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WASHINGTON; Human rights groups took to the streets
in cities across the United States on Friday to protest the
Trump administration’s policy to separate asylum-seek-
ing Central American immigrant children from their par-
ents. Hundreds of people chanted “families belong
together” in front of the Justice Department in
Washington, accusing the government of violating human
rights and traumatizing children for political reasons.

“This is indeed an emergency - every single day chil-
dren are ripped apart from their parents and the Trump
administration must immedi-
ately cease this policy,” said
Jessica Morales, chairwoman
of We Belong Together, an
immigrant advocacy group.
The protests came after
President Donald Trump’s
administration confirmed that
it had split hundreds of fami-
lies who crossed the southern
border without immigration
documents since October.

Last month, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions
announced an official policy of arresting and separating
all parents from their children if they cross the border
illegally. The government sees the policy as a necessary
deterrent to illegal immigration, but the critics say it is
cruel to refugees and asylum seekers fleeing violence in
Central America. “This attorney general made a decision
to separate our kids from their parents. This is immoral,
it’s a crime, and we are not going to accept that,” said
Gustavo Torres, executive director of the immigrant
advocacy group CASA.

The backlash has placed Trump, who has promised to
halt illegal immigration, on the defensive, ironically blam-
ing Democrats for a policy choice his administration has
made. The American Civil Liberties Union has filed a law-
suit challenging the policy, calling it a violation of human
rights. “Separating families is more than cruel and unnec-
essary - it’s torture,” the ACLU said.

Surge of asylum requests 
The policy aims to stem a surge of poor families most-

ly from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras pouring
into the United States. Citing the daily violence in their
home countries, thousands each week cross the US-
Mexico border and immediately turn themselves in to
authorities asking for asylum. They are part of a broader
rebound in illegal immigration that has deeply angered
Trump. In April alone, 50,924 people were detained after
crossing the border without papers, including 4,314

unaccompanied children and
9,647 family units, according
to US Customs and Border
Patrol.

Late last year, the Trump
administration quietly began
separating some illegal bor-
der crossers from their chil-
dren, sending the youngsters
to holding facilities for several
weeks before either transfer-
ring them back to parents or
to relatives already living in
the United States. From

October to April, about 700 children were separated
from their parents. With illegal border crossings and asy-
lum requests undeterred, Sessions announced last month
a “zero tolerance” policy that will see every unauthorized
border crosser charged with a crime even before they
can request asylum.

“Today, we are here to send a message to the world:
We are not going to let this country be overwhelmed... If
you cross this border unlawfully, then we will prosecute
you,” Sessions said. “If you are smuggling a child, then we
will prosecute you and that child will be separated from
you as required by law,” he said, adding: “If you don’t like
that, then don’t smuggle children over our border.”

Migrants fleeing real dangers 
The administration says the families who send or

bring their children across the border are working with

organized human smugglers who teach them exactly
what to say to be placed into the asylum processing.
That gives an incentive for people to head to the United
States, they argue. The immigrants say they are fleeing
real dangers in their home countries. In the two weeks
that followed Sessions’s announcement, authorities
arrested 658 children together with 638 adults, US
Border Patrol deputy chief of operations Richard
Hudson told lawmakers last week.

The children are believed to have been taken away
from their parents, but Hudson would not confirm that. At
the Washington protest, Guatemala native Exel Estrada,
who came to the United States at 15 and just finished his
first year in a US college, said the Trump administration is
“against all immigrants”. “I too was an unaccompanied
minor, I too was in a detention center,” Estrada said. “If
there were policies like these four years ago, I would not
be standing here today.”— AFP 
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WASHINGTON: A social media expert who worked
with influential Donald Trump ally Roger Stone during
the 2016 US presidential race testified before a federal
grand jury on Friday after being subpoenaed by the
special counsel investigating potential collusion between
Trump’s campaign and Russia. Jason Sullivan arrived at
the federal courthouse in Washington at around 9 am
and left the courthouse at around 11:30 am. After his
closed-door grand jury testimony ended, Sullivan
declined to comment on what questions Special Counsel
Robert Mueller’s team had asked him. 

Knut Johnson, one of two lawyers who accompanied
Sullivan to the courthouse, said because the testimony
was part of an “ongoing investigation,” neither Sullivan
nor his lawyers wished to discuss details of it. Johnson
said Sullivan was “open” and “truthful” in his statements
to the grand jury. Sullivan received two subpoenas last
month from Mueller’s office, one summoning him to tes-
tify before the Washington grand jury and the second
requiring him to provide documents and other data to
investigators, according to copies of the subpoenas seen
by Reuters. 

Sullivan is a social media and Twitter specialist who
worked for an independent political action committee
formed by Stone, a long-time Trump adviser and backer,
to support Trump’s campaign. Stone has said Sullivan is
one of eight of his associates approached by Mueller’s
investigators. This outreach to Stone’s associates sug-
gests Mueller may be focusing in part on Stone and
whether he may have had advance knowledge of materi-
al detrimental to Trump’s 2016 Democratic opponent
Hillary Clinton that US intelligence agencies have con-
cluded was hacked by Russia and sent to WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange to publish.

