
MATARAM, Indonesia: Groups of hikers began to pick their
way down the slopes of a Lombok volcano yesterday after a
deadly earthquake triggered landslides that trapped more
than 500 tourists and guides on the mountain. Tons of rock
and mud were dislodged on Mount Rinjani in the 6.4-magni-
tude quake, which struck early Sunday and was followed by
scores of aftershocks, blocking the hiking routes that criss-
cross the mountain.

Around 560 people were estimated to be trapped on
Rinjani overnight, including citizens from the United States,
France, the Netherlands, Thailand and Germany, as well as
many other countries, search and rescue officials said. Search
and rescue officials said tourists had now started to descend
the active volcano but were unlikely to arrive at its base before
nightfall. “At the moment both domestic and international
tourists are on their way down,” I Gusti Lanang Wiswananda,
a spokesman for West Nusa Tenggara search and rescue, said.

Hikers were able to start descending the mountain after
guides discovered an alternate route that was unaffected by
the landslides, Wiswananda said, adding the evacuation will
most likely stretch into today. Hundreds of other hikers man-
aged to get off the mountain on Sunday, according to offi-
cials. At least 16 people were killed in the earthquake across
affected areas of Lombok, while hundreds of buildings were

destroyed including a health clinic. The quake created panic
on the holiday island and sent locals and tourists running out-
side their homes and hotels. Helicopters and search teams
were deployed to scour the volcano’s slopes and drop food
supplies for those stranded on the mountain. The search will
be halted at sunset, search and
rescue officials said. “For sup-
plies, they can still survive for
another one to two days,” Agus
Hendra Sanjaya, spokesman for
Mataram’s search and rescue
agency, said.

Rising some 3,726 meters
above sea level, Rinjani is the
second-tallest volcano in
Indonesia and a favorite among
sightseers keen to take in its
expansive views. Hiking trails on
the mountain were closed fol-
lowing the quake due to fear of further landslides. Thailand’s
embassy in Jakarta said 239 of its citizens were stuck in the
area surrounding the mountain. Thai national Thanapon
Worawutchainan, who was at the summit when the earthquake
occurred, posted a video on Facebook showing people stum-

bling down the slopes in the aftermath. He said the ground
shook violently and people lay down until the tremors
stopped. “It looked like the mountain in front of me was going
to collapse,” another stranded Thai, Funknathee Prapasawat,
said on Facebook. “Some people were injured by rocks falling

off the mountain.”

Thousands in shelters    
The epicenter of the earth-

quake was 50 km northeast of
Lombok’s main city Mataram,
the United States Geological
Survey said, far from the main
tourist spots on the south and
west of the island. The initial
tremor was followed by two
strong secondary quakes and
more than 100 aftershocks. The
jolt was felt some 100 km away

on the bustling resort island of Bali, although there were no
reports of damage there. In the hard hit village of Medas, north
of Mataram, the majority of houses were destroyed and the area
was deserted Monday save for a few people searching for pos-
sessions in the rubble, an AFP reporter at the scene said. Some

160 people were injured in Lombok as a result of the quake,
said Mohammad Rum, head of West Nusa Tenggara disaster
agency. A Malaysian was among the dead, with another six citi-
zens injured, the foreign ministry in Kuala Lumpur said.

A total of 5,141 people are staying in temporary shelters
and in need of clean water, Indonesian disaster mitigation
agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho told MetroTV.
Rinjawani Pebolaisia, an evacuee at a shelter in East Lombok,
said they were lacking basic supplies. “We hope that aid will
arrive quickly-there are only instant noodles here,” Pebolaisia,
30, said. “We also need milk for the children, diapers, there are
also no blankets... Many people are sleeping outside.”

President Joko Widodo visited affected areas on Monday
and promised financial support for those who have lost their
homes. “We must be aware that our country is in the Ring of
Fire, so people need to be prepared to face any disaster,”
Widodo said. Indonesia, one of the most disaster-prone
nations on earth, straddles the so-called Pacific “Ring of Fire”,
where tectonic plates collide and a large portion of the world’s
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes occur.

In 2004 a tsunami triggered by a magnitude 9.3 undersea
earthquake off the coast of Sumatra in western Indonesia
killed 220,000 people in countries around the Indian Ocean,
including 168,000 in Indonesia. —AFP
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LOMBOK: This picture shows an Indonesian village security officer examining the debris of houses, after a 6.4 magnitude earthquake struck, in Lombok. — AFP

Hikers start descent of Indonesia volcano after quake
More than 500 tourists, guides trapped on the mountain
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Fish in hospital 
as rains kill 80
in north India
NEW DELHI: Dirty water with fish squirming around
flooded a hospital in northeast India after monsoon rain
and at least 80 people died within days in one state in
weather-related accidents, officials said yesterday.
Patients sat gingerly with their feet up at the Nalanda
Medical College hospital in Bihar state when water
gushed into the intensive care unit, highlighting the annu-
al havoc the monsoon wreaks on the country’s creaking
infrastructure. 

“A portion of the ground floor was flooded on Sunday
after a pipe choked amid heavy rains, causing waterlog-
ging,” Sitaram Prasad, principal of the college-cum-hos-
pital, told AFP. Tens of thousands of buildings and homes
across India regularly flood during the monsoon months
of June to September, which bring death and destruction.
Some 545 people have died across the country since
May due to the rains, with over a million people affected
in some way. Sanjay Kumar, the head of disaster manage-
ment in Uttar Pradesh state west of Bihar, said 80 people
have been killed by collapsing homes or walls since
Thursday after heavy rain pounded much of the region.
Neighboring states are also on alert, with authorities
evacuating 3,000 residents from areas near the River

Yamuna, which is flowing above the danger level in the
capital New Delhi. A 150-year-old iron bridge was
closed as water levels rose to touch its base. 

Authorities in Haryana state said many rivers were
brimming close to the danger mark. Gujarat in the west

and the northeastern state of Assam have also been affect-
ed. More than 200,000 people are living in relief camps in
Assam. Mumbai, the capital of the western state of
Maharashtra, was pounded by days of torrential rain which
disrupted transport and caused severe flooding. —AFP

Britain’s Hunt 
misidentifies 
wife as Japanese 
BEIJING: In a slip of the tongue during his maiden trip to
China as Britain’s new foreign secretary, Jeremy Hunt yes-
terday told his Chinese counterpart that his wife was
Japanese, but backtracked quickly. At the start of talks in
Beijing, the capital, Hunt told the government’s top diplo-
mat, State Councillor Wang Yi, that he had a long relation-
ship with China, beginning with a backpacking trip when
he was 19.

“My wife is Japanese - my wife is Chinese. That’s a ter-
rible mistake to make,” Hunt said, to laughter in the room.
“My wife is Chinese, and my children are half-Chinese, and
so we have Chinese grandparents who live in Xian and
strong family connections in China.” He married his wife
Lucia in July 2009 and they have a son and two daughters,
according to his website. Hunt, who took over this month
following the resignation of his predecessor Boris Johnson,
was visiting Beijing on only his second trip outside Britain
since assuming his role as foreign minister. The rest of his
talks with Wang, a former Chinese ambassador to Japan
who speaks fluent Japanese, went much better, though.
Hunt later told a news briefing that China had offered
Britain talks on a post-Brexit free trade deal.—Reuters

BIHAR, India: A patient and his relatives are seen sitting on hospital beds inside a waterlogged room at
Nalanda Medical College and Hospital following heavy rains, in Patna in the Indian state of Bihar. — AFP


