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LAS VEGAS: The Washington Capitals held on
to beat the Las Vegas Golden Knights 3-2 on
Wednesday, handing the upstart expansion club
a rare home defeat to level the NHL Stanley Cup
final at one game apiece. Washington captain Alex
Ovechkin scored the go-ahead goal in the second
period as the Capitals knotted the best-of-seven
championship series as it heads to Washington for
games three and four on Saturday and Monday.
Vegas, who surged back to win game one on
Monday, lost at home for just the second time this
post-season. The Knights had opened the scoring
through James Neal less
than eight minutes into
the contest. Washington
answered with a goal
from Lars Eller late in the
first, and seized the lead
with second-period
goals from Ovechkin and
Brooks Orpik.

Shea Theodore
scored on a powerplay
late in the second to pull the Golden Knights
within one, but the Capitals-who lost leading
scorer Evgeny Kuznetsov to injury in the first pe-
riod-held on. Goalie Braden Holtby’s 37 saves in-
cluded a sprawling stop against Alex Tuch with
1:59 remaining to preserve the win. “Obviously,
these boards have been really true all the time and
somehow it bounced out,” said Holtby, who
reached back to save Tuch’s shot with his stick.
“It was the hockey gods,” said Caps coach Barry

Trotz. “A great save with 1:59 left and you could
see the emotion on our bench. I knew we were
going to win the game after that.”

Earlier in the third, the Capitals penalty killers
thwarted a 5-on-3 power-play opportunity for 68
seconds, and Holtby said that was a key to the
contest. “We have a really proud group of penalty
killers,” he said. “They live and die by that. They
did an amazing job. That was the turning point of
the game.” After Neal beat Holtby with a shot
from the left face-off circle to put Vegas up 1-0
at 7:58 of the first period, Washington scored the

next three goals.

Facing adversity
Eller tied it 1-1 at 17:27

of the first, firing in a shot
from the bottom of the
right circle off a pass from
Michal Kempny. Eller set
up Ovechkin for a power-
play goal from the bottom
of the left circle to give

Washington a 2-1 lead at 5:38 of the second.  Eller
one-touched a pass from the goal line on the right
side to Ovechkin and the Russian star one-timed
the puck for his 13th goal of the playoffs.  While
the Golden Knights are trying to become the first
debut team in major US sports history to win the
title in their first year, the Capitals are vying for a
first title in their 43-season history-having
reached the final for just the second time, 20 years
after they were swept by Detroit in 1998.  

Eller was on the first power-play unit in place
of Kuznetsov, who departed clutching one arm
at 14:42 of the first after a hit by Knights de-
fenseman Brayden McNabb.  “I think every time
we’ve faced adversity whether it’s we’re down in
games or we lose guys, everybody just steps up

a bit,” Eller said. “The more I’m out there, the
better I feel on the puck.” Orpik made it 3-1 with
a goal from the right circle off a pass from Eller
at 9:41 of the second. It was Orpik’s first goal in
220 games, his first playoff goal since April 21,
2014.—AFP

Capitals edge Knights 3-2 to 
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LAS VEGAS: Braden Holtby #70 of the Washington Capitals stops a shot from Reilly Smith #19 of the Vegas
Golden Knights during the third period in Game Two of the 2018 NHL Stanley Cup Final at T-Mobile Arena on
May 30, 2018. —AFP

Tiger, learning to 
win again, seeks 
his sixth victory 
OHIO: Muirfield Village has been a particu-
larly happy hunting ground for Tiger Woods,
who hopes to bag a sixth victory at Jack’s
place at this week’s Memorial tournament in
Ohio. But as he tees off in Thursday’s first
round of the Jack Nicklaus-hosted tourna-
ment nearly five years removed from his
most recent victory, Woods is still re-learn-
ing the art of closing the deal. At least that
is what Nicklaus says of the man who a few
years ago seemed destined to surpass him
as the game’s most prolific major winner.
“We all have to learn how to win again,”
said 18-times major winner Nicklaus, who
remembered the difficultly of winning the
1986 Masters after a six-year drought on
tour. “Tiger has it to draw on but he’s got
to get through the barrier of not having
done it for a while.”