“Welcome To The Age of Weaponized Social
Media,” said a strategy document Sullivan prepared for
Stone and seen by Reuters. Sullivan described a “sys-
tem” he devised for creating Twitter “swarms” as “an
army of sophisticated, hyper-targeted direct tweet
automation systems driven by outcomes-based strate-
gies derived from REAL-TIME actionable insights.” In
an emailed statement on Friday, Stone said, “All of the
social media activities undertaken by Jason Sullivan
were perfectly legal and within the norms of effective
political communication.”

“I reiterate that I had no advance notice of the con-
tent, source and exact schedule of the Wikileaks DNC
disclosures,” Stone added. “I received nothing from
Wikileaks or Julian Assange or anyone else including
allegedly hacked emails and passed nothing into Donald
Trump or the Trump campaign.” Stone previously has
denied having an inside track to WikiLeaks or others
who hacked or published Democratic Party and Clinton-
related emails that surfaced during the campaign. Stone
has said no one from Mueller’s team has tried to contact
him. In September Stone appeared before the House
Intelligence committee for almost three hours and
denied accusations of collusion between the president’s
associates and Russia during the 2016 election. Trump
has denied collusion and called Mueller’s investigation a
“witch hunt”. The Senate Intelligence Committee is also
stepping up an investigation into WikiLeaks and how
the website obtained and distributed hacked emails dur-
ing the campaign, said a congressional source, speaking
on condition of anonymity. — Reuters 
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NEW YORK: Hundreds of immigrant rights advocates and others participate in rally and demonstration at the
Federal Building in lower Manhattan against the Trump administrationís policy that enables federal agents to
take migrant children away from their parents at the border on Friday. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: She is the powerful, glamorous first
daughter, a woman even liberals hoped would be a moder-
ating influence on her presidential father. Today, the repu-
tation of divisive White House figure Ivanka Trump is
under siege. The impeccably presentable working mom
has emerged as a lightning rod for many Americans disap-
pointed with the Trump clan, but particularly among
Democrats who had envisioned her as a voice of reason in
Donald Trump’s rollercoaster administration.

The wife of close Trump adviser Jared Kushner had
vowed to influence her father on multiple subjects, from
child care to climate change. But she has been branded
“complicit” for letting Trump undo key pay equity rules,
cowardly for her failure to speak up forcefully on issues
including her father’s misogyny, and accused of co-opting
feminism by convincing women that candidate Trump had
their best interests at heart.

Most recently, a comedian hurled a gendered four-let-
ter expletive at her for not adequately addressing immi-
gration concerns. She has attended private discussions
with world leaders, including a dinner with South Korea’s
president to discuss the US nuclear standoff with
Pyongyang. And she briefly sat in for Trump at a G-20
meeting, earning accusations of nepotism by those miffed
by her insufficient diplomatic qualifications for the role.

Ivanka drew flak in March when she was all smiles cele-
brating the controversial relocation of the US embassy in
Israel to Jerusalem, as Israeli forces killed dozens of
protesting Palestinians in Gaza. Recently she was bom-
barded with accusations of tone deafness after tweeting a
photo of herself hugging her son while outrage swelled
over the Trump administration policy authorizing separa-
tion of border-crossing children from their parents.

During a segment about the policy on Wednesday’s
“Full Frontal with Samantha Bee”, the host used the C-
word to describe the first daughter, shocking language
even by today’s standards. Bee apologized Thursday, call-
ing her verbal attack “inappropriate and inexcusable”. “I
crossed a line, and I deeply regret it,” she said.

‘Everybody loves Ivanka’ 
Trump has acknowledged that his daughter - poised

and charming - can serve to soften his rough edges, as she
did on the campaign trail. “Everybody loves Ivanka,” the
president mused last September. “Sometimes they’ll say:
You know, he can’t be that bad of a guy, look at Ivanka.”
Experts see a first daughter with extraordinary power.
“She attracts criticism too because she set herself up to be
the conscience of the Trump administration,” Iowa State
University history professor Stacy Cordery, an expert on
first families, told AFP Thursday.

Americans, she added, are more comfortable when the
president’s children maintain low profiles. Ivanka “has an
unprecedented and highly visible, yet amorphous role,”
Cordery said. “That runs counter to American history and
tradition.” Ivanka has refused to describe herself categori-
cally as Republican or Democrat. But her mysterious role
as special assistant to the president has been questioned
from the start.

