
Te c h n o l o g y Sunday, June 3, 2018

15Established 1961 

Erdogan says Uber 
‘finished’ in Turkey
ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said the
ride hailing app Uber is “finished” in Turkey, following
intense pressure from Istanbul taxi drivers for the service
to be banned. Erdogan’s comments, in a late night speech
Friday in Istanbul, came after the government agreed new
rules that are expected to severely complicate Uber’s
operations in Turkey.

Drivers of Istanbul’s yellow taxis have over the last
months waged an intense campaign to have Uber banned,
saying the company is eating into their business without
having a proper legal basis for work. “This thing emerged
called Uber or Muber or whatever,” said Erdogan. “But this
issue is now finished. It’s over now.” “Our Prime Minister
(Binali Yildirim) made the announcement. We have our sys-
tem of taxis,” he added.

Yildirim’s government last month issued a directive
sharply hiking fines and threatened blacklisting for compa-
nies whose vehicles illegally work as taxis. The official taxi
drivers association said at the time the measure would be a
major threat to Uber, if it was properly enforced by the traf-
fic police. Erdogan said that while Uber may be popular in
some European countries, Turkey was different. “Why did it
(Uber) emerge? Because it was in Europe. But what is
Europe to me? We will take the decision ourselves.”

His comments come three weeks ahead of keenly-con-
tested presidential and parliamentary elections. Many
Istanbul taxi drivers-though not all-are strong Erdogan sup-
porters and the main taxi associations back him. The 17,400
official yellow taxis in Istanbul are a pillar of the city’s often
patchy transport system, but critics say that poor quality
service and overcharging have given Uber an opportunity.
The yellow taxi drivers, on the other hand, slam Uber as
“pirates” who are swallowing their incomes in an already
tight market.

Uber has said it is committed to working in Turkey and
insisted it is operating within the law. “We want to work in
cooperation with all the relevant stakeholders to improve
transportation options in Turkey and we are committed
long-term to Turkey, to the end, as a loyal partner,” it said in
a rare Turkish statement this week. The tension in Turkey is
one of a number of headaches for Uber and its new chief
executive Dara Khosrowshahi, who took over last August
after founder Travis Kalanick was ousted following a series
of scandals. 

Uber passenger shot dead
In other news, a driver with the ride-sharing service Uber

was arrested on Friday for suspicion of first-degree murder
after Denver police said he fatally shot a passenger in his
vehicle. Michael Andre Hancock, 29, was being held without
bond in the Denver County jail pending the formal filing of
charges, according to jail records. It was unclear if he had
legal representation. 

According to a Denver Police probable cause affidavit,
on Friday morning a man later identified as Hancock told a
motorist on the side of a highway that he had just shot a rid-
er who tried to attack him.  Police found a sedan stopped
perpendicular to traffic on a ramp and a man with gunshot
wounds lying on the floor board of the front passenger seat,
the affidavit said.

The Denver Medical Examiner’s Office identified the
dead man as Hyun Kim, 45. Police said they removed a semi-
automatic pistol from Hancock’s waistband, and later recov-
ered 10 spent 40-caliber cartridges on the shoulder of the
highway. Hancock was arrested, but police did not provide
further details. Uber said in a statement that it was “deeply
troubled” by the arrest of Hancock, a contract driver with the
company for nearly three years. —Agencies

WASHINGTON: Facebook is rapidly losing ground against rival
internet platforms in attracting and keeping US teenagers, a sur-
vey showed recently. The Pew Research Center report confirms
a trend seen in other surveys, showing a sharp drop in
Facebook’s share of what had long been a core age segment for
the huge social network.

The survey found 51 percent of US teens ages 13 to 17 use
Facebook, compared with 85 percent for YouTube, 72 percent
for Instagram and 69 percent who are on Snapchat. The land-
scape has shifted since a 2014-15 Pew survey which found
Facebook leading other social networks with 71 percent of the
teen segment.

According to the survey, 95 percent of the teens survey said
they used a smartphone and 45 percent were online “almost
constantly,” with both figures showing increases from prior sur-
veys. “The social media environment among teens is quite differ-
ent from what it was just three years ago,” said Pew researcher
Monica Anderson, the lead author
of the report. “Back then, teens’
social media use mostly revolved
around Facebook. Today, their
habits revolve less around a single
platform. At the same time we’ve
seen this shift, teens are more digi-
tally connected than ever.”

The survey showed a split over
the impact of social media on the
lives of the teens. Pew found 31
percent said social media has had a
mostly positive impact, with 24
percent describing its effect as
mostly negative. The remaining 45 percent said it was neither.
Those who reported a positive impact cited the ability to stay
connected, find news and people  with similar interests. Others
who found social media harmful cited the potential for online
bullying, spreading of false information and addiction.

