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News in brief

Venezuelan envoy dies

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable yesterday to Venezuelan
president Nicolas Maduro, extending his deepest
sympathies to the Bolivarian Republic over the death
of its ambassador to Kuwait Dr Hadel Jose Paolini.
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar
messages to Maduro. —  KUNA 

KD 50m donated in Ramadan 

KUWAIT: The ministry of social affairs and labor
said yesterday KD 50.8 million ($168.2 million) was
donated during the holy month of Ramadan, an
increase of 27 percent from last year. Assistant
Undersecretary for Planning and Administrative
Development Hassan Kadhem said in a statement
31 charitable authorities and societies took part in
the Ramadan donation campaign. He said the min-
istry was monitoring the collection of donations
and registered 14 fines during the campaign, which
was held in mosques and shopping malls in all six
governorates. — KUNA 

Riyadh reassures it will not
abandon Jerusalem, refugees

Freed Palestinian teen vows to continue resistance • Bibi defends Jewish nation law 

Egypt railway head sacked 

CAIRO: The head of Egypt’s railway authority has
been removed from office following a series of train
accidents, the transport ministry said yesterday.
The statement announcing Sayed Salem’s sacking
came just hours after a train came off the rails on
the Cairo-Aswan line, injuring a number of passen-
gers and delaying trips. Transport Minister Hisham
Arafat appointed Ashran Mohammed Raslan as the
new head of Egypt’s National Railway Authority,
the ministry said in a statement posted on
Facebook. Salem was appointed to the position
shortly after an Aug 2017 deadly collision forced
his predecessor to resign. — AFP 

Houthi missile sites destroyed

RIYADH: A military coalition led by Saudi Arabia
said yesterday it had destroyed sites used by
Houthi rebels in neighboring Yemen to launch mis-
siles at the kingdom. The coalition announced in a
statement the “destruction over the past 24 hours
of ballistic missile (launch) sites run by the Houthi
militias in Saada”, a northern Yemeni province bor-
dering Saudi Arabia and controlled by the Houthis.
Saudi Arabia’s government-run Al Ekhbariya TV
aired a 49 second clip showing black and white
aerial footage of what it said was a coalition strike
on Saada. — AFP

RIYADH/JERUSALEM: Saudi Arabia has reassured
Arab allies it will not endorse any Middle East peace plan
that fails to address Jerusalem’s status or refugees’ right
of return, easing their concerns that the kingdom might
back a nascent US deal which aligns with Israel on key
issues. King Salman’s private guarantees to Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas and his public defense of
long-standing Arab positions in recent months have
helped reverse perceptions that Saudi Arabia’s stance
was changing, diplomats and analysts said.

This in turn has called into question whether Saudi
Arabia, birthplace of Islam and site of its holiest shrines,
can rally Arab support for a new push to end the
Israeli-Palestinian dispute, with an eye to closing ranks
against mutual enemy Iran. “In Saudi Arabia, the king is
the one who decides on this issue,” said a senior Arab
diplomat in Riyadh. “The US mistake was they thought
one country could pressure the rest to give in, but it’s
not about pressure. No Arab leader can concede on
Jerusalem or Palestine.”

Palestinian ambassador to Riyadh Basem Al-Agha
told Reuters that King Salman had expressed support
for Palestinians in a recent meeting with Abbas, saying:
“We will not abandon you ... We accept what you
accept and we reject what you reject.” He said that
King Salman naming the 2018 Arab League conference
“The Jerusalem Summit” and announcing $200 million
in aid for Palestinians were messages that Jerusalem
and refugees were back on the table. The Saudi author-

ities did not respond to a request for comment on the
current status of diplomatic efforts.

Diplomats in the region say Washington’s current
thinking, conveyed during a tour last month by top
White House officials, does not include Arab East
Jerusalem as the capital of a Palestinian state, a right of
return for refugees or a freeze of Israeli settlements in
lands claimed by the Palestinians. Senior adviser Jared
Kushner, President Donald Trump’s son-in-law, has not
provided concrete details of the US strategy more than
18 months after he was tasked with forging peace. 

Kushner and fellow negotiator Jason Greenblatt have
not presented a comprehensive proposal but rather
disjointed elements, which one diplomat said “crossed
too many red lines”. Instead, they heavily focused on
the idea of setting up an economic zone in Egypt’s Sinai
Peninsula with the adjacent Gaza Strip possibly coming
under the control of Cairo, which Arab diplomats
described as unacceptable.