Critics argue she has not pushed back enough publicly
against her father. She presented herself as a champion of
equal pay for equal work, vowing to “fight for this right
alongside of him,” only to support Trump’s rollback of a
key equal pay initiative once he was president. But she has
not remained silent on controversial issues. Last August,
when her father failed to directly condemn neo-Nazis after
deadly violence in Charlottesville, Ivanka issued a clear
denunciation, tweeting that “there should be no place in
society for racism”. Months later, she broke with her father
when he supported accused child predator Roy Moore in
his failed Senate bid. —AFP 
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MEXICO CITY: In March, Daniel Trejo, a 41-year-old car
mechanic in the Mexican northern border city of Nuevo
Laredo, was violently pulled from his home at night by
men dressed as Marines. It was the last time his wife saw
him. On Wednesday, the United Nations cited “strong indi-
cations” that Mexican security forces were behind the dis-
appearance of 23 people in and around the city between
February and mid-May. The Nuevo Laredo Human Rights
Committee (CDHNL), a group that documents accusations
of abuse against security forces, has said there were more
cases from that period and that if reports from January
were included, the total would exceed 50 so far this year.

“They came into my house, breaking the door. ... They
pointed guns at me and my husband, and when they saw
that I was an American citizen, I thought, ‘They’re going
to kill me’,” said Jessica Molina, Trejo’s wife. “They took
him without an arrest warrant, even though he showed
them he was working all day in his garage in Laredo,
Texas,” she said, adding that no reason was given for her
husband’s arrest. The Navy declined to comment when
contacted by Reuters.

No official government source has confirmed that
Marines were involved in Trejo’s disappearance or other
cases. Late on Friday, the Attorney General’s office issued
a statement saying it had begun investigations into 28 pos-
sible forced disappearances in Nuevo Laredo’s home state
of Tamaulipas where the Navy had been accused of
involvement.

Mexico’s government issued a statement on Thursday
that officials from the foreign ministry, interior ministry and
attorney general’s office met with Navy commanders after
the UN report. The government said officials would coor-
dinate with the UN human rights office, go to Nuevo
Laredo to interview witnesses, find the victims and punish
those responsible.— Reuters 
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MANAGUA: Mourning families held funerals across
Nicaragua on Friday for 16 people killed in one of the
bloodiest days of protest in the country, where weeks of
anti-government demonstrations have left more than 100
dead. Anguished relatives sobbed over the caskets of their
loved ones at a series of funerals in the capital Managua,
shocked over the brutal repression of what was a peaceful
Mother’s Day march on Wednesday.

Hundreds of people packed into a church in Managua
for the funeral of 14-year-old high school student Orlando
Cordoba. He was hit by a bullet while marching in a
protest against President Daniel Ortega’s government at
the Central American University. The teenager’s body was
draped with a blue-and-white scarf bearing the legend
“Free Nicaragua”. “Lord give me peace in my heart... I
never expected this,” said his weeping mother, Yadira
Cordoba, as she clung to his coffin while it was being
closed. Policeman Armando Reyes asked fellow police to
leave the funeral of his son Francisco Reyes, 34, who was
shot in the head during Wednesday’s march. “It wasn’t a
dog that died,” he said. “I am very hurt. I never imagined
they would take my son’s life. They murdered him without
a problem, they are murderers,” the dead man’s mother,
Guillermina Zapata, told AFP. Similar emotional scenes
were repeated at other funerals as victims were laid to
rest after what protest umbrella group Civic Alliance
described as the “worst massacre” since protests started
on April 18.

Ortega, 72, has dominated Nicaraguan politics since
leading the Sandinista revolution that ousted dictator
Anastasio Somoza in 1979. He took over the country as
head of a ruling junta and then president until 1990, then
returned to power in 2007 - and looks determined to stay
there, despite the protests and the devastating loss of his
once-solid support from the business elite. The seven-
week-old protests began over a much-hated pension

reform and ballooned into a mass threat to Ortega’s rule.
The embattled president denies repressing them, and

called Wednesday’s unrest a “conspiracy” by the opposi-
tion aimed at “terrorizing” the people. He has rejected
calls to step down and the Catholic Church, which has
tried to mediate the conflict, has refused to resume the
talks as long as government “repression” continues.
Casting further shadows over the talks, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights warned that
Silvio Jose Baez, the auxiliary bishop of Managua who
had been mediating them, had received “death threats”
and that his life was in danger, in a statement released in
Washington.

The Organization of American States meanwhile said
Ortega’s government had agreed to a timeline for propos-
ing electoral reforms by the end of the year. However, the
announcement will scarcely placate the opposition, which
is calling for the immediate overhaul of a system it says
has been hijacked by the president.

‘He’s afraid of the people’ 
The protests resumed Friday, but in far smaller num-

bers. Of the several dozen protesters who gathered at the
Metrocentro plaza in Managua - the focal point of the
protests - many said their fellow demonstrators were too
afraid to come out after Wednesday’s crackdown.—AFP 
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MANAGUA: Relatives and friends of 14-year-old
Orlando Cordoba, allegedly killed by the police
during a Mother’s Day protest against
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, attend his
wake on Friday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Ivanka Trump arrives outside the
White House on the South Lawn before US
President Donald Trump delivers remarks and
participates in the White House Sports and
Fitness Day on May 30, 2018. — AFP 


