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NEW YORK: US Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo and a top North Korean official were set to
continue talks in New York yesterday to try to
salvage next month’s nuclear summit, as Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov flew into Py-
ongyang for discussions with Kim Jong Un. Kim
Yong Chol, considered the North Korean
leader’s right-hand man, is the most senior offi-
cial from Pyongyang to visit the United States in
18 years.

Pyongyang’s envoy joined Pompeo at the
apartment of a US diplomat on Manhattan’s East
side on Wednesday for talks over an evening
meal that lasted about an hour and a half. Two
more meetings are scheduled for Thursday.
“Good working dinner
with Kim Yong Chol in
New York tonight,”
Pompeo tweeted.
“Steak, corn, and
cheese on the menu.”

It was the third
meeting between the
two officials who are
working to finalize
planning for a June 12
summit designed to end a nuclear standoff that
has threatened to plunge Korea back into war.
“They are meeting to see what needs to be done
in the two weeks that remain,” a senior US offi-
cial said. “Between now and if we’re going to
have a summit, they’re going to have to make
clear what they’re willing to do.”

US and North Korean envoys have also been
meeting in Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone
between North and South Korea, and an Amer-
ican team is in Singapore to make logistical
arrangements for the meeting. Washington
wants North Korea to quickly give up all its nu-
clear weapons in a verifiable way in return for

sanctions and economic relief. But analysts say
North Korea will be unwilling to cede its nuclear
deterrent unless it is given security guarantees
that the US will not try to topple the regime.

Russia urges caution 
Meanwhile, Russia’s foreign minister, who ar-

rived in Pyongyang yesterday for talks with Kim
Jong Un, warned against setting expectations
too high and urged all sides to “avoid the temp-
tation to demand ‘everything and now.’” “We be-
lieve it is very important to treat these contacts
in a very delicate manner, not to make any
abrupt movements, to artificially speed up the
process that requires a significant amount of

time,” Lavrov said, ac-
cording to a transcript
released by the Russian
foreign ministry. “We
call on all involved sides
to fully appreciate their
responsibility for not al-
lowing this very impor-
tant but still fragile
process to break
down,” he said, adding

that Russia was ready to contribute to ongoing
diplomatic efforts. Photos and video released by
Russian state media showed Kim and Lavrov,
who was making his first visit to the North since
2009, shaking hands.

Lavrov passed on greetings from President
Vladimir Putin to Kim and invited him to visit
Russia, the Russian foreign ministry said. Russia
is the latest major nation to reach out to North
Korea since Trump accepted Kim’s proposal for
a summit to defuse tensions. Kim has already
had two meetings each with Chinese leader Xi
Jinping, South Korean President Moon Jae-in,
and Pompeo-once as CIA director and then as

secretary of state. Lavrov spoke with Pompeo
by telephone for the first time Wednesday, ahead
of his Pyongyang trip. Earlier this month, Presi-
dent Donald Trump suddenly announced a can-
cellation of the summit, before reversing course
24 hours later. 

Frenetic meetings 
Pompeo has scheduled a news conference on

Thursday, at the end of his meetings with Kim.
The recently-appointed secretary of state called
his South Korean and Singaporean counterparts
over the weekend, and Japan is also keenly
watching summit preparations. Kim Yong Chol,
who is making his first US visit, is the most sen-
ior North Korean on US soil since Vice Marshal

Jo Myong Rok met then-president Bill Clinton in
2000. The general has played a key role during
recent rounds of diplomacy aimed at ending the
nuclear stalemate on the Korean peninsula. He
sat near to Trump’s daughter Ivanka during Feb-
ruary’s closing ceremony for the Winter
Olympics in South Korea, an event that was seen
as a turning point in the nuclear crisis. He also
accompanied Kim Jong Un on both of his recent
trips to China to meet President Xi Jinping, and
held talks with Pompeo in Pyongyang. The key
task ahead of the June 12 summit is to settle the
agenda. The main stumbling block is likely to be
the concept of “denuclearization”-both sides say
they are in favor of it, but there is a yawning gap
between their definitions. — AFP 