Facebook is the world’s biggest social network with some
two billion regular users. But some surveys and analysts suggest
it is losing appeal to younger users amid a rise in services like
Snapchat and Facebook-owned Instagram. A report earlier this
year by the research firm eMarketer said Snapchat is drawing
youths away from Facebook at a quicker clip than Facebook-
owned Instagram. According to eMarketer, Facebook will lose
two million US users under the age 24 this year, offsetting those
losses with gains among older users. A report last year by invest-

ment firm Piper Jaffray showed Snapchat is the preferred social
network for US teens, with 47 percent using the platform.

Facebook to change ‘trending’ topics 
Facebook on Friday said it is getting rid of a “trending” topics

feature as it tests ways for publishers to deliver reliable breaking
news. The Trending feature introduced four years ago listed sto-
ries buzzing on Facebook at any given time. “We’re exploring
new ways to help people stay informed about timely, breaking
news that matters to them, while making sure the news they see
on Facebook is from trustworthy and quality sources,” Alex
Hardiman, Facebook’s head of news products, said in a blog post.

He said the Trending feature would be removed “soon.”
Facebook and other social media platforms have been criticized
for their role in allowing disinformation to spread during the
2016 US election, in many cases with the help of automated
“bots” or disguised Russian-based accounts. Trending was only

available in a handful of countries,
and accounted for a paltry fraction
of clicks through to news publish-
ers, according to Hardiman.

Facebook said it is working
with 80 publishers in Australia,
Europe, India, and the Americas on
a “Breaking News” label to adorn
posts in News Feed. The
California-based social network is
also testing a “Today” section
dedicated to “breaking and impor-
tant news” from local publishers,
officials and organizations, accord-

ing to Hardiman. A Facebook Watch zone for online video view-
ing will soon get a news section complete with live coverage,
daily briefings, and “deep dives,” he added. “We are committed
to ensuring the news that people see on Facebook is high quality,
and we’re investing in ways to better draw attention to breaking
news when it matters most,” Hardiman said.

Spanish consumer group to sue 
Elsewhere a Spanish consumer group said it will sue

Facebook over the alleged misuse of the personal data of 26 mil-
lion users of the social network in Spain.  In a class-action law-
suit, the group OCU said it will seek “at least” 200 euros ($230)
in compensation for each Facebook user.  The claim will repre-
sent “all Facebook users in Spain”, not just those affected by the

Cambridge Analytica data sharing scandal, in which the British
consultancy obtained the data of millions of Facebook users for
political purposes.

OCU said it believes “Facebook violated legislation regarding
data protection”, because it did not tell users how it would use
their data, nor ask for their authorization.  It said it had acted in
coordination with other consumer rights groups in Portugal,
Belgium and Italy which will file similar lawsuits in their countries.
The lawsuits are the latest faced by Facebook, which counts more
than two billion users worldwide, over its handling of sensitive
personal data that enable it to micro-target online advertising.

A French internet users group said Monday it had filed a
class-action lawsuit against Facebook and four other tech
firms-Apple, Google, Amazon and LinkedIn-for the alleged

misuse of personal data.  Austrian privacy campaigner Max
Schrems has brought several cases against Facebook and oth-
er tech firms in several European countries, arguing they were
acting illegally by forcing users to accept intrusive terms of
service or lose access.

Facebook has admitted that up to 87 million users may
have had their data hijacked by Cambridge Analytica, which
worked for US President Donald Trump during his 2016 cam-
paign. Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg told a hearing at the
European Parliament last week that his firm will make huge
investments to protect users. He also said he was “sorry” for
the Cambridge Analytica breaches, but also for its failure to
crack down on election interference, “fake news” and other
data misuses. —AFP

‘Environment different from what it was just three years ago’

Facebook sinking fast among 
US teens, losing to rival apps

PARIS: This file illustration shows a close-up of the Facebook logo in the eye of a person posing while
she looks at a flipped logo of Facebook. —AFP

‘Surprising’
methane dunes
found on Pluto
TAMPA: Pluto is covered with surpris-
ing dunes made of methane ice, which
have formed relatively recently despite
the frigid dwarf planet’s very thin
atmosphere, international researchers
said. Pluto’s atmosphere has a surface
pressure 100,000 times lower than
Earth’s, which researchers suspected
might be too little to allow tiny grains of
solid methane to mobilize and become
airborne. 

