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MEXICO CITY/OTTAWA:  Canada, the European
Union, Japan, Mexico and South Korea will meet in
Geneva next week to discuss how to respond to threats
by US President Donald Trump to impose tariffs on US
imports of autos and car parts, officials familiar with the
talks said.

The Trump administration has come under heavy
criticism from automakers, foreign governments and
others as it considers tariffs of up to 25 percent, a levy
critics warn will hike vehicle costs, hurting auto sales
and global industry jobs.

Several auto manufacturing powers have been talking
to each other in recent days about their fears and a pos-
sible coordinated response to Trump’s “Section 232”
investigation, which he ordered on May 23, into whether
auto imports are a threat to US security, sources say.
The probe could be completed within weeks, although
similar ones ordered last year that led to tariffs of 25
percent on steel and 10 percent on aluminum took about
10 months. The Commerce Department has 270 days to
offer recommendations to the president after such a
probe starts. He then has 90 days to act upon them.

It was not immediately clear what kind of response
the countries could be looking at, although Canada, the
EU and Mexico retaliated with their own tariffs after
Trump imposed levies on steel and aluminum imports in
March. Another option is to fight the United States at
the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Deputy ministers will gather in Geneva on July 31 to
hear each other’s views, a Canadian official and a
Mexican official told Reuters, asking to not be named
because they were not authorized to talk to the media.

“The meeting is meant to bring together major auto
producing nations so we can discuss our concerns over
the US Department of Commerce’s Section 232 investi-
gation of automobiles and parts,” said the Canadian
government official. Mexico’s economy ministry con-
firmed Deputy Economy Minister Juan Carlos Baker will
travel to Geneva for “work meetings about several sub-
jects,” including meeting World Trade Organization
(WTO) chief Roberto Azevedo. The Canadian foreign
ministry declined to comment.

According to the WTO website, Azevedo will meet
Baker on Monday, followed by Canada’s Deputy Trade
Minister Timothy Sargent and Japan’s Senior Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazuyuki Yamazaki on Tuesday. The
Mexican official said the meetings were related to the
auto tariff issue. Eventual tariffs on autos could hit com-
panies including Korea’s Hyundai Motor Co, Japan’s
Toyota Motor Corp and Germany’s BMW, as well as
global factories for US brands General Motors Co, Ford
Motor Co, and Fiat Chrysler Automobiles NV. Trump’s
agreement on Wednesday to refrain from imposing car
tariffs on the EU in return for reduced trade barriers for
US products has helped cool fears of a trade war, but
his final decision will not be known until the security
investigation is concluded in coming months.

The U.S. automakers lowered their full-year profit
forecasts on Wednesday due to the trade frictions, and
their stocks fell as investors bet the disputes would hurt
margins and sales. Although hopes of a breakthrough in
US-EU trade talks boosted carmakers on Thursday, the
planned meetings are a sign that auto-producing
nations want to prepare for the worst.

Managed trade 
Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland raised

the need for “cooperation by major interested nations”
regarding the US auto investigation during a meeting in
Ottawa with South Korean Trade Minister Kim Hyun-
chong last week, the South Korean ministry said in a
statement after the meeting. On a tour that also took in
the United States, Kim broached the idea of working
together to face tariffs at a meeting of the Pacific Alliance
trade bloc in Mexico yesterday, said another Mexican
official and a diplomat with knowledge of the matter,
asking to remain anonymous because they were not
authorized to speak about it. Officials consulted by
Reuters in Canada, Mexico and South Korea all said such
discussions were preliminary, with another Canadian
official characterizing them as comparing notes on the
state of play of the tariff investigation, rather than dis-
cussing a coordinated reaction in detail. — Reuters
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DUBAI: Panasonic to reinvent the contemporary Middle
Eastern kitchens with the introduction of new water
dispensers that combine cutting edge innovation with
stylishly elegant look.  Designed in statement-making
black and metal finish, Panasonic’s water dispensers
break the monotony of the plain white plastic design of
common water dispensers - a perfect way to achieve
that touch of chic luxury without compromising on reli-
ability and functionality.