Pompeo and top N Korean official 
plan summit as Lavrov meets Kim

Working to finalize planning for a June 12 summit

PYONGYANG: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov (R) shakes hands with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un during a meeting. — AFP 

US will not try to
topple the regime

TAGUM CITY: A dozen bamboo and tarpaulin
tents are pitched on the pavement, festooned
with washing and banners - the department in
charge of agrarian reform in Tagum City is sport-
ing a new facade. Inside the tents there are ham-
mocks, boxes of groceries and cooking vessels,
presenting a tranquility that belies the urgent ap-
peals on banners demanding land for peasants,
and an end to the killing of farmers on the island
of Mindanao.

Peasant farmers and leaders in the camp say
they want genuine reform, as the government’s
agrarian reform program, known as CARP and
enacted in 1988, has failed. “Thirty years after the
law was passed, land has not been given to peas-
ant farmers who have tilled the land for genera-

tions,” said Lito Lao, chairperson of the agricul-
tural workers’ union in Mindanao, known by its
Tagalog acronym UMA.

“Instead, farmers are getting killed for de-
manding their right to land, and dummy benefi-
ciaries have been settled by landlords on land
meant for the landless,” he said. CARP, signed
into law by then president Corazon Aquino, was
initially set for 10 years, with an aim to distribute
about 7.8 million hectares of land - roughly the
size of Portugal - to reduce inequality and help
alleviate poverty. In 1998, the program was ex-
tended by another 10 years. In 2009, Gloria Ar-
royo, who was president, unveiled CARPER,
adding an Extension with Reforms to CARP and
a deadline of 2014. Of a total area of 5.4 million
hectares that fell under CARP’s scope, the gov-
ernment has distributed 4.8 million hectares as of
December 2017, according to a spokesman for
the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR).  Ac-
tivists say officials accepted thousands of fraud-
ulent claims, and that about 44 percent of land
distributed is public, requiring farmers pay to an
amortisation fee they say is excessive.

Land reform has long been a contentious

issue in the Philippines, where a lasting legacy of
Spanish colonial rule was a concentration of
ownership among a wealthy few. Large corpora-
tions came to control the bulk of farm land for
plantations of coconuts, bananas and pineapples.
Matters came to a head in 1987, when the mili-
tary attacked peasants marching in Manila, killing
more than a dozen.

Enacted the following year, CARP allowed
land owners to retain up to five hectares, in ad-
dition to three hectares for each heir. The state
would acquire the remainder for distribution
among the landless. But inaccurate and missing
land titles slowed acquisitions, according to DAR.
Landowners filed petitions for exemptions, or in-
stalled fraudulent beneficiaries on their land, ac-
tivists say.

“Landlords and corporations who own large
holdings are a powerful lobby, so acquisition of
private lands fell well below target,” said Marlon
Manuel, an advisor to the legal advocacy group
Namati. “Where land was distributed, there were
no other services like funding or marketing. The
farmers had little experience in managing land,
and many of them ended up leasing or selling the

land and finding themselves landless again,” he
said. An official at the provincial DAR office in
Tagum City said all qualified beneficiaries had
been identified, and that distribution is still un-
derway. “There is a procedure to become an
Agricultural Reform Beneficiary (ARB), and we
believe it is nearly perfect. Those who say they
did not receive land - perhaps they did not qual-
ify,” Jocelyn Seno said in an interview in her of-
fice. “As for those who say fake ARBs have been
installed in land holdings, there are legal options
open to them, and it is up to them to prove they
are fake. We have installed ARBs after identifica-
tion and verification, and we stand by the
process.”  

Protests by farmers have sometimes erupted
into violent clashes with private security forces
of landlords who refused to honor titles issued by
DAR, activists say. Hundreds of farmers have also
been arrested, and at least 114 have been killed
amid a rural crackdown since President Rodrigo
Duterte took office in 2016, according to rights
groups. The Department of Justice did not re-
spond to e-mails seeking comment on attacks on
farmers. —Reuters 
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