Yet mild winds blowing across
Pluto’s surface at speeds of some 19-25
miles per hour have forged these rip-
ples at the border of an ice plain and
mountain range, said the report in the
journal Science. “The likely source of
the dune grains is methane ice blown
from nearby mountains,” said the
Science report. “Although nitrogen ice
cannot be ruled out.”

The dunes are scattered across a
belt-like area some 45 miles across, and
were spotted with NASA’s New
Horizons spacecraft when it flew by in
2015, said the report. “When we first saw
the New Horizons images, we thought
instantly that these were dunes but it
was really surprising because we know
there is not much of an atmosphere,”
said co-author Jani Radebaugh, associ-
ate professor in the department of geo-

logical sciences at Brigham Young
University. “However despite being 30
times further away from the Sun as the
Earth, it turns out Pluto still has Earth-
like characteristics.”

Other cosmic bodies that are known
to have dunes-besides Earth-include
Mars and Venus, as well as Saturn’s
moon Titan and the comet 67P/
Churyumov-Gerasimenko. “We knew
that every solar system body with an
atmosphere and a solid rocky surface
has dunes on it, but we didn’t know what
we’d find on Pluto,” said lead author
Matt Telfer, lecturer in physical geogra-
phy at the University of Plymouth.

“It turns out that even though there is
so little atmosphere, and the surface
temperature is around -230 Celsius (-
382 Fahrenheit), we still get dunes form-
ing.” Scientists also believe the dunes,
which seem undisturbed, likely formed
within the last 500,000 years, possibly
much more recently. On Earth, to form
such dunes with sand requires stronger
winds, said co-author Eric Parteli, lectur-
er in Computational Geosciences at the
University of Cologne. 

“The considerably lower gravity of
Pluto, and the extremely low atmospher-
ic pressure, means the winds needed to
maintain sediment transport can be a
hundred times lower,” he said. On Pluto,
solar radiation also causes temperature
gradients in the granular ice layer, which
contributes to the ability of dunes to
form. “Together, we have found that
these combined processes can form
dunes under normal, everyday wind con-
ditions on Pluto,” Parteli said. —AFP

This highest-resolution file image from NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft taken December
4, 2015 and obtained June 1, 2018, shows great blocks of Pluto’s water-ice crust appearing
jammed together in the informally named al-Idrisi mountains, some mountain sides appear
coated in dark material, while other sides are bright. —AFP

Smartphone market 
to stay cool this 
year: Forecast
SAN FRANCISCO: International Data
Corporation forecast Wednesday that global
smartphone sales would cool this year before
heating up with help from new 5G networks
and India’s vibrant market. An IDC
Worldwide Mobile Phone Tracker expected
smartphone sales to slip two-tenths of a per-
cent this year to total 1.462 billion in a sec-
ond straight year of slight decline. But IDC
predicted that the smartphone market would
reignite next year, growing about 3 percent
annually to 1.654 billion in the year 2022.

The “biggest driver” of the downturn last
year was said by IDC to be the China mar-
ket, which it expected to be down 7.1 per-
cent this year after shrinking 4.9 percent last
year. IDC forecast that the smartphone mar-
ket in China would flatten out next year,
while sales in India were expected to contin-
ue to boom on low-priced handsets sold by
Chinese companies.

“China remains the focal point for many
given that it consumes roughly 30 percent of
the world’s smartphones,” IDC Worldwide

Quarterly Mobile Device Tacker program
vice president Ryan Reith said in a release.
“But, plenty of pockets of growth can be
found beyond China.” A “catalyst to watch”
will be arrival next year of smartphones tai-
lored for ultra-fast 5G telecommunications
networks, according to IDC.

While smartphone shipments will ebb this
year, the average selling price will rise more
than 10 percent to $345 and remain on an
upward trend, said IDC research manager
Anthony Scarsella. “This year will continue to
focus on the ultra-high-end segment of the
market as we expect a surge of premium
flagship devices to launch in developed mar-
kets,” Scarsella said.

A trend toward premium smartphones
would play to Apple’s strength, and IDC
expected iPhone sales to grow 2.6 percent
to 221 million total this year and to climb
to 242 million by the year 2022. Handsets
powered by Google-backed Android
mobile were expected to continue to dom-
inate the smartphone market, with a share
of about 85 percent remaining relatively
stable during the coming five years.
“There is no question that Android is the
OS (operating system) of choice for the
mass market and nothing leads us to
believe this will change,” IDC said in its
forecast. —AFP

A split over 
the impact of
social media

SEOUL: In this file photo taken on April 05, 2018 a woman walks past an advertisement for the
Samsung Galaxy S9 at a mobile phone shop. —AFP


