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KUWAIT: In the wake of Saudi Arabia’s
decision to suspend oil shipments
through the Red Sea’s strategic Bab-el-
Mandeb strait, the repercussions of the
move on oil prices remain subtle,
according to an analyst. Countries bear-
ing the brunt of the Saudis’ decision to
halt shipments through Bab-el-Mandeb
strait, where four to five million barrels
of oil pass through the waterway each
day, will now have to rely on commercial
stocks until maritime transit through the
significant shipping route is safe, oil
expert Mohammad Al-Shatti told KUNA
yesterday.

The security of oil supply has taken
precedence among the international
community in recent weeks, Al-Shatti
explained, with the United States and
other top oil consumers calling on OPEC
to boost production in order to ensure
stability in global markets. OPEC mem-
bers struck a new deal last month to raise
oil production and Al-Shatti said that it
has proven immensely beneficial to the
global market, emphasizing that the
security of oil supply hinges on safe mar-
itime transit routes.

Meanwhile, the analyst clarified that
any attacks on oil shipments require
responsive and urgent action, citing the
UN’s Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which states that all ships and aircraft
enjoy the right of unimpeded transit pas-
sage. He went on to say that the global
oil market is at a perilous juncture given

the decline in oil production in some
regions of the world, in addition to the
soaring demand for oil, which prompted
OPEC to boost oil output by 1 million
barrels per day.

“If the security of oil supply is threat-
ened in any way, then prices will begin to
spiral out of control,” Al-Shatti said,
pointing out that as the world’s biggest
oil exporter, Saudi Arabia churns out
between six to seven and a half million
barrels of oil per day. Saudi Energy
Minister Khalid Al-Faleh said last week
that the kingdom is “temporarily halting”
all oil shipments through Bab Al-Mandeb
strait after two of its crude vessels were
attacked by the Iran-allied Houthi group.
The upheaval is expected to have a mini-
mal effect on Kuwaiti oil shipments,
where 90 percent of the Gulf state’s
crude exports go to southeastern Asia, a
Kuwaiti oil official has said. — KUNA 

Red Sea lane unrest to 
barely affect oil prices

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah presides over the Cabinet weekly meeting. — KUNA photos 

KUWAIT: The Cabinet meeting in progress. 

Amir offers his condolences over 
India’s floods, Indonesia quake

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent yesterday a cable to
Indian President Ram Nath Kovind,
offering his condolences to the vic-
tims who fell in the heavy rain and
floods hitting the northern state of
Uttar Pradesh. His Highness the Amir
expressed his sorrow towards who
fell  in the natural disasters, and
wished for the swift recovery for
those injured. His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables. 

Another cable was sent yester-
day to Indonesian President Joku
Widodo, extending his condolences
to the victims of the earthquake in
Lombok Is land. HH the Amir
expressed sorrow over those killed
in the natural disaster, and wished
the injured fast recovery. HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
similar cables. HH the Amir had also
received Argentine Ambassador to
Kuwait Jorge Omar Antonio yester-
day at Seif Palace on the occasion
of the end his tenure. Deputy Amiri

Diwan Minister Sheikh Mohammed
Abdullah Al-Sabah attended the
meeting. 

Kuwait ’s  Nat ional  Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim had
also sent cables of condolences to
top lawmakers in India over the vic-
tims of heavy rain and floods hitting
the northern state of Uttar Pradesh.
Al-Ghanim also sent cable of con-
dolences to his  counterpart  in
Indonesia, extending his condo-
lences to the victims of the earth-
quake in  Lombok Is land. He
expressed sorrow over those killed
in the natural disaster, and wished
the injured fast recovery. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receiving outgoing Argentine Ambassador
to Kuwait Jorge Omar Antonio yesterday at Seif Palace. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Iraqi Vice-President Nouri Al-Maliki and a delegation accompanying him
arrived in Kuwait yesterday. He was received by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

Kuwaiti oil expert Mohammad Al-Shatti

Kuwait 
commemorates 
Iraq’s 1990 
invasion
KUWAIT: The government of Kuwait yesterday
commemorated the August 2, 1990 Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait, during which hundreds of people
were martyred and left unaccounted for until an
international coalition liberated the country in

February 1991.The government, in a meeting
chaired by Acting Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, said in a statement the Iraqi regime and
its forces destroyed “all aspects of civilization
and life” in Kuwait.

