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ISLAMABAD: Nawabshah, a city in Pak-
istan’s southern Sindh province, made
headlines last month when it hit what may
be a new record world temperature for
April: 50.2 degrees (122 degrees Fahren-
heit), according to the World Meteorolog-
ical Organization. But that blisteringly hot
day was just the latest of many for Pak-
istan this year, as it faces fast-rising spring
temperatures, with 45-degree Celsius
days coming as early as March, weather
officials say.

In March, all 34 me-
teorological stations
across the country
showed temperatures
more than 10 degrees
Celsius above the
monthly average be-
tween 1981 and 2010,
said Ghulam Rasul, di-
rector-general of the
Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department. “This is really shocking for
us to see March becoming warmer every
year. Temperatures we used to record in the
peak summer months (of June and July)
about eight years ago are being recorded
now in March,” he told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

As climate change takes hold in Pak-
istan, it is bringing worryingly rapid tem-
perature increases that threaten lives and
harvests and are driving up water and
power use as families struggle to stay

cool. Authorities in some parts of heat-
baked Sindh province have banned out-
door work in the hottest part of the day to
save lives if temperatures push past 40
degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit).

Extreme heat
In parts of Pakistan, summer crops also

have dried before ripening as extreme
heat evaporates the water from irrigation
channels, farmers said. “March and April
used to be cool to mild months”, which

helped the soil hold
on to moisture, said
Khalid Ahmed Kazi,
an agro-meteorolo-
gist at the Pakistan
Meteorological De-
partment’s station in
Tando Jam, in south-
ern Sindh province.

But today, as tem-
peratures get warmer

and spring weather drier, “soil moisture is
around 80 percent less compared to some
eight to 10 years ago,” he said. That is rais-
ing demand for irrigation water from rivers
or wells, putting additional pressure on
Pakistan’s already fast-declining ground-
water stores and river flows, he said.

Weather forecasters say hot conditions
are likely to continue through June and
July in southern and central Pakistan, with
southern cities like Karachi “most likely to
grapple with more sizzing heatwaves,”

Rasul said. Karachi authorities are work-
ing to avoid a repeat of the nearly 2,000
heatwave-related deaths in the city in
June 2015, using early warning systems
put place after the disaster, said Abdul
Rashid, director of climatology at the Pak-
istan Meteorological Department’s
Karachi office.

With monitors installed across the city
in 2016, authorities can now forecast

heatwaves about three days in advance
and issue alerts, he said.  So far three
heat alerts have been issued for Karachi
this year, he said. Overall, average annual
temperatures in Pakistan have risen by
about half a degree Celsius over the last
half-century, which has led to a fivefold
rise in heatwave days since 1987, accord-
ing to a 2017 report by the Asian Devel-
opment Bank.—Reuters

Pakistan’s ‘shocking’ spring heat 
drives up water use, health risks

A new record world temperature for April: 50.2 degrees

KARACHI: A Pakistani paramedic treats a heat stroke victim in an ambulance during a heatwave. —AFP

Nipah virus
death toll 
rises to 15
KOCHI/MUMBAI: Two new cases of
the deadly brain-damaging Nipah virus
have been confirmed in the southern In-
dian state of Kerala, where another two
people were killed by the virus, a health
official said yesterday. The two new
Nipah cases in Kerala take the total
number of confirmed cases to 17,
Kozhikode district medical officer V.
Jayashree told Reuters. Fifteen of those
people have died, she said.

The latest victims, identified as Mad-
husudhanan, 55, and Akhil, 28, were be-

lieved to have contracted the virus from
a medical college, Jayashree said. No
confirmed cases of the virus have been
found yet outside Kerala despite fears it
had spread. Several other Indian states
have sent samples for testing from peo-
ple who reported Nipah-like symptoms
in the past few days.

Samples taken from bats in Kozhikode
district, the suspected epicenter of the
infection, have been sent for testing to
the National Institute of High Security
Animal Diseases in Bhopal, Madhya
Pradesh, animal husbandry officer A.
Mohandas said, as officials continue to
try to track the root of the outbreak.
There is no vaccine for the virus,
which is spread through bodily fluids
and can cause encephalitis, or inflam-
mation of the brain, the World Health
Organization says. —Reuters

Police seek 
Korean Air ‘nut
rage’ matriarch
SEOUL: The woes of the troubled Korean Air dy-
nasty deepened further yesterday as Seoul Police
announced they were seeking an arrest warrant for
matriarch Lee Myung-hee over allegations she as-
saulted employees. Lee, 69, faces multiple allega-
tions of assault against drivers and housekeepers
from her personal staff as well as construction work-
ers renovating her home and building a Korean Air-
affiliated hotel. “Lee used her superior status to
habitually abuse, insult and injure the socially disad-
vantaged without a sense of guilt,” according to a
statement from the Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency.
“Despite the gravity of the case, she has denied the
allegations by saying she has no recollection, raising
concerns over destruction of evidence,” it added. Lee
was summoned by the police twice this week for
questioning over the alleged abuses.

They range from cursing and screaming at em-

ployees to kicking, slapping and even throwing a
pair of scissors at them. A video that emerged last
month showed a woman, reportedly Lee, shoving a
female construction worker and throwing a pile of
documents on the ground. A Korean Air spokesman
declined to comment on the matter citing the ongo-
ing investigation.

Lee’s two daughters, who held management po-
sitions at South Korea’s top carrier, became viral sen-
sations for their own temper tantrums which were
dubbed the “nut rage” and “water rage” scandals on-
line. Her older daughter Cho Hyun-ah made global
headlines in 2014 for kicking a cabin crew chief off a
Korean Air plane for being served macadamia nuts in
a bag rather than a bowl. She later served a short
prison sentence.

Earlier this year, her younger sister Cho Hyun-
min was accused of throwing a drink at an adver-
tising agency manager’s face in a fit of rage during
a business meeting. Their father, Korean Air chair-
man Cho Yang-ho, issued a public apology over
the “immature” behavior of his offspring and re-
moved his two daughters from their management
roles. Authorities have since launched a flurry of
official probes into the family’s reported abuse of
workers, as well as smuggling and immigration law
violations. —AFP

This is really
shocking for us


