
LOS ANGELES: Atlanta left-hander Sean Newcomb
came within one out of a no-hitter, and the Braves
posted a 4-1 win over the visiting Los Angeles Dodgers
on Sunday. After taking a close 1-2 pitch for a ball, Los
Angeles’ Chris Taylor ended the no-hit bid with a clean
single to left field with two outs in the ninth inning.
Newcomb, who threw 134 pitches, was immediately
replaced by Dan Winkler. The reliever allowed Taylor to
take second on indifference and permitted an RBI sin-
gle to Manny Machado to end the shutout. Newcomb
(10-5) struck out eight and issued one walk, to Yasiel
Puig to start the sixth inning. There were no other close
calls, although center fielder Ender Inciarte made a nice
running catch on a fly ball by Enrique Hernandez.

Rangers 4, Astros 3
Ronald Guzman recorded the last of three sixth-

inning doubles, and Texas rode a strong pitching per-
formance from Mike Minor to a victory and a three-
game series sweep at Houston. The Astros dropped
their fourth consecutive game and endured their first
series sweep on the season. Houston claimed the sea-
son series from Texas 12-7 but entered the weekend
having won eight consecutive games against the
Rangers. Minor (7-6) recorded eight strikeouts, one shy
of his season high, over six innings, issuing just one
walk, which was intentional, while allowing two runs
and four hits.

Rockies 3, A’s 2
Tom Murphy homered, German Marquez pitched

into the eighth inning, and Colorado beat Oakland to
sweep the three-game series in Denver. Ryan
McMahon, Trevor Story and Charlie Blackmon each
had two hits for Colorado, and Wade Davis pitched the
ninth for his 30th save. The Rockies have won four
straight and 11 of their past 13. Matt Chapman and
Khris Davis homered for Oakland, which came into the
weekend on a six-game winning streak but couldn’t
solve Colorado’s pitching.

Diamondbacks 5, Padres 4
Arizona scored all of its runs on homers by Paul

Goldschmidt, AJ Pollock and Nick Ahmed off Padres
rookie starter Joey Lucchesi, then held on to complete
a three-game sweep in San Diego. Clay Buchholz (4-1)
limited the Padres to three runs over 5 2/3 innings. Brad
Boxberger pitched a scoreless ninth to pick up his 25th
save. Ahmed finished with three hits for the
Diamondbacks. The Padres lost their fifth straight and
are 2-12 over their past 14 games.

Red Sox 3, Twins 0
Nathan Eovaldi pitched seven shutout innings in his

Boston debut, and JD Martinez had two hits and drove
in three runs in a win over visiting Minnesota. It was the
third straight victory for Boston (74-33), which moved
41 games over .500 for first time since Sept 27, 1946.
The Red Sox also improved to 37-14 at Fenway Park,
where they have won 13 of their last 15 games. Eovaldi
(4-4), acquired in a trade with Tampa Bay on
Wednesday, allowed just four hits and didn’t walk a bat-
ter while striking out five. It marked the eighth time in 11
games that the Boston starting pitcher didn’t allow a run.

Yankees 6, Royals 3
JA Happ pitched six outstanding innings in his

debut for New York to earn a win over visiting Kansas
City. Happ (11-6) allowed one run on three hits after
getting traded in the days leading up to the non-waiv-
er deadline for the fourth time in his career. The veter-
an left-hander also won for the first time since June 25
after going 0-3 in his last four starts for the Toronto
Blue Jays. Aaron Hicks hit a two-run homer, fell a
triple shy of the cycle and reached base four times for
the Yankees. Salvador Perez, Hunter Dozier and Rosell
Herrera homered for the Royals.

Orioles 11, Rays 5
Chris Davis hit two of Baltimore’s four home runs

and drove in four as the host Orioles defeated Tampa
Bay. The Orioles won the last three games in the four-
game series thanks to their long-dormant offense,
which scored a total of 37 runs in the three contests,
registering at least 11 runs each day. Davis hit a pair of
two-run shots. Jonathan Schoop homered for the sixth
time in seven games, a three-run blast. Austin Wynns
added a solo homer and three runs. The Rays got two
homers from CJ Cron and one from Jake Bauers.

Cubs 5, Cardinals 2
Kyle Hendricks pitched seven strong innings as

Chicago won at St Louis. Ben Zobrist and Anthony
Rizzo hit home runs for the Cubs, who avoided a
three-game sweep. Hendricks (7-9) allowed two runs
on four hits. He didn’t walk a batter and matched a
season high with eight strikeouts. It was only the sec-
ond time in six July starts that he went more than five
innings. Carl Edwards Jr. pitched a scoreless eighth for
the Cubs, and Pedro Strop worked a 1-2-3 ninth for
his fifth save of the season.