The cabinet, marking the 28th anniversary of
the Iraqi invasion and seven-month occupation,
due next Thursday, prayed to Allah the
Almighty to bestow mercy upon souls of mar-
tyrs and innocent people who lost their lives
during the occupation. It highly appreciated the
faithful endeavors and sacrifices of late Amir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
the Father Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah, and the Kuwaiti people in con-

fronting the aggression. The cabinet also
expressed gratitude for all countries which sup-
ported Kuwait’s just cause which led to the
defeat of the aggressors.

It called on the Kuwaiti people to learn les-
sons from this agonizing experience, and safe-
guard security and stability of Kuwait, as well as
join hands to boost national unity. Iraqi regime
forces invaded and occupied Kuwait for seven
months before they were ejected by a US-led
international alliance in February 1991. During
the occupation, the Iraqi troops killed Kuwaiti
people, looted and destroyed private and public
properties, and held citizens as prisoners. The
Iraqi forces also torched over 700 oil wells
before leaving the country.  — KUNA 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to
Kuwait Rami Tahboub said they are wait-
ing for the Palestinian
teachers who were con-
tracted for the new
school year, due to the
confidence, competence
and distinguished per-
formances shown by
them during the many
years of excellent service
in Kuwait. Ambassador
Tahboub said the con-
tracts committee of
Kuwait’s Education
Ministry arrived in
Palestine to start the con-
tracting procedures with
a new batch of teachers
who wish to work in Kuwait. Tahboub is
expecting other Gulf countries to call

Palestinian teachers to work for them.
Qatar has already started the process of
recalling Palestinian teachers due to their
exemplary performances.

MoI seeks to end paper use 
The director of IT Center at

the Ministry of Information
Abeer Al-Awadhi said the min-
istry is seeking to end bureau-
cracy and paper use. This is
being done to enhance adminis-
trative work and internal corre-
spondence, while transitioning
into an all-electronic system.
Al-Awadhi said enhancements
include many programs such as
the “inspection team report” for
cinema inspectors, inspection
program for the inspection
office and archiving the

allowances for each department according
to the requests of the undersecretaries.
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KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah yesterday stressed Kuwait’s support for
the international community in its efforts to
combat human trafficking. Jarallah made his
remarks on the sidelines of his participation to
mark the World Day Against Human Trafficking
organized by the International Organization of
Migration (IOM) mission in Kuwait. He said that
Kuwait enjoys “a praiseworthy law, which keeps
us away from all wrong human practices”. He
stressed Kuwait will not hesitate to deter and
hold accountable those responsible for human
trafficking, adding that there were contacts and
cooperation with friends around the globe in
this regard.

He pointed out to Kuwait’s domestic employ-
ment law, national strategy for combating human
trafficking and the establishment of the Public
Authority for Manpower to prevent human traf-
ficking. He said that Kuwait seeks to contain this
phenomenon by providing a decent life for all
workers and those living on Kuwaiti territory,
adding that these steps were based on Kuwait’s
commitment to international conventions and
laws regarding human rights. The deputy for-
eign minister confirmed that about three million
foreigners live in peace and security in Kuwait.

Head of the IOM mission in Kuwait Iman
Erekat said human trafficking was a crime
against humanity affecting human dignity, prais-
ing Kuwait’s efforts to combat this phenomenon.
She said that Kuwait’s Acting Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s sponsorship of
this celebration affirms Kuwait’s serious desire
to combat such crimes. Erekat stressed this is
also consistent with Sustainable Development
Goals 8 and 10 over decent work, economic

growth and reduction of inequalities. Jarallah
also said Kuwait supports the United Nations
Special Envoy to Yemen Martin Griffiths on his
mission to help the Yemeni people to overcome
their dire situation. In a press release, Jarallah
said Kuwait played a pivotal role in helping to
resolve the Yemeni crisis. He indicated that the
meeting between HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Griffiths had
focused on Kuwait’s stance with regards to the
conflict in Yemen. He hoped that Kuwait and the

UN would continue to coordinate efforts in
Yemen until a peaceful solution is reached.

Meanwhile, Jarallah touched in his statement
on the situation in Iraq and affirmed that Kuwait
will do all that it can to help the Iraqi people. On
the subject of a US-proposed Arab alliance sim-
ilar to NATO, Jarallah said his country had sub-
mitted several proposals of similar nature in the
Middle East, indicating that the US and Kuwait
will hold talks to discuss the nature of such a
strategic entity. — KUNA  
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KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah signs an anti-human trafficking campaign
poster yesterday. — KUNA


