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SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka
N. Dickwella c Shamsi b Rabada 2
U. Tharanga run out (Duminy) 10
K. Mendis c de Kock b Rabada 3
K. Perera c Miller b Shamsi 81
A. Mathews c Amla b Ngidi 5
S. Jayasuriya c de Kock b Rabada 0
T. Perera c de Kock b Shamsi 49
A. Dananjaya b Shamsi 11
S. Lakmal c de Kock b Rabada 5
L. Sandakan not out 5
L. Kumara st de Kock b Shamsi 3
Extras (lb4, nb2, w13) 19
Total (all out, 34.3 overs) 193
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Dickwella), 2-11 (Mendis), 3-22 (Tharanga), 4-35
(Mathews), 5-36 (Jayasuriya), 6-128 (T. Perera), 7-166 (Dananjaya),
8-179 (K. Perera), 9-189 (Lakmal), 10-193 (Kumara)
Bowling: Rabada 8-0-41-4 (w7), Ngidi 8-1-29-1 (w4), Mulder 3-0-
34-0 (nb2, w1), Phehlukwayo 3-0-30-0 (w1), Shamsi 8.3-0-33-4, JP
Duminy 4-0-22-0.

South Africa (target 194)
H. Amla b Dananjaya 19
Q. de Kock c Lakmal b Dananjaya 47
A. Markram lbw b Dananjaya 0
F. du Plessis c Mathews b Sandakan 47
JP Duminy not out 53 
D. Miller lbw b Lakmal 10
W. Mulder not out 14
Extras (lb1, w5) 6
Total (5 wickets, 31 overs) 196
Did not bat: A. Phehlukwayo, K. Rabada, T. Shamsi, L. Ngidi
Fall of wickets: 1-31 (Amla), 2-31 (Markram), 3-117 (de Kock), 4-129
(du lessis), 5-172 (Miller)
Bowling: Dananjaya 10-0-50-3, Lakmal 6-0-37-1 (w2), Jayasuriya
4-0-23-0 (w1), Kumara 3-0-11-0 (w1), Sandakan 8-0-74-1 (w1).
Result: South Africa beat Sri Lanka by five wickets
Series: South Africa lead the five-match series 1-0

DAMBULLA, Sri Lanka: Final scoreboard of the first one-day inter-
national between Sri Lanka and South Africa in Dambulla yesterday:

26

Rabada and Shamsi set up South 
Africa’s big win in one-day clash

DAMBULLA: Bowlers Kagiso Rabada and Tabraiz
Shamsi starred yesterday in South Africa’s five-wicket
hammering of Sri Lanka in the first one-day internation-
al, some consolation for a disappointing tour. They
claimed four wickets each to help bowl out Sri Lanka for
193, a total the visitors passed in just 31 overs to take a
1-0 lead in the five-match series. South Africa’s chase
depended on an 86-run third-wicket stand between
Quinton de Kock and skipper Faf du Plessis, who both
hit 47. Off spinner Akila Dananjaya struck at crucial
moments to get three wickets but Jean-Paul Duminy
ensured a swift chase with his 32-ball unbeaten 53.

But it was a superb opening pace spell from Rabada
and Shamsi’s career-best figures of 4-33 with his left-
arm wrist spin that led South Africa to their first victory
of the tour after being swept aside in a two-Test series.
“Feels much better to be chatting as a winning captain,”
du Plessis said afterwards. “In the Test series we didn’t
play well. There is a new group of players for the ODIs.
I also thought we’ve learnt lessons, had good discus-
sions and put pressure on their spinners by taking a
few risks.” After the recent defeats, du Plessis said
South Africa were now looking forward to the rest of
the tour.  Sri Lanka’s innings lasted just 34.3 overs but
batsman Kusal Perera hit a gritty 81 to lift the hosts
from a precarious 36-5 following their decision to bat
first. Kusal, whose 72-ball stay included 11 fours and a
six, put on a crucial 92 for the sixth wicket stand with
Thisara Perera, who made 49 to give the total a mod-
icum of respect. Kusal and Thisara counter-attacked to
hit the South African bowlers to all parts of the ground
as Sri Lanka reached 100 in the 16th over. The left-
handed batting duo cashed in on the inexperience of
rookie pacemen Willem Mulder and Andile
Phehlukwayo as they plundered runs.

Spin trouble
But the introduction of spin in the 18th over put Sri

Lanka in trouble again. Shamsi broke the dangerous
partnership by getting Thisara caught behind. Kusal
kept up the good work to reach his fourth ODI fifty and
got support from Dananjaya in a 38-run partnership. He

finally fell to Shamsi, who won the man of the match
award, after being caught at point while attempting a
reverse sweep. The innings folded soon afterwards. 

