone, and too big to save.” While
Italy is clearly the most pressing danger facing the 28-
member bloc, it is not the only one.

Asked this week if Rome had become Europe’s
Achilles Heel, Gianni Riotta from the Council on
Foreign Relations joked: “How many heels can Europe
sport? Greece, the United Kingdom, Poland, Hungary-
too many, I’d say.” In eastern Europe, European Union
officials fret that nationalist governments in Poland and
Hungary are undermining democratic standards such
as the independence of the judiciary and media free-
dom. Brussels launched unprecedented legal action

against Warsaw in December over “systemic threats”
to the independence of the Polish judiciary.

Britain, meanwhile, is engaged in the painful and at
times bitter negotiations to leave the European Union,
having decided to leave the bloc in a 2016 referendum.
And Greece is still recovering from its economic
depression caused by a sovereign debt crisis which led
to multiple bailouts by its EU partners since 2010 that
exposed deep tensions in the bloc. “Europe makes me
think of someone that is on the edge of a precipice,
even a little bit further along. Its nails are already in the
air,” former German foreign minister Joschka Fischer
said this week. Veteran financier George Soros, an out-
spoken proponent of greater EU integration, also
warned in recent days that the project was facing “an
existential crisis-everything that could go wrong has
gone wrong”. 

Along with its internal issues, the EU faces some
of the most serious problems in transatlantic relations
since World War II sparked by a series of combative
decisions by US President Donald Trump. From
scrapping the 2015 Iran deal against the wishes of his
EU partners to imposing trade tariffs on steel and
aluminum imports, Trump has pursued his “American
First” agenda with little regard for America’s tradi-
tional allies. 

Some analysts say they believe Trump could be the
catalyst Europe needs to finally become a more cohe-
sive bloc that comes together to act more forcefully in
the face of external threats. “Trump will perhaps suc-
ceed where no one has succeeded before him: by
uniting the Europeans,” said Pascale Joannin, director
of the Robert Schuman think-tank. This was French
President Emmanuel Macron’s hope after his election
last May, when he came to power promising to reform
the EU and arguing that its members needed to club
together in an increasingly dangerous world. — AFP 

EU counts its crises 
as problems mount


