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IRVINE: Double world champion Chase Kalisz won the
men’s 200m individual medley in a blistering 1min
55.73sec on Sunday to cap the US swimming champi-
onships with a second IM title. Kalisz put himself atop
the world rankings for 2018 heading into the Pan Pacific
Championships starting in Tokyo on August 9. “That
one was definitely my best race of the meet,” said
Kalisz, who was disappointed with his winning time in
the 400m IM two days earlier. “I honestly didn’t think I
was going to go 1:55.” Abrahm DeVine was second in
1:57.41 while Gunnar Bentz and Andrew Seliskar tied
for third in 1:58.23.

Kalisz, the 2016 Olympic silver medalist in the 400m
IM, swept the medleys at the World Championships in
Budapest last year. He said he was looking forward to
the Pan Pacs, where his 200m competition could
include Japan’s Kosuke Hagino and Daiya Seto and
China’s Wang Shun. The Pan Pacs are the biggest inter-
national meet for US swimmers this year, and also
another qualifier for next year’s World Championships
in South Korea. Olympic 100m free gold medalist
Simone Manuel completed a freestyle sprint sweep
with a victory in the 50m in 24.10sec, breaking the US
Open record wet by Australia’s Cate Campbell in 2008.
“I’m happy with that,” said Manuel, who led all the way.

Abbey Weitzeil was second in 24.63 and Margo
Geer third in 24.79. Michael Andrew, 19, sprinted to his
fourth title of the week in the men’s 50m free, besting a
field stacked with world and Olympic champions with a
time of 21.49sec. Caeleb Dressel, who won the 50m free
at Budapest as part of a seven-gold World

Championships haul, was second in 21.67 and Nathan
Adrian, the 2012 Olympics 100m free gold medalist,
was third in 21.85. “Last one, fast one,” Andrew, a for-
mer age group phenomenon who turned pro at 14, said
after a meet that saw him qualify for his first senior
international championships.

He had already won the 50m butterfly and breast-
stroke and the 100m breaststroke. “Being on the team,
there was no pressure,” he said of the 50 free. I could
race completely free. I wanted to see what I was capa-
ble of.” Kathleen Baker, still riding high on the excite-
ment of breaking the 100m backstroke world record on
Thursday, went out hard and held on to win the 200m
individual medley in a world-leading time of 2min
08.32. It was a US Open record for the 21-year-old,
who sliced three seconds off her previous best in an
event that has taken a back seat to backstroke in her
international competition.

“I only slept like four and a half hours last night
because I was so excited,” Baker said. “When you’re
having such a great meet it really just carries into your
other races and gives you a lot of confidence.” Melanie
Margalis was a distant second in 2:09.43 and Ella
Eastin was third in 2:10.84. With world record-holder
Katie Ledecky taking the night off, Ashley Twichell won
the women’s 1,500m freestyle in 15:55.68. Ally McHugh
was second in 16:02.56 and Erica Sullivan third in
16:02.88. Zane Grothe won the men’s 800m free in a US
Open record of 7:44.57 — the first time he’s swum
under 7:50 in the event. Jordan Wilimovsky was second
in 7:47.51 and Robert Finke third in 7:51.45.— AFP 
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Briefs

Iraq’s age cheating 

BAGHDAD: Despite having shaved to look younger,
Baghdad airport officials knew there was something
fishy about Iraq’s under-16 football squad heading for a
regional tournament in the Jordanian capital. Several of
the 23 players for the West Asia Football Federation
(WAFF) tournament starting tomorrow were found to
be overage, said the Iraq Football Association (IFA),
which immediately sacked the squad officials. Officials
at the airport confiscated nine passports after suspi-
cions were raised over the dates of birth, an Iraqi foot-
ball source told AFP, on condition of anonymity. He said
the players had shaved as instructed by team officials
to look younger.—AFP 

Skofterud dies 

OSLO: Norwegian cross-country skier Vibeke
Skofterud, an Olympic gold medalist and double world
champion in relay, has died in a jet-ski accident at 38,
Norwegian authorities said. Skofterud was reported
missing on Saturday. Her body was found on Sunday
morning on a small island near the town of Arendal. “All
the indications are that it was a jet-ski accident,”
Sveinung Alsaker of the local police said in a press
release. Skofterud won gold in the 4 x 5km relay at the
Vancouver Winter Games in 2010. She was also part of
the team that won the same event at the 2005 and 2011
World Championships. She retired from skiing in
January 2014. — AFP 