Indians 8, Tigers 1
Corey Kluber bounced back from two subpar out-

ings, Cleveland batters backed him with three homers,
and the visiting Indians cruised past Detroit. Kluber
(13-6) gave up one run on five hits and a walk in 7 1/3
innings while striking out five. The Indians ace surren-
dered nine earned runs and three homers while losing
his previous two starts. Yonder Alonso had three hits,
including a homer, and drove in three runs. Edwin
Encarnacion contributed a solo shot among two hits
and drove in two runs, and Melky Cabrera supplied
three hits, including his first long ball of the season.

Marlins 5, Nationals 0
Jose Urena snapped an eight-game home losing

streak and added an RBI single as Miami defeated
Washington. Urena (3-10) won his first game at
Marlins Park since beating the New York Mets on
Sept. 20, 2017. He held the Nationals scoreless for six
innings, giving up one hit and four walks while striking
out five. He combined with Adam Conley, Brad Ziegler
and Drew Steckenrider on a two-hitter. Martin Prado
smacked a pair of RBI hits to help the Marlins split the
four-game series.

Reds 4, Phillies 0
Luis Castillo pitched seven shutout innings, Scooter

Gennett belted a two-run home run, and Cincinnati
earned a series victory over visiting Philadelphia.
Castillo (6-8) teamed with David Hernandez, Wandy
Peralta and Raisel Iglesias on the Reds’ third shutout
of the season. Cincinnati earned three straight wins

after the first-place Phillies had won the opener of the
four-game series. Gennett hit his 17th homer, and a
two-run shot to cap a three-run third inning. Iglesias
was credited with his 21st save.

Mets 1, Pirates 0
Zack Wheeler pitched six shutout innings and hit a

two-out RBI double, leading New York to a win at
Pittsburgh. Seth Lugo allowed one hit in two innings,
and Anthony Swarzak pitched a perfect ninth for his
third save to complete the six-hit shutout. Austin
Jackson was 2-for-3 with a walk for the Mets, who
ended a two-game losing streak and earned a split in
the four-game series. Gregory Polanco was 3-for-4
with two stolen bases for the Pirates.

Blue Jays 7, White Sox 4
Teoscar Hernandez hit the game-tying homer, and

Brandon Drury had the go-ahead two-run double as
Toronto scored five runs in the ninth inning to win at
Chicago. Jace Fry (0-2) allowed Hernandez’s 16th
homer to lead off the ninth, tying the game at 3.
Kendrys Morales was hit by a pitch and took third
on a double by Aledmys Diaz, who hit a solo homer
earlier in the game. Jeanmar Gomez replaced Fry
and allowed the two-run double by Drury, who took
third on a groundout. Luke Maile followed with an
RBI double, and Lourdes Gurriel Jr. later added a
run-scoring single. Gurriel was helped off the field

with a leg injury after being thrown at second base
on the play to end the inning. Gurriel was 3-for-5
with two RBIs to record his club-record 11th straight
multi-hit game.

Giants 8, Brewers 5
Buster Posey collected four hits, including a bases-

clearing double in a four-run third inning, sending San
Francisco past visiting Milwaukee. Pablo Sandoval
laced a two-run triple and Gorkys Hernandez homered
for the Giants, who prevented a four-game sweep by
the Brewers and ended a four-game losing streak in
the process. Ryan Braun, Hernan Perez and Travis
Shaw homered for the Brewers, who lost for just the
second time in six games.

Mariners 8, Angels 5
Seattle erupted for seven runs in the first inning

and held on for a win over Los Angeles at Anaheim,
Calif., avoiding a three-game sweep. Angels starter
Felix Pena got only one out and was charged with all
seven runs in the opening frame. The Mariners finished
with 14 hits in all, including three each from Dee
Gordon, Ben Gamel and Denard Span. Mike Zunino
chipped in with two hits and three RBIs. Seattle
starter Marco Gonzales (12-5) gave up two runs on
seven hits and two walks in six innings, striking out
seven. The only runs he gave up came on a two-run
homer by Justin Upton in the fifth inning.— Reuters
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Newcomb just misses no-hitter 
as Braves cruise to a 4-1 victory
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Diamondbacks go 3 deep to beat Padres, finish sweep

ATLANTA: Sean Newcomb #15 of the Atlanta Braves throws a fourth inning pitch against the Los Angeles
Dodgers at SunTrust Park on July 29, 2018 in Atlanta, Georgia. —AFP 

GLASGOW: The first European Championships, a
new multi-sport event, gets under way on Thursday
with Glasgow hosting the combined event of various
continental championships. The idea is a simple one-
instead of European Championships for different
sports being held at separate venues and with their
own schedules, they will be clustered together in a
host city creating a similar vibe to an Olympics.

