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KUWAIT: A picture of the exhibition in Diwan Al-Qallaf. —KUNA photos

President of Zanzibar Ali Mohamed Shein during a meeting with Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s (KRCS) Deputy
Chairman Anwar Al-Hassawi in the presence of Kuwaiti Ambassador to Tanzania Jassem Al-Najim. The Red Crescent aid. —KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s development
vision is riveted on youth, including people with
disabilities, said a senior development official on
Sunday. Secretary-General  of  the Supreme
Council for Planning and Development (SCPD)
Khaled Mahdi made the remark during a confer-
ence on the disabled. 

The event mainly aims at exploring effective ways
to provide a better life for people with special needs
in the context of Kuwait’s 2035 development vision,
he said. In this regard, the SCPD chief pointed out
the necessity of overhauling the educational system,
boosting societal awareness, providing an easy
access to health and environmental services and
offering jobs. Director-General of the Public
Authority of the Disabled Shafiqa Al-Awadhi said it
is imperative for everyone to support people with
disabilities by helping incorporate them in the socie-
ty. She hoped that the event would come up with
recommendations that could effectively lead to bet-
ter educational, health and job services.

She even called on all public and private institu-
tions and agencies to work together in order to
ensure fruitful blueprints purposed to take better care
of people with special needs. Honorary President of
the Kuwait Disabled Sports Club Sheikha Sheikha Al-

Abdullah Al-Sabah appreciated state and private
departments for catering for young people in general
and the disabled in particular. A country’s develop-
ment can be now gauged by how much it is interested
in the affairs of young people, she said. She boasted
that Kuwait has adopted one of the world’s best laws
for people with disabilities. —KUNA

SCPD chief: Disabled persons 
integral part of Amir’s vision

KUWAIT: Secretary-General
of the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development
of Kuwait Dr Khaled Mahdi. 

KUWAIT: Honorary President of
Kuwait Sports Club for Disabled
Sheikha Sheikha Al-Abdullah
Al-Sabah. —KUNA photos

Zanzibar hails 
Kuwait’s continuous 
humanitarian support
KUWAIT: President of Zanzibar Ali Mohamed Shein
hailed Kuwait’s continuous humanitarian support, name-
ly the recent donation of medical equipment to the
blood bank in Mnazi Mmoja Hospital. The President’s
statement came during his meeting with Kuwait Red
Crescent Society’s (KRCS) Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-
Hassawi and his accompanying delegation yesterday,
after the blood bank’s inauguration, with the presence of
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Tanzania Jassem Al-Najim. In a
statement released by Kuwait Embassy in Tanzania,
Shein thanked KRCS for supporting Tanzania’s largest
hospital. KRCS team had visited an orphanage in
Unguja city and an elderly care home to distribute aid.
Meanwhile, Al-Hassawi noted that KRCS would contin-
ue to aid people in need and those affected by natural
disasters and crises everywhere. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The construction of small and huge wood-
en ships was a sophisticated and tiring occupation
which only (Al-Qallaleef) could carry out in old
Kuwait. A Qallaf, the singular of Qallaleef, was
assigned alongside others to manufacture and con-

struct wooden ships of various types and designs.
Through the passage of time, the profession became
less prominent in Kuwait; however, Al-Qallaleef ’s
decedents took the term and made it their own by
having Al-Qallaf as a last name. —KUNA

Qallaleef: The chief wooden shipbuilders in old Kuwait

KUWAIT: A ship being built. 

BRUSSELS: The recent announcement that the
European Union is to open its Delegation (embassy) in
Kuwait marks a significant turning point in relations
between the 28-member European bloc and the Gulf
country. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, announced in Brussels on July 13 after a
meeting with EU High Representative Federica
Mogherini that the EU will open its embassy in Kuwait
by the end of this year.

He noted that the opening of the EU embassy in
Kuwait would contribute to strengthening bilateral
relations in all fields. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said
Kuwait supports and participates in the role of the
EU to find solutions to the problems in the region; in
Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Libya, the Middle East Peace
Process, and the fight against terrorism. Kuwait also
supports and participates in the EU’s humanitarian
efforts, he noted.

On her part, Mogherini at a meeting of EU Foreign
Ministers in Brussels on July 16, announced her inten-
tion to open an EU Delegation in Kuwait to strengthen
bilateral relations. The EU opened its first Delegation in
the Gulf region in Saudi Arabia in 2004. The EU’s
Riyadh Delegtion is accredited to five Gulf Cooperation
Council countries (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and
Saudi Arabia). 

A second EU Delegation opened in Abu Dhabi in
2013 and covers the United Arab Emirates. Observers
note that Mogherini has played a key role in boosting
ties between Brussels and Kuwait. She visited Kuwait
In July 2017 to underline Europe’s support to efforts by
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to resolve the Gulf crisis. The EU’s top
diplomat visited Kuwait again in February 2018 to co-
chair the International Conference for the
Reconstruction of Iraq. During her press conferences in
Brussels, Mogherini regularly praises His Highness the
Amir’s prominent humanitarian role and his peace-
building efforts in the region. 

She also lauded Kuwait’s role as a force of stability
and for coordinating the international effort to provide
humanitarian assistance to Syria and other countries
affected by the conflict and for Kuwait’s cooperation
with the EU in the UN Security Council. “Kuwait is
doing excellent work in the Security Council. We are
cooperating closely with them,” noted Mogherini at the
EU Foreign Ministers’ meeting earlier this month. 

Memorandum of Understanding
Kuwait’s Ambassador to the EU, NATO, Belgium

and Luxembourg Jassem Al-Budaiwi, supported by his
young, talented and hard-working team of diplomats at
the embassy deserve a big applause for their unrelent-
ing and persistent efforts to deepen and expand ties
with EU. In two years since he assumed his post in
Brussels, Al-Budaiwi has made his mark through his
energetic engagements on the diplomatic and political
circles in the EU’s capital, observers say. — KUNA

EU-Kuwait
relationship 
takes big
leap forward


