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KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yesterday that
the current term of the National Assembly
is scheduled to close on June 28 after the
approval of the state budget. Ghanem said
he would call for a special session either on
June 24 or 25 to complete the debate on
budgets of the independent government
bodies which were supposed to have been
approved yesterday but the session could
not be convened due to a lack of quorum.

There will be no Assembly sessions
through the remaining part of the holy fast-
ing month of Ramadan and the Eid Al-Fitr
days. Asked if the Assembly will hold a spe-
cial session to debate and approve urgent
legislation, the speaker said that he did not
look into the request, which was submitted
yesterday. Eleven lawmakers signed the re-
quest which demanded the Assembly meet
in a special session to approve a number of
draft laws, since the Assembly will now go
into summer recess for four months.

Meanwhile, opposition MPs Mo-
hammed Hayef and Jamaan Al-Harbash
yesterday called on the government to re-
turn the citizenships that had been revoked
from leading opposition figures. Hayef said
the issue is political in nature regardless of
the suspicions they raise about forgery and

other alleged violations. He said there were
meetings with HH the Amir, HH the Prime
Minister and other ministers to resolve the
issue after suspending a planned grilling of
the prime minister.

Hayef reiterated that the issue was part
of political score settling between conflict-
ing sides, for which a number of people
have suffered immensely for the past four
years. “The revoked citizenship must be re-
turned at the earliest because the grilling
that was suspended can be revived”, Hayef
said. He said that it was agreed in March
2017 that the citizenships would be re-

turned and the Amir blessed the issue and
a committee was formed. The committee
returned the citizenship of former MP Ab-
dullah Al-Barghash and his family members,
then stopped functioning.

Hayef said the committee has been idle
for the past one year but recently the gov-
ernment revived the committee and it is
hoped that the citizenships will be returned
to the opposition figures. Harbash also said
that the issue must be resolved once and
for all and citizenships withdrawn for polit-
ical reasons must be returned as soon as
possible.

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem gestures as he is surrounded by law-
makers at the National Assembly yesterday. — KUNA 
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Kuwait 
aviation sector
flying high
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Director General of the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation Sheikh
Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah said Kuwait
Airways’ T4 terminal will open in summer
as scheduled. “This will increase the ca-
pacity of Kuwait airport. The DGCA sup-
ports aviation and is always developing it,
and the services provided to passengers
best reflect this role. It also supports travel
agencies as part of its responsibilities,” he
said during a ghabqa organized by the
Kuwait Travel and Tourism Agencies Asso-
ciation (TTAA) and Sabre Travel Network
at the Four Seasons Hotel on Wednesday,
which was attended by owners and direc-
tors of travel agencies and airlines. 

“The DGCA is cooperating with TTAA,
which is reflected positively on Kuwait, and
allows providing the best services and fa-
cilities for the passengers. Kuwait is re-
gaining its important position as the
regional center of travel and tourism in the
GCC region,” added Sheikh Salman.

Head of TTAA Mohammed Al-Mutairi
said that the aviation sector in Kuwait is

witnessing a quantum leap due to capital
spending on the sector of $8 billion. “The
new Jazeera T5 terminal proved that the
private sector can make great achieve-
ments in a short time. This new terminal
can serve 2.5 million passengers annually,
and will support Kuwait International Air-
port and relieve the pressure. The T4 ter-
minal will serve another four million
passengers flying with Kuwait Airways,
which will increase passenger growth in
Kuwait,” he said. “The Kuwaiti travel mar-
ket has the best reputation in the region for
the past 47 years, as it has recorded the
lowest number of violations among GCC

countries,” Mutairi added.
Deputy Executive Officer of Sabre

Raymond Fraynhok gave a presentation on
Middle East markets. “I realize the excel-
lence of Kuwait’s market as it has great
ability and many opportunities to grow
and succeed, which is supported by high
technology. The travel and tourism sector
is one of the main financial sources in the
world, and investing in his sector is always
effective. In Kuwait, this sector makes up
about 3 percent of GDP, and has grown
quickly in the past four years. The travel
and tourism market forms around 10 per-
cent of global GDP,” he explained.   

Kuwait ‘bans’ food
imports from India
By Meshal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Secretary of the higher committee for food safety
at the Food and Nutrition Authority said the committee recom-
mended a ban on importing fresh, refrigerated and frozen food-
stuff from India due to the outbreak of the Nipah virus until
further notice, and the commerce and industry ministry issued
a decision to this effect.

Saudis, Kuwait, UAE to meet
Energy ministers from Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates

and Kuwait plan to meet tomorrow to discuss OPEC matters,
about a week after the Saudis and Russia announced a new pol-
icy to revive oil production. Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al-
Falih will meet with Kuwait’s Bakheet Al-Rashidi and the UAE’s
Suhail Al-Mazrouei - also the holder of OPEC’s rotating presi-
dency - in Kuwait City, according to informed sources. Oman’s
Oil Minister Mohammed Al-Rumhi may join, they said. Oil prices
fell after Saudi Arabia and Russia last week signaled they’ll re-
store some of the output they halted as part of an accord with
22 other nations to help erode a global crude glut. Most produc-
ers weren’t consulted about the proposal to revive supplies. 

Smartphone attendance
The planning and administrative development department at

the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor asked all departments
to provide it with the names of employees who will be included
in the check-in system through smartphones. The planning sec-
tor has started trial operations of the system, which allows reg-
istered employees to sign in and out through their mobile
phones provided they are in the vicinity of not less than 250
meters. Those who have the right to join the system are nursery
inspectors and those who are tasked to carry out duties outside
their work premises, along with specialized workers.

No more ready houses for citizens 
Kuwaiti housing authorities are no longer delivering built

houses to eligible citizens. The Public Authority for Housing
Welfare’s strategy is now different; whereby it is distributing
residential units with a construction loan from the Credit Bank
of Kuwait, said Jenan Boushehri, Minister of State for Housing
Affairs and Minister of State for Services. She said the PAHW’s
new strategy will “provide the full opportunity for the citizen to
build his house according to his needs”. She affirmed the finan-
cial sustainability of the Credit Bank, saying 12,000 residential
units have been distributed. Increasing renovation loans may be
examined for relieving nationals of financial burdens, she added. 

Actress files complaint
The Baqer and Wawan law office lodged a complaint at the

e-crimes prosecution against actor Tariq Al-Ali, accusing him
of insulting actress Hayat Al-Fahd in a recording published on
social media. Separately, the public prosecution ordered the jail-
ing of five lawyers for 21 days on charges of manipulating the
documents of one of the most important fraud cases submitted
by a group of citizens. They were sent to the central prison.

Service road opens
Director General of the Public Roads Authority Ahmad Al-

Hussan said the authority will open part of the permanent serv-
ice road adjacent to the Public Authority for Applied Education
and Training from Kuwait University roundabout in the direction
of Kuwait City until the Ghazali intersection with Jamal Abdul
Nasser St. The opening will take place at dawn tomorrow.

Call for fodder subsidy
Deputy Chairman of the Animal Wealth Society Faisal Al-

Bughaili demanded that barley should be imported by animal
farmers so that feed prices can drop, especially since barley
prices have risen sharply recently. He said the rise in prices
will destroy animal stocks and lead to a huge rise in livestock
prices. He said the black market must be eradicated by subsi-
dizing barley prices.

KUWAIT: Director General of the DGCA Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah attends a ghabqa or-
ganized by the Kuwait Travel and Tourism Agencies Association (TTAA) and Sabre Travel Network
at the Four Seasons Hotel. -— Photo by Joseph Shagra