Ex-United star joins Adana

ISTANBUL: Brazilian midfielder Anderson, who spent
almost a decade at Manchester United, has joined
Turkish First League side Adana Demirspor on a three-
year deal, the club announced yesterday. Anderson,
who notched up 181 appearances for United between
2007-2015, was welcomed at the club in the south of
Turkey by its chairman Murat Sancak, it said in a state-
ment. The First League is the second flight of Turkish
football after the Super League and Adana Demirspor
will be hoping Anderson helps the club to win promo-
tion after 12th place last season. The player, 30, won
four Premier League titles and also the Champions
League in 2007-2008 with Manchester United.— AFP 

Sin-bins mandatory 

LONDON: English soccer will continue its trials of
temporary dismissals across 31 grassroots leagues in
the new season before making ‘sin-bins’ mandatory for
all leagues at Step Seven and below from 2019-20, the
Football Association (FA) said yesterday. Sin-bins were
introduced in select divisions in England’s Step Seven-
the lowest tier of the National League system-and low-
er leagues last year, with the focus on countering dis-
sent. Players shown a yellow card for dissent have to
leave the field for 10 minutes. The trial was introduced
after the International Football Association Board, the
sport’s law-making body, approved the use of sin-bins
at lower levels of domestic soccer worldwide in March
last year.  — Reuters

Bottas and Wolff reconcile

BUDAPEST: Valtteri Bottas and his Mercedes team chief
Toto Wolff have reconciled the misunderstanding of their
comments about his work as a “sensational wingman” fol-
lowing Sunday’s Hungarian Grand Prix. The Finn tweeted
that he had not called for a meeting with the team and ful-
ly understood Wolff’s remarks while the team boss said
the selfless Bottas had delivered his best race for the team.
“Some out of context news around ...” he tweeted. “I have
not called a meeting with the bosses for Toto saying I was
the perfect wingman in this race. There is no need to. “I
was disappointed with my end result in the race and saw
everything in a negative way for a moment. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: French whizz Matteo Guendouzi said he
hopes he’s embarking on a “big adventure” with Arsenal
after a scintillating start which has drawn comparisons
with the great Patrick Vieira. The 19-year-old midfielder,
instantly recognizable by his long hair, had fans salivating
in friendlies against Atletico Madrid and Paris Saint-
Germain in Singapore. Guendouzi, a strong tackler with
confident distribution, was a dynamo at the base of mid-
field, where against PSG he played alongside the similarly
hirsute Mohamed Elneny. Arsenal have long missed a mid-
fielder of the stature of Vieira, a member of the
“Invincibles” side, which went through the 2003/2004
Premier League season unbeaten.

With only three appearances so far-also including this
month’s outing against Boreham Wood-it’s early days for
Guendouzi, an under-20 international signed from Lorient.
But he said there was a positive feeling at Arsenal as the
London club opens a new era under Unai Emery, following
Arsene Wenger’s 22-year reign. “I’m very happy about
how the team played,” he told AFP, after Arsenal’s 5-1
demolition of a youthful PSG side at the International
Champions Cup in Singapore. “It gives us confidence and
it really made things easy for me. With such a good team
and a good feeling around the team, I think we can really
do some good things here.”

‘Working, working, working’
Arsenal is traditionally one of England’s biggest clubs

but Guendouzi’s arrival is well timed as Emery rebuilds a
team which finished only sixth in the Premier League last
season. However, Emery has plenty of midfielders to
choose from including Uruguay international Lucas
Torreira, another new signing, and Switzerland’s Granit
Xhaka. Guendouzi said he hopes to get his chance in com-

petitive games but that he also wants to learn from team-
mates such as Henrikh Mkhitaryan, Mesut Ozil and Aaron
Ramsey. “Yes I hope to play, that’s true but this is a big
squad, with a lot of great players with a lot of experience,”
he said. “It’s a question of working, working, working, and
afterwards the coach will make his choices. But I hope to
play a few games.” Arsenal complete their pre-season
against Chelsea and Lazio before a tough start to the sea-
son when they play champions Manchester City and
Chelsea in their first two games.

But they have the advantage of working with a nearly

full-strength squad as many of their rivals await the return
of players after the World Cup. Emery has been drilling his
players hard and his tactical changes have already been in
evidence with a high-pressing, possession game with
plenty of attacking threat. “It’s a great atmosphere. It’s a
great environment to work in, we’re working really well in
training and we’re playing well in the matches,” Guendouzi
said. “But it’s only the start,” he added. “Hopefully this will
be a big adventure with Arsenal. “These are only friendly
matches so I need to keep working-that’s the most impor-
tant thing for the future I hope to have at Arsenal.”— AFP 
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SINGAPORE: Kevin Gameiro (left) of Atletico Madrid is challenged by Matteo Guendouzi of Arsenal during their
International Champions Cup football match on July 26, 2018. —AFP 

CALIFORNIA: Chase Kalisz swims in the Men 200 LC Meter IM Prelims during day 5 of the Phillips 66 National
Swimming Championships at the Woollett Aquatics Center on July 29, 2018 in Irvine. —AFP 

WELLINGTON: The Canterbury
Crusaders are wary of the Lions’ “momen-
tum-changing” maul ahead of Saturday’s
Super Rugby final, flanker Matt Todd has
said. The Lions used their maul with aplomb
in their comeback semi-final win over the
New South Wales Waratahs at Ellis Park,
with hooker Malcolm Marx grabbing a
brace of tries from it.

