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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump is
in full campaign mode five months before piv-
otal mid-term elections, employing a mix of
anti-immigration rhetoric, Democrat-bashing
and off-script improvisation in a bid to help Re-
publicans hold their congressional majority. De-
mocrats, riding a swell of grass-roots activism
and buoyed by Trump’s poor approval numbers
and an ongoing investigation into possible co-
ordination between Russia and Trump’s cam-
paign, are seeking to flip the US House and
Senate.

Trump is pushing back, hitting the road-in-
cluding at a fiery Tuesday night rally in Ten-
nessee-as he seeks to energize his base to come
out and vote in November for Republican Sen-
ate candidates in states where he can have a
major impact. But the strategy apparently seeks
to minimize his exposure in states where Re-
publicans in close House races might feel the di-
visive president’s presence would be more of a
hindrance, motivating Democrats and inde-
pendents instead of helping moderate GOP
candidates.

Despite the risks of an unrestrained Trump
addressing large crowds at campaign-style
events, it is a strategy aimed at firing up his loyal
supporters in red states where vulnerable Sen-
ate Democrats are running for re-election, or
challenging for open seats. Such was the case
Tuesday when Trump rallied in Nashville in sup-
port of congresswoman Marsha Blackburn’s bid

to succeed retiring Senator Bob Corker.
“We need more Republicans,” Trump

boomed. “If you want your country to be safe,
then you must go out and get the Democrats the
hell out of office.” A sitting president’s party
often loses seats during mid-term elections.
While analysts say Democrats have a decent
shot at flipping the 24 seats needed to reclaim
the House, the opposition party is up against an
extraordinarily tough Senate election map.

Of the 35 Senate races, Democrats are de-
fending a whopping 26 seats — 10 of them in
states that Trump won in 2016. And Democrats
are seeing their overall mid-term advantage
shrink. In December, according to a RealClear-
Politics polling average, Democrats enjoyed a
13-point advantage among voters who were
asked which party they would support in the
2018 congressional election. That figure this
week stood at just four points.

Trump ‘coming after’ vulnerable Democrats 
The president has grown increasingly an-

noyed at his party’s 51-49 Senate majority as he
seeks to push through his policy agenda, in-
cluding a dramatic curtailing of illegal and legal
immigration. Highlighting his rigid stance during
his Nashville rally, he recalled the term he used
recently to describe undocumented immigrants,
including members of transnational gang MS-
13, targeted for deportation.

“What was the name?” Trump goaded the

crowd. “Animals!” they shouted. Trump also
savaged the Democratic candidate, former Ten-
nessee governor Phil Bredesen, insisting he
would be in the pocket of the Senate and House
Democratic leaders. “He’s an absolute total tool
of Chuck Schumer and of course the MS-13

lover, Nancy Pelosi,” Trump said. Over the past
month Trump has held campaign-style rallies or
speeches in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Ten-
nessee-all states he carried in 2016, and where
Republicans are facing tough Senate races. On
Thursday he heads to Texas.— AFP 

Trump sets target on red-state 
Democrats ahead of elections

A strategy aimed at firing up his loyal supporters

WASHINGTON DC: US President Donald Trump speaks during a bill signing ceremony at the South
Court Auditorium of the Eisenhower Executive Building. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Press Secretary Sarah Sanders’ teared up as she
fielded an unexpected question about school shootings from a kid re-
porter at the White House Wednesday. Sanders’ voice wobbled and she
became visibly upset after 13-year-old Benje Choucroun asked a ques-
tion about kids feeling unsafe at school. The cub reporter-on assign-
ment for “Time for Kids”-asked what the administration was doing to
tackle the scourge of gun violence.

“At my school, we recently had a lockdown drill,” Choucroun began,
describing the practice of training to hide if a shooter gets in the build-
ing. The drills are a regular occurrence for US kids as young as three,
who are sometimes told they are pretending to hide from “bears” or
“bad guys”. “One thing that affects mine and other students’ mental
health is the worry about the fact that we or our friends could get shot
at school,”  Choucroun continued, reading from a written question.

“Can you tell me what the administration has done and will do to
prevent these senseless tragedies?”  Sanders, a mother of three, better
known in public for her pugilistic approach to briefings, appeared taken
aback by the question. “I think that as a kid, and certainly as a parent,
there is nothing that could be more terrifying for a kid to go to school
and not feel safe. So I’m sorry that you feel that way,” she said. “This ad-
ministration takes it seriously,” Sanders said struggling to continue, before
adding that administration was discussing ways to “do every single thing
within our power to protect kids in our schools and to make them feel
safe and make their parents feel good about dropping them off.”—AFP

PARKLAND: The teen charged with shooting 17 people
dead at his former high school in Parkland, Florida, boasted
of plans to commit mass murder in a series of cell phone
videos recorded by him before the rampage and released on
Wednesday by prosecutors.

In one of the three video clips, Nikolas Cruz, 19, calmly
declares, “Hello. My name is Nik and I’m going to be the next
school shooter of 2018.” He goes on to say: “My goal is to
kill at least 20 people with an AR-15,” referring to the as-
sault-style rifle he is seen holding in the footage. Brandishing
the rifle at another point, Cruz says: “You’re all going to die,”
adding with a chuckle, “Can’t wait.”

The video clips were part of an inventory of prosecution
evidence recently shared with the defense team during the
pre-trial discovery process, said Constance Jones-Simmons,
a spokeswoman for the Broward County state attorney’s of-
fice. The Miami Herald and other media outlets obtained
copies through a public records request after seeing men-
tion of the footage in court documents, she told Reuters.

The three videos, none longer than 90 seconds in dura-
tion, are believed to have been made a short time before the
shooting rampage on Feb. 14 at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School, but Jones-Simmons said she did not know pre-

cisely when they were recorded. Cruz, a former Stoneman
Douglas student expelled for disciplinary problems, has
been described by former classmates as a social misfit and
trouble-maker who was fascinated with guns. Police have
said they responded to numerous calls related to the
teenager in the years leading up to the massacre.

But authorities, who say Cruz confessed to the killings
after his arrest, have never offered a possible motive for the
bloodshed. Release of the video “selfies,” posted online by
the Herald, shed little new light on that question except to
suggest Cruz felt he was treated as an outcast. In one video,
Cruz said his former classmates thought he was “an idiot and
a dumb ass.” He also professed his love for a girl he men-
tioned only by first name, and said he hoped to see her in
the “afterlife.”

The gun seen in the video is apparently the rifle author-
ities say Cruz legally purchased from a licensed gun dealer
last year and ultimately used as the murder weapon. He is
charged with 17 counts of murder and 17 counts of at-
tempted murder stemming from the Parkland killings, which
rank as the second-greatest loss of life from gun violence at
a public school in modern U.S. history, after a 2012 shooting
rampage at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
Connecticut, that left 20 first-graders and six adult educa-
tors dead.

The Florida shooting triggered an extraordinary protest
movement and lobbying campaign for tougher gun control
restrictions led by student survivors of the Parkland mas-
sacre and parents of the victims. Cruz, whose own lawyer
had called him a “broken human being” who feels remorse
for his crimes, is being held in the Broward County jail with-
out bond in Fort Lauderdale, and is on suicide watch, offi-
cials said. — Reuters 
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