South Africa suffered a wobbly start to their chase
after opener Hashim Amla and Aiden Markram fell to
the guile of Dananjaya, who opened the attack for the
hosts. The left-right batting combination of de Kock
and du Plessis blunted Sri Lanka’s spin threat with their
measured approach. However de Kock and du Plessis
were denied their fifties after Dananjaya and left-arm
spinner Lakshan Sandakan got the batsmen out
respectively.

Duminy, who hit six fours and two sixes, kept calm
to complete his 26th ODI half-century and the veteran
left-hand batsman hit the winning runs. “It wasn’t the
best day but we have four more games to bounce
back,” said Sri Lanka skipper Angelo Mathews.
“Getting bowled inside 34 overs was pretty disap-
pointing. We will take the positives and move for-
ward,” said Mathews, who returned as one-day cap-
tain in January. The second international, a day-night
game, is on Wednesday, also in Dambulla. The two
sides will also play a one-off Twenty20 international
on August 14.—AFP 

DAMBULLA: South Africa’s Kagiso Rabada (2nd right) celebrates with his teammates after he dismissed Sri
Lankan cricketer Shehan Jayasuriya during the first One Day International (ODI) cricket match between Sri
Lanka and South Africa yesterday. — AFP 

GSTAAD: Italy’s Matteo Berrettini holds the trophy as he celebrates his victory at the end of the Swiss Open
ATP 250 tennis tournament final match against Spain’s Roberto Bautista-Agut yesterday. —AFP

Some consolation as South Africa hammer Sri Lanka

JAKARTA: Just over a year ago, Indonesian sprinter
Lalu Muhammad Zohri could barely afford running
shoes and was pretty much unknown outside his
small village on the eastern island of Lombok. That
all changed in 10.18 seconds earlier this month when
the 18-year-old orphan produced a blistering finish
to beat the cream of the planet’s junior sprinting tal-
ent in the 100 meters final at the under-20 world
championships in Finland.

Indonesia had never previously had a finalist at
the championships, let alone a world junior champi-
on, and Zohri has quickly become burdened with the
hopes of a nation ahead of their hosting of the Asian
Games. Zohri’s sudden rise to the status of household
name in the southeast Asian nation of some 260 mil-
lion people is clearly still something of a shock to the
quietly spoken teenager. “It was beyond my imagina-
tion to be invited to meet the government, the minis-
ters and the President,” he told Reuters during a
break in his training at Jakarta’s Gelora Bung Karno
Stadium. “I feel very proud and thankful.”

Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo has praised
Zohri as a “collective inspiration to the nation’s ath-
letes to achieve gold” at the Asian Games and has
ordered ministers to renovate his humble woven
bamboo home. The teenager, though, is not confident
about his chances of winning another gold at the
Asian Games, which will take place in Jakarta and
Palembang from August 18 to September 2. “I think
(the Asian Games) will be tough because the compe-
tition is tight and I’m going against seniors who are
more experienced and can finish the run under 10
seconds,” said Zohri, adding that his focus would be
on preparing for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Zohri lowered his personal best from 10.25 sec-
onds in winning his world title in Tampere, leaving
him only one hundredth of a second off Suryo Agung
Wibowo’s Indonesia mark of 10.17. To win gold in
the 100 meters on the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium
track next month, however, he is likely to have to
beat Nigerian-born Qatari Femi Ogunade and
Chinese sprinters Su Bingtian and Xie Zhenye, all of
whom have run under 10 seconds. “Lalu is a tough
competitor. Given how fast he is running at 18, with
training he has the capacities to break the 10-second
barrier,” said US coach Harry Harra, who trained
decathlon world record holder Ashton Eaton and is
advising the Indonesia Athletics team.

Indonesia Athletics Association chairman Bob
Hasan agrees, but is not sure the Asian Games is the
right stage for such a fledgling talent. “We are still
deciding with Lalu’s coaches whether it might be
better to have him run in the junior Asian Games,”
Hasan said. “He is still very young. We nearly didn’t
get the visa for him to go to Finland. We had to pro-
vide him with a guarantee because his parents are no
more.” Hasan said Zohri, who lost his parents when
he was a child, had struggled with the food in
Finland, leading to the Indonesian Ambassador driv-
ing two hours a day to bring over rice and home
cooked meals for him.—Reuters

World junior champ 
Zohri becomes face 
of Indonesia Games ROME: Italy’s Matteo Berrettini overcame second seed

Roberto Bautista Agut 7-6(9) 6-4 to win his first title at
the Swiss Open in Gstaad yesterday. World number 17
Bautista Agut, who was playing in his first event since
he suffered a hip injury in Halle, gave everything to stay
in contention after fending off five break points but
failed to match his opponent’s powerful groundstrokes.
The 22-year-old Berrettini snatched the opening set
tiebreak 11-9, before converting a break point in the
10th game of the second to wrap up the victory. 