Todd said the champion Crusaders, who
saw off the Wellington Hurricanes 30-12 in
their semi-final, would be busy during the
week working out ways to counter the
Lions’ maul. “It’s a real momentum changer
for them - not just with tries but also getting
them field position when they were under
the pump a little bit at the start of that
game,” Todd told New Zealand media yes-
terday. “When a team has a big strength, as
they do in that area, you have to put some
time into it. (Forwards coach) Jase Ryan will
come up with a good plan for us there.”

Saturday’s match will be a repeat of last
year’s final which saw the Crusaders win
their record-extending eighth championship
with a 25-17 triumph in Johannesburg. The
crucial difference this year is that the
Crusaders have hosting rights after finishing
the regular season top of the standings. The
Crusaders are virtually impregnable at their
Christchurch stronghold, and most rugby
pundits expect the Lions to suffer a third
successive defeat in the final, having also
lost the 2016 final to the Wellington
Hurricanes. Lions coach Swys de Bruin
admitted it would take something special to

upset the rampaging Crusaders in their
backyard and claim a first championship for
the Johannesburg team.

“I believe in miracles and this team has
proven it. So anything can happen,” he said.
“The Crusaders are the favorites - they are
a very good team - but it is still 80 minutes
between four white lines so it will be inter-
esting.” The Lions face an exhausting long-
haul flight to Christchurch where they can
expect to find a fresher Crusaders side
spared the full rigors of the training track.
“We have to make sure we keep filling up
those energy levels,” said Crusaders coach
Scott Robertson. “We have had a big four
weeks at home, and made a lot of tackles
against those teams. Defense has been a
huge part of it, and it takes a lot of out of
you. “We have got to have everything right
for Saturday night.” —Reuters

BERLIN: Bayern Munich Chief
Executive Karl-Heinz Rummenigge
has reiterated his call for the
Bundesliga to scrap the so-called
50 plus one rule which effectively
bars big investors from taking over
clubs. The rule bars commercial
investors from having more than a
49 percent stake in a club, stop-
ping them from taking over clubs
and forcing changes against the
wishes of supporters. Speaking at
a news conference in Miami after
the Bundesliga champions finished
a pre-season tour, Rummenigge
said that Germany was not a
“desert island” and the rule was
preventing Bundesliga clubs from
competing in Europe.

“Our behavior in this matter is
the cause of condescending smiles
here in the United States,” he said.
“Everyone is worried and fearful
that we will lose competitiveness if
we open up the market. The oppo-
site is true, Germany would benefit
from it. Either we go down this
path as well or we will wind up
paying a price for not doing so.”
Rummenigge added: “We have to
stop promoting populism in this
republic, which we are pushing to
an absurd level in almost all
Bundesliga clubs but especially in
associations. Germany is not a

desert island.”
The most recent attempt to

overturn the rule failed in March
when a majority of the 36 first and
second division clubs voted in
favor of a motion from FC St Pauli
to retain it. The rule is credited
with keeping ticket prices down
and stadiums full, giving Germany
one of the healthiest fan cultures in
European football. Investors who
have held an interest in a club for
at least 20 years can, however, ask
for an exemption as were granted
in the cases of Bayer Leverkusen
and VfL Wolfsburg.

Another exception is
Hoffenheim, where software bil-
lionaire Dietmar Hopp was allowed
to take majority control in 2014
after investing consistently over
two decades. However, German
clubs have struggled in European
competitions recently and no
Bundesliga side has reached an
European final since 2013.
Germany’s group stage exit at the
World Cup in Russia has added to
the sense that change may be
needed. Rummenigge said Bayern
supported a suggestion from
Eintracht Frankfurt that would
allow each club to decide for itself
whether it wants to continue to
adhere to the rule. —Reuters
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CHRISTCHURCH: Hurricanes’ Gareth Evans
(top) jumps over Crusaders’ George
Bridge (bottom left) and teammate
Beauden Barrett during the Super Rugby
semi-final match between New Zealand’s
Canterbury Crusaders and Wellington
Hurricanes on July 28, 2018. — AFP 