The range includes two top
loading water dispensers,
SDM-WD3238TG and SDM-
WD3128TG, and the bottom
loading SDM-WD3438BG
model.  Ideal for both homes
and offices, these appliances
have been engineered with
Panasonic’s advanced tech-
nologies to deliver maximum
reliability, optimum usability
and top-notch level of safety.
Among the key features are:

● Hot, cold and normal water options - icy-cold, pip-
ing hot or room temperature water at your fingertips
from a single fast-flowing spout

● LED light indicators - for safe and easy water dis-
pensing in low-light conditions

● Stainless steel hot and cold-water reservoir - ideal
for eliminating the ‘plastic’ water taste common with
some water dispensers

● Child safety lock for hot water dispensing - to
prevent accidents from unsupervised access by the lit-
tle ones

● Double safety device - to prevent overheating
● Anti-finger proof stainless steel cabinet doors - for

a clean, polished look always 
Keisuke Nakagawa - Director of Consumer

Marketing Division, Panasonic, said, “Building on
Panasonic’s extensive and
innovative history in home
appliances, our water dis-
pensers are specially-
designed to meet the needs
of our Middle Eastern cus-
tomers who appreciate
unique features that make a
genuine difference.  These
appliances - while adhering
to top Japanese quality stan-
dards - were also built with
an upscale modern style, in
line with our efforts of creat-

ing luxury home concepts accessible to almost every-
one.  We are confident to say that our water dispensers
are great additions to Panasonic’s popular range of pre-
mium home appliances that boast industry-leading
technology.”

All Panasonic water dispenser models are now avail-
able in Panasonic showrooms and major retailer outlets
across the Middle East.

Panasonic water dispensers to add 
luxury to Middle Eastern kitchens

New dispensers combine cutting edge technology with elegant look
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Japan human 
trial tests iPS 
cell treatment 
for Parkinson’s
TOKYO: Japanese researchers yesterday
announced the first human trial using a
kind of stem cell to treat Parkinson’s dis-
ease, building on earlier animal trials. The
research team at Kyoto University plans to
inject five million induced Pluripotent
Stem (iPS) cells-which have the potential
to develop into any cell in the body-into
patient brains, the university said in a
press release.

The iPS cells from healthy donors will
be developed into dopamine-producing
brain cells, which are no longer present in
people with Parkinson’s disease.
Parkinson’s disease is a chronic, degenera-
tive neurological disorder that affects the
body’s motor system, often causing shak-
ing and other difficulties in movement.

Worldwide, about 10 million people
have the il lness, according to the
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation.

Currently available therapies “improve
symptoms without slowing or halting the
disease progression,” the foundation says.
But the new research aims to actively
reverse the disease. The clinical test with

seven participants aged between 50 and
69 will begin tomorrow. The university will
monitor the conditions of the patients for
two years after the operation.

The human trial comes after an earlier
trial involving monkeys. Researchers
announced last year that primates with
Parkinson’s symptoms regained significant
mobility after iPS cells were inserted into
their brains. They also confirmed that the
iPS cells had not transformed into tumors
during the two years after the implant. iPS
cells are created by stimulating mature,
already specialized, cells back into a juve-
nile state-basically cloning without the
need for an embryo. 

These can be derived from the patient,
making them less likely to be rejected,
while also sidestepping ethical qualms
about taking cells from embryos.

The cells can be transformed into a
range of different types of cells, and their
use is a key sector of medical research. In
2014, Riken, a Japanese government-
backed research institution, carried out
the world’s first surgery to implant iPS
cells to treat a patient with age-related
macular degeneration (AMD), a common
medical condition that can lead to blind-
ness in older people. Osaka University is
also planning a clinical test to treat heart
failure by using a heart muscle cell sheet
created from iPS cells. In the US, scientists
from Duke University said in January they
had managed for the first time to grow
functioning human muscle from iPS cells in
the lab. — AFP 

Taxi drivers join
Spain strike 
against Uber 
BARCELONA: Taxi drivers across Spain joined a strike
yesterday against ride hailing competitors such as Uber
and Cabify who they say unfairly threaten their livelihoods.
The strike began in Barcelona last week and spread
Saturday to Madrid as drivers demanded action from the
government, which is due to meet their representatives at
midday.