While the European Athletics Championships will
be held in Berlin, Glasgow will host Aquatics, Cycling,
Gymnastics, Rowing and Triathlon along with a new
European Golf Team Championships. The sports have
combined forces in terms of broadcasting so that even
though athletics will be in Germany, it will be part of a
multi-sports package going out on television across
the continent and globally through a deal with the
European Broadcasting Union.

“Many of the broadcasters have pledged a ‘major
event’ production like the commitment they have for
the Olympic Games or World Cup,” Svein Arne
Hansen, president of the European Athletic Association
told Reuters. “We are currently looking at over 3,300
hours of broadcast intentions for the championships
overall, compared to a standalone European Athletics
Championships that had about 1,500 hours of broad-
cast hours for Zurich 2014. “We need to make sure
athletics remains on the main free-to-air TV channels
and the idea of the European Championships, where
the whole is greater than the sum of the parts, will
make sure that is the case,” he added.

Top swimmers
The Aquatics event should attract the top swim-

mers from across Europe ahead of next year’s World
Championships in South Korea and the 2020 Tokyo
Games. “With the other six European Federations we
are convinced that the upcoming 12 days will offer
much more benefits for all stakeholders than if any-
one had done its own event alone,” said Gergely
Csurka, spokesman for European swimming’s govern-
ing body LEN.—Reuters

New multi-sport 
European event 
breaks new ground

KUWAIT: Lexus powered to an overwhelming victory
in the GT500 class race in the fourth round of the 2018
AUTOBACS SUPER GTseries held recently at the
Chang International Circuit in Thailand, taking the first
four places in the race. The No. 39 Lexus LC 500
DENSO KOBELCO SARD driven by Heikki Kovalainen
and Kamui Kobayashi, claimed its first win of the sea-
son, which also gave Kobayashi his first-ever GT500
win. Commenting on this significant win, Yugo
Miyamoto, Chief Representative, Middle East and
North Africa Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation, said, “I would like to congratulate the
teams on this outstanding result. 

This triumph adds to our proven record in motor-
sports and we remain dedicated to continuously building
on the experience gained on the racetrack to not only
engineer amazing vehicles, but also ignite our customers’
emotions. We extend our gratitude for their support and
enthusiasm, which remain a key inspiration in our drive
to create amazing experiences.” As the only event of the
season that is held outside Japan, the race started with
clear skies, and the weather remained fair throughout the
day, creating hot conditions for the drivers.

The 66-lap race got off to a flying start with the No.
16 rival car beginning in pole position followed by
another rival car, No 17, which was quickly passed by
Heikki Kovalainen in the No 39 Lexus LC 500 DENSO
KOBELCO SARD. On the 11th lap of the race, a colli-
sion created an opening for the No. 19 Lexus LC 500
WedsSport ADVAN driven by Kenta Yamashita. A bat-
tle for fourth place then developed between the No 6
Lexus LC 500 WAKO’S 4CR and two other cars, until
the Lexus LC 500 was able to break away. The No.
24competitor car was later involved in a collision and
forced to retire from the race.

The No 16 looked to be in an unassailable position,
but the No 19 Lexus LC 500 WedsSport ADVAN
passed to take the lead during lap 19. An eventful first
half saw all of the cars change position before the pit
stops with the exception of the leading No. 39Lexus

LC 500 DENSO KOBELCO SARD, which at one point
had opened up a lead of nearly seven seconds. By the
36th lap, all of the cars had completed their routine pit
stops. At this point, the order of the top three was the
No 39 Lexus LC 500 DENSO KOBELCO SARD in the
lead, followed by the No 6 Lexus LC 500 WAKO’S
4CR and the No 19 Lexus LC 500 WedsSport ADVAN,
giving Lexus a clean sweep of the top places.

The battle for the lead began to heat up as the race

progressed. Furthermore, the pace of the No 38 Lexus
LC 500 ZENT CERUMO, driven by Yuji Tachikawa
and Hiroaki Ishiura, which had started from 10th posi-
tion on the grid, was amazingly fast as it accelerated to
fourth place. For Kamui Kobayashi, his first-ever
GT500 podium finish was also his first win in a SUPER
GT race. Meanwhile, Heikki Kovalainen’s third victory-
saw him move up to the top of the
Drivers’Championship table. 

Lexus powers to 
victory in GT500 
class race


