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Veteran director Hirokazu Kore-eda says his
Cannes Palme d’Or-winning film
“Shoplifters” aims to shine a light on social

problems in Japan, which he says are still under-
portrayed in the country’s cinema production. In an
interview with AFP in Tokyo, Kore-eda also said he
aims to start shooting his next film in Paris this year
and has already auditioned some actors for the
roles. Kore-eda scooped the top prize at the
Cannes film festival with a movie described as a
“modern-day ‘Oliver Twist’,” about a bunch of mis-
fits and crooks in Tokyo who form a family.

The film was seen at Cannes as showing people
finding comfort even in the worst economic condi-
tions and exposing how the state can fail individu-
als struggling at the lower end of society. Kore-eda
said that “the problem of poverty” in Japan, the

world’s third-largest economy, “had an impact on
the foreign viewer.” “At the beginning of the cen-
tury, when I went to foreign film festivals, I was
often told in a critical way that there not many films
showing social or political problems in Japanese
cinema. It was seen as a fundamental weakness,”
he told AFP. While the number of films taking on
this difficult subject matter has increased, the crit-
icism stands, the 55-year-old said.

In his film, he said he was aiming “not to avoid
the problem of poverty that exists in the back-
ground of the Japanese society I live in.” After win-
ning fame with the Palme d’Or top prize in Cannes,
Kore-eda said he was starting to look beyond
Japan, a “long-held” desire for him. However, he ad-
mitted that filming in Paris would not be easy for
this Tokyo resident. The Japanese capital is “a fa-

miliar place to me and therefore easy to shoot in
but with Paris, I don’t know its features, what feels
right or wrong. I don’t know anything.”

“I’ll go there to work out the lay of the land,”
after “Shoplifter” opens in Japan, he added. “I’ve
been contacted by some French actresses and I
started to write with them in mind. There is no of-
ficial announcement yet, but I will start shooting
this year,” he revealed. 

As in “Shoplifters”, Kore-eda has constructed
his own cinematic family of actors who appear in
many of his films, including Hiroshi Abe, and Kirin
Kiki, who often plays nasty grandmother figures.
He said he had some concerns about working
with non-Japanese given he “only speaks Japan-
ese” and admitted it would be a “big challenge”
to shoot with foreign actors. “I was 50 percent
hope, 50 percent fear, but as the auditions went
on, the hope ratio won out. I reckon we can make
it work.” — AFP

Cannes winner Kore-eda shines 
light on Japan’s hidden poor

Director Hirokazu Kore-eda

Michael Jackson’s 
estate sues ABC for

copyright infringement

Michael Jackson’s estate sued ABC on Wednesday,
arguing that a special network aired last week
about the pop singer’s final days used his songs

and music videos without permission. The copyright in-
fringement lawsuit, which also names ABC’s corporate par-
ent Walt Disney Co as a defendant, was filed in Los Angeles
federal court and took aim at “The Last Days of Michael
Jackson,” a two-hour show broadcast on May 24. The law-
suit seeks unspecified damages. “Like Disney, the lifeblood

of the estate’s business is
its intellectual property,”
the complaint said. “Yet
for some reason, Disney
decided it could just use
the estate’s most valuable
intellectual property for
free.” An ABC News
spokesperson said the
company had not yet re-
viewed the lawsuit but
defended the broadcast. 

“The ABC News
documentary explored

the life, career and legacy of Michael Jackson, who remains
of great interest to people worldwide, and did not infringe
on his estate’s rights,” the spokesperson said via e-mail.
Jackson, known as the “King of Pop,” died in 2009 from a
prescription drug overdose at age 50. The estate raised ob-
jections to the show before it aired last week. According to
the lawsuit, a lawyer for Disney told the estate the special’s
use of copyrighted music was “fair use” because of its doc-
umentary nature, an argument the estate called “absurd.”

“If Disney’s position on fair use of the estate’s copy-
rights were accepted, a network, studio or producer could
make a documentary about Walt Disney, and spend most of
the documentary’s time using, without Disney’s permission,
extensive clips of Mickey Mouse, Walt Disney, and Disney
movies,” the lawsuit said.

The show employed “at least 30 different copyrighted
works,” according to the lawsuit, including hit songs like
“Billie Jean” and “Thriller” and video footage owned by the
estate. Jackson has led Forbes’ list of the highest-earning
dead celebrities five years running, with an estimated $75
million last year thanks to a Cirque du Soleil show in Las
Vegas and a new posthumous album, among other sources
of revenue. — Reuters

Actor Darren Criss
and Actress Lea
Michele perform at
Ryman Auditorium
in Nashville, 
Tennessee. — AFP

AManhattan grand jury Wednesday indicted Harvey Weinstein
on rape and sex crime charges, the next step in efforts by
prosecutors to bring the disgraced Hollywood mogul to trial

for alleged sex crimes. The 66-year-old was initially charged last
week in what was hailed a landmark for the #MeToo movement,
nearly eight months after his career imploded in a blaze of accusa-
tions of misconduct. “This indictment brings the defendant another
step closer to accountability for the crimes of violence with which he
is now charged,” Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance said
Wednesday.

“Our office will try this case not in the press, but in the courtroom
where it belongs,” added Vance, who has been criticized for failing
to prosecute Weinstein in a separate case three years ago. “This in-
vestigation remains active and ongoing. We continue to urge addi-
tional survivors and others with relevant information to call us,” he
added. Weinstein intends to plead not guilty and “strongly denies”
the “unsupported allegations,” his defense lawyer Ben Brafman con-
firmed Wednesday.

“We will soon formally move to dismiss the indictment and if this
case actually proceeds to trial, we expect Mr Weinstein to be acquit-
ted,” Brafman said. The fallen producer declined to testify before the
grand jury, on the advice of his legal team, which accused Vance’s of-

fice of bowing to political pressure. The twice-married father of five
is indicted with rape in the first and third degrees, stemming from an
attack on a woman in 2013, and a criminal sex act against another
woman in 2004. Neither victim has been named. — AFP
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