A tie for second at the Valspar Champi-
onship in March proved Woods still has the

game to contend, but victory can be an elu-
sive beast. “I’ve been on runs where it came
pretty easy. Other stretches where it was
very difficult,” Woods told reporters on
Wednesday. “This is a little different because
I’m coming back off not really playing for a
while.” He was referring to the back issues
that hobbled him literally and figuratively for
some four years before last April’s spinal fu-
sion. Now six months into his comeback,
Woods has yet to close the door. “I remem-
ber the feelings at Valspar. I had a chance to
win and it really felt comfortable,” he said. 

Nicklaus said he wouldn’t be a bit sur-
prised to see a breakthrough for Woods,
who was fitted this week for his American
team uniforms for September’s Ryder Cup.
He will be on the US plane to Paris one way
or another, either as an assistant captain or
a player. While the Memorial has been good
to Woods, Rory McIlroy has yet to win it,
and the Northern Irishman said he would
have to steer clear of the long rough to have
a chance this week. “It’s US Open rough out
there,” McIlroy said. “You can’t control your
ball at all. “You can hardly get it to the
greens out of the rough. There will be a lot
of (emphasis to) put it in the fairway and
take your chances from there.” —Reuters

Far from Russia, 
rival World Cup 
kicks off in UK
LONDON: Far from the showpiece razzmatazz of
this year’s official World Cup in Russia, 16 teams
are set to do battle at an alternative World Cup for
those outside the system. The CONIFA World
Football Cup 2018, being contested at non-league
grounds around London, will see the likes of Tibet
and Northern Cyprus mix it with Matabeleland, the
Punjabi diaspora and the Russian-backed Abk-
hazia breakaway region of Georgia.

CONIFA, the Confederation of Independent
Football Associations, is the federation for teams
outside FIFA, the sport’s world governing body.
With a wider interpretation of international iden-
tity, its 47 members include sovereign states, na-
tions, minorities, isolated dependencies and cultural
regions. The 16 world cup teams represent an es-
timated 334 million people worldwide.  “Many of
our members have a history that is quite tragic,”
CONIFA president Per-Anders Blind told AFP.
“Even if they never met before, they come on the
same pitch and share similar stories.

Ramadan challenge
“Many of these teams have been bullied, abused

and neglected from governments, perhaps some-
body wanted to take their territories. So there is a

respect and understanding.” At least 30 players
taking part had played in one of Europe’s top divi-
sions, according to the Times newspaper. Some
have played in the Champions League. “We are ex-
cited to be able to host our largest ever tournament
in Greater London, the historic home of the beau-
tiful game,” added Blind.  

“With some teams based in the United King-
dom, some having large diaspora communities here
and plenty of neutral favorites, we are confident of
support.” The 10-day tournament kicks off Thurs-
day with an opening ceremony at Hayes Lane, the
5,000-capacity home of English fifth-tier side
Bromley.  The subsequent match is nominal tour-
nament hosts Barawa versus Tamil Eelam, two di-
aspora sides representing southern Somalia and Sri
Lankan Tamils.  Barawa manager Abdikarim Farah
told a press conference: “It’s Ramadan for us so
most of the players will be fasting, so that’s an ad-
ditional challenge for us.”

Padania, representing northern Italy, are the
pre-tournament favorites at 2/1, followed by Abk-
hazia at 3/1, then Panjab and Barawa at 5/1.  Possi-
bly the tournament’s top player is Padania’s Marius
Stankevicius, 36, who starred for Lithuania, Lazio,
Seville and Valencia. An Yong Hak, 39, is coaching
and playing for United Koreans in Japan.  Eight
years ago, the former J-League midfielder was
playing for North Korea against Brazil in the 2010
World Cup in front of 54,000 people in Johannes-
burg.  On Thursday his side will be taking on West-
ern Armenia at Carshalton’s War Memorial Sports
Ground. The Dalai Lama blessed the Tibet team
before they left for London.—AFP