In Qatar, Kushner asked Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani to pressure the Islamist group Hamas
to cede control of Gaza in return for development aid,
the diplomats said. “The problem is there is no cohesive
plan presented to all countries,” said the senior Arab
diplomat in Riyadh. “Nobody sees what everyone else
is being offered.” Kushner, a 37-year-old real estate
developer with little experience of international diplo-
macy or political negotiation, visited Jordan, Saudi
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MAGUINDANAO, Philippines: Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) members secure Camp
Darapanan in Sultan Kudarat on the southern island of Mindanao yesterday. — AFP 

SJUSJOEN, Norway: A dead polar bear is seen at a beach north of Spitzbergen
yesterday. — AFP

SULTAN KUDARAT, Philippines:
Members or supporters of the
Philippines’ largest Muslim rebel group
gathered in their tens of thousands yes-
terday to discuss a landmark law granti-
ng them autonomy, with one expressing
hope it would make their “dream of
peace” a reality. President Rodrigo
Duterte last week signed the law, a key
step to ending a Muslim rebellion in the
south of the mainly Catholic Philippines
that had claimed about 150,000 lives
since the 1970s.

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
members, supporters and local residents
from various parts of the southern island
of Mindanao, including women in head-
scarves and fighters carrying arms,
trooped to the main MILF camp there
for a consultation. Their leaders are
seeking support for the law ahead of a
referendum on the measure, which cre-
ates an expanded autonomous region
and is aimed at ending one of Asia’s
longest and deadliest conflicts. 

“Our real journey towards self-deter-
mination is just starting,” Mohagher
Iqbal, the rebel group’s chief negotiator,
told Reuters by telephone, saying there
are still challenges ahead that could stop
the implementation of the law. Speaking
earlier to thousands of supporters,
including women and children, he asked 
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OSLO: A polar bear was shot dead after
attacking a German cruise ship worker
on Norway’s Svalbard archipelago in the
Arctic Ocean, the authorities said yes-
terday. The unnamed man in his 40’s suf-
fered head injuries shortly after landing
on Spitzbergen island. He was accompa-
nying a tourist expedition from the MS
Bremen of Hapag-Lloyd Cruises on
Saturday. “The bear was killed by anoth-
er employee on the boat,” police com-
missioner Ole Jakob Malmo told AFP.

Hapag-Lloyd Cruises said it was “self-
defense”. “We greatly regret this inci-
dent,” said company spokesman Moritz
Krause.

The injured employee was flown by
helicopter to the local capital
Longyearbyen and then on to Tromso on
the mainland in the evening, Malmo said.
Tromso hospital told AFP the man’s life
was not in danger and he was in a stable
condition. Hapag-Lloyd Cruises said it
had permission from “local authorities”
to dock. “Landings are only possible in a
few places (in the archipelago),” said
Krause, in remarks confirmed by Malmo.
Usually “as soon as an animal approach-
es, the landing stops immediately,”
Krause added. The company said excur-
sions of this nature required staff to 
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WASHINGTON: The publisher of the New York
Times has warned Donald Trump in a White House
meeting that the president’s escalating attacks on the
news media are “inflammatory” and “dangerous and
harmful to our country”. Trump’s meeting with A G
Sulzberger, who took the reins of the prestigious
newspaper on Jan 1, took place July 20, following a
request from the White House for what appeared to
be a routine get-to-know-you session.

The session, which also included Times editorial
page editor James Bennet, had remained secret under

mutual agreement until Trump tweeted about it early
yesterday. “Had a very good and interesting meeting at
the White House with A G Sulzberger, Publisher of the
New York Times,” Trump said on Twitter. “Spent much
time talking about the vast amounts of Fake News
being put out by the media & how that Fake News has
morphed into phrase, ‘Enemy of the People.’ Sad!”

Sulzberger, in a statement released by the Times,
said the president’s tweet effectively “put the meeting
on the record”, and he described what appeared to be
an unusually tough and blunt session with the presi-
dent. “I told the president directly that I thought that
his language was not just divisive but increasingly
dangerous,” Sulzberger said. “I told him that although
the phrase ‘fake news’ is untrue and harmful, I am far
more concerned about his labeling journalists ‘the
enemy of the people.’ I warned that this inflammatory
language is contributing to a rise in threats against
journalists and will lead to violence.”

With some foreign leaders using Trump’s language
“to justify sweeping crackdowns on journalists, I
warned that it was putting lives at risk”. Sulzberger
concluded: “I implored him to reconsider his broader
attacks on journalism, which I believe are dangerous
and harmful to our country.”

But the exchange comes at a time of high tension
between Trump and the US news media, with Trump
regularly denouncing critical news reports as “fake
news”. The 37-year-old Sulzberger is the latest in a
long line of Sulzbergers to lead the Times. When he
took over leadership of the “Gray Lady” after several
years as a reporter or editor, Trump tweeted that the
young man’s rise gave the paper a “last chance” to
prove itself impartial and to report the news “without
fear or FAVOR”. But since then, as the Times and oth-
er news sources have chronicled Trump’s personal
and political problems and logged his frequent 
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