Strikes or partial stoppages have been called in
Valencia in eastern Spain, Zaragoza and Bilbao in the
north, and Seville in the south. The strike was sparked after
the Spanish government appealed a ruling by the
Barcelona authorities that limited the number of licenses
for Uber-style services.

Taxi driver federations want the authorities to strictly
enforce the legislation under which there should be 30 tra-
ditional taxis for each VTC (Tourism Vehicle with
Chauffeur). Today there are only five traditional taxis for
every VTC, they say, warning that they will extend their
action to blocking ports, airports and even the border with
France if Madrid fails to act.

In Barcelona, Spain’s biggest tourist attraction, hun-
dreds of black and yellow taxis parked for a third day on
the Gran Via, one of the city’s main roads. Some drivers
camped out there, sleeping on mattresses on the ground,
in tents or in their taxis.

VTC drivers have in turn criticized their traditional taxi
peers, charging that they were attacked in Barcelona last

week. “We sincerely hope that the state does not give in to
blackmail from violent people,” said Unauto, the platform
which represents Uber et Cabify.

The federation of Madrid taxis claimed all 15,000
drivers in the capital had joined the movement and that

it would spread to other cities. “All taxis have sponta-
neously and progressively stopped work, paralysing
services in the capital, at the airport, around bus and
railway stations”, federation secretary Santiago Simon
Vicente said. — AFP

MADRID: A taxi driver picks up a wheelchair-bound passenger outside the Atocha train station amid a strike by cab-
bies in Madrid yesterday. Taxi drivers across Spain joined a strike against ride hailing competitors such as Uber and
Cabify who they say unfairly threaten their livelihoods. — AFP

YAOUNDE:  With a flash of green light, a
robot sputters and whizzes across the
room, obeying the remote control com-
mands 15-year-old Xaviera Nguefo and
her team send its way.

It is a scene that would not look out of
place in a futuristic sci-fi fantasy, but is
instead playing out in Yaounde, the dusty
capital of Cameroon with its potholed
streets and frequent power outages. In a
country where one in four girls do not even
learn to read, Xaviera, one of about 20
young Cameroonians studying at the
NextGen centre in Yaounde, is picking up
the basics of artificial intelligence.

“I love doing that because the physics
that they teach us (at school) is all applied
here,” she told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “And it makes me a little bit
smarter!” The center is the brainchild of
Janet Fofang, a pioneering scientist and
teacher who aims to train the future tech
innovators of her country - with a particu-
lar focus on its girls. It enables young
Cameroonians to learn to write code, make
robots and acquire advanced computer
skills, and is one of a range of initiatives
Fofang has set up, including a technologi-
cal school for 800 pupils.

“We’ve seen technology prove to every
one of us that it’s a good method to move
away from poverty. And we all know that in

these parts, women always remain at the
poverty line,” she said.

Nearly one in three girls in Cameroon
are married by 18, according to a 2016
study by United Nations children’s agency
UNICEF, and this often means they drop
out of full-time education early.

In 2016, 95 percent of all children out of
school were girls, and UN data for 2010 -
the most up to date available - showed
women and girls made up 60 percent of
Cameroon’s illiterate population. Studies
suggest educating girls has a broader soci-
etal benefit that goes well beyond the indi-
vidual child. If all girls had a secondary
education, child deaths would be cut in
half, saving almost 3 million lives across the
globe, according to research by the UN
cultural agency UNESCO. Fofang says
teaching girls about technology can help
break the cycle of “poverty from genera-
tion to generation”, but says social atti-
tudes, as well as a lack of opportunities,
are still holding them back. “An overly
ambitious girl in Cameroon is not a good
one - if you’re too ambitious, society
judges you,” she said.

One woman who has not allowed socie-
ty to hold her back is chemical engineer
Persis Mbangsi, one of a tiny minority of
Cameroonian women who have broken
through the glass ceiling. —Reuters

From robots to girl power, getting
Cameroon’s women into work

YAOUNDE, Cameroon: Janet Fofang and the children and youths taking part in
NextGen technical skills workshop in Yaounde.— Reuters