“From the beginning until the end it was really
tough to break him,” Berrettini said. “I served really
good most of the days and it was an unbelievable
tiebreak. “If I lost the tiebreak, I think the match
would have been really tough. I was lucky I did a real-
ly good job.” Playing in his first tour level final,
Berrettini produced a fearless display, firing 17 aces
and losing 12 points on serve in total. He finished the
tournament without dropping a set, ousting 2016
champion Feliciano Lopez and fourth seed Andrey
Rublev on his way to lifting the title.  —Reuters

Berrettini stuns 
Bautista Agut for 
career-first title 

JYVASKYLA: Estonia’s Ott Tanak steered his Toyota to an
impressive victory on the dirt-track forest roads at the
Rally of Finland yesterday, clinching his second win of the
season after leading all weekend. Norway’s Mads Ostberg
in a Citroen and home hope Jari-Matti Latvala of Toyota
were second and third in this eighth of 13 dates on the
WRC calendar. The race was all but secured on Saturday
with Tanak taking five of the eight specials. Tanak won a
similar style of rally in Argentina in April and climbs to
third in the world rankings albeit 46 points adrift of
Belgian Thierry Neuville, who slumped to a ninth-place
finish here.

“We tried what we could,” said Hyundai’s Neuville. “But
we knew coming here it would be rough.” The winner, who
celebrated wildly on the roof of his Toyota, had held a
comfortable lead overnight of 39 and 44sec over his two
closest rivals with yesterday’s racing including just four
specials raced over a total of 45.72km. Taking his foot off
the gas after watching Esapekka Lappi roll his Toyota yes-
terday morning, Tanak eventually won by 32.7sec. “It was
a perfect weekend for us, first day was tough but after that
we just increased our gap,” said Tanak, who thanked his
Toyota team for their performance.

“There is full support behind us, I think that’s how it
needs to be done - when we all work together,” he said.
“In terms of the championship let’s see where we end up.”
Tanak’s next chance will come at the Rally of Germany in
three weeks time. Five-time world champion Sebastien
Ogier ended the rally fifth at 2min 15sec but felt the per-
formance was a step towards the world title as he current-
ly sits second in the standings. “The whole weekend I gave
everything. The most important is that we at least step in
the right direction in the championship,” said the
Frenchman.— AFP 

IRVINE: Kathleen Baker sliced more than half a second off
her personal best to win the women’s 100m backstroke at
the US swimming championships in a world record of
58.00sec on Saturday. Baker had been gunning for the
Kylie Masse’s world record of 58.10 ever since she finished
runner-up to the Canadian at the World Championships in
Budapest last year.

That was another silver medal performance for Rio
Olympics runner-up Baker, and just more motivation for a
swimmer who now has her sights set on breaking through
the 58-second barrier. “I put a goal on my phone so it
reminds me every day and right now it’s a 58.10,” Baker
said. “I just broke that, so now I’m going to put 57.99
down.” Baker, who shared 200m backstroke gold with 16-
year-old Regan Smith this week, led a podium that fea-
tured three women under 59 seconds with 50m back win-
ner Olivia Smoliga second in 58.75 and Smith third in
58.83. Hers was the first world record of the five-day
championships, which serve as a qualifier for both the Pan
Pacific Championships next month in Tokyo and the World
Championships in South Korea next year. Baker said she
fed off the energy of Katie Ledecky — who stirred up the
crowd as she briefly pushed world record pace on the way
to a 400m freestyle victory in 3:59.09. But it took her a
moment to realize what she’d accomplished. “I was looking
to see if I won first, and then I realized I went 58.0 and I
was shook,” she said. “I was like ‘Oh my gosh I just broke a
world record!’”

While there was no world record for Ledecky, her dis-
tance dominance was on full display as she shredded
400m field. On pace to break her own world record of
3:56.46 through the first 250 meters, Ledecky professed
herself satisfied with a time under four minutes, with
expectations she’ll improve at the Pan Pacs coming up in
less than two weeks. “It’s always good to go under four
(minutes),” said Ledecky, who touched 3.12sec ahead of
runner-up Leah Smith. Haley Anderson was third, 8.12sec
behind.—AFP 

Baker dazzles in 
100m backstroke

Toyota’s Tanak back 
in world title hunt 
after Finland win

JYVASKYLA: Estonian driver Ott Tanak and co-driver Martin Jarveoja get airborne with their Toyota Yaris WRC
car during the Ruuhimaki 1 Special Stage of the WRC Rally Finland yesterday. — AFP  


