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News in brief

India gay legislation

NEW DELHI: The Indian government yesterday
signaled it would not oppose a move to decriminal-
ize homosexuality, as the country’s top court
chewed over appeals to overturn a colonial-era ban.
Section 377 of the penal code, a relic from 1860s
British legislation, bans gay acts as “carnal inter-
course against the order of nature” and allows for
jail terms of up to life. The Supreme Court began
hearing petitions against the ban on Tuesday, in the
latest twist in a legal tussle between social and reli-
gious conservatives and more liberal Indians.
Setting out New Delhi’s position yesterday, senior
government lawyer Tushar Mehta said Delhi would
leave whether to decriminalize homosexuality “to
the wisdom” of the court. The court on its part also
appeared to be in favor of overhauling the archaic
law, according to the NDTV news network. —AFP 

Bus, tanker collide; 11 die 

TEHRAN: At least 11 people died yesterday when a
fuel tanker collided with a bus in western Iran, state
media reported. The vehicles crashed shortly after
midnight in Sanandaj, the capital of Iran’s Kurdistan
province, around 400 kilometers (250 miles) west
of Tehran, according to state television. The IRNA
news agency said four bus passengers and three
passers-by were also injured in an “enormous
explosion” following the collision. Local authorities
have declared three days of mourning in the
province, it said. While its roads are in generally
good shape, Iran has a poor record on traffic safety,
with accidents caused by reckless drivers killing
thousands of people each year. —AFP  

Ashes of Japan cult guru 

TOKYO: The cremated remains of the executed
guru of the Japanese doomsday cult behind a dead-
ly 1995 sarin gas attack will be scattered at sea to
avoid creating a pilgrimage site for his followers,
media reported yesterday. The lawyer representing
the youngest daughter of Shoko Asahara, the
charismatic leader of the Aum Shinrikyo sect,
announced the plan a day after she agreed to col-
lect his ashes. The plan comes amid reports of a
battle between other members of Ashara’s family,
including his wife, for his remains. His wife and sev-
eral other children remain in an Aum successor cult.
Asahara’s youngest daughter, whose name has not
been made public, is the only one of his children to
break with it. “(Asahara’s) ashes bear grave impor-
tance to his followers,” said lawyer Taro Takimoto,
according to Kyodo News. —AFP 

Malaysian financier flees 

HONG KONG: A financier at the centre of a mas-
sive financial scandal that helped topple Malaysia’s
corruption-plagued former regime is likely to have
fled to China, the South China Morning Post report-
ed yesterday. Jho Low, accused of being a key fig-
ure in the scandal surrounding sovereign wealth
fund 1MDB, was believed to have travelled through
semi-autonomous Hong Kong and Macau before
crossing into the mainland. A flamboyant playboy
known for partying with Hollywood A-listers, he is a
close associate of toppled prime minister Najib
Razak and allegedly conspired with him to loot the
investment vehicle. The Post cited a security source
in Macau as saying it was “almost without doubt
safe to say Low is now on the mainland. In fact, that
is probably one of the reasons he came to Macau in
the first place”. —AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish police yesterday detained on fraud
charges a televangelist notorious for propagating con-
servative views while surrounded by scantily-clad
women he refers to as his “kittens”. Adnan Oktar, a
bizarre and controversial figure who also denies evolu-
tion, was detained alongside dozens of mainly female
alleged supporters on accusations of fraud, bribery and
sexual assault. Oktar, who critics see as the leader of a
cult, gained notoriety for his programs on the online A9
television channel and had regularly been denounced by
Turkey’s religious leaders. 

He presented programs sur-
rounded by scantily-clad and
heavily made-up women-who
appeared to have had plastic
surgery-who he dubbed “kit-
tens”.  In a major crackdown on
his group, he was taken into
custody in Istanbul as part of a
probe by the city’s police finan-
cial crimes unit, state-run
Anadolu news agency said. A
total of 235 arrest warrants
were issued and at least 166
people have been detained so far in helicopter-backed
raids in Istanbul, Ankara and also southern Turkey, Anadolu
said. NTV television said 100 of those detained are female.

Oktar was caught as he was trying to run away, the
Istanbul public prosecutor said in a statement, quoted by
the Hurriyet daily. His lawyers were also detained. He is
also accused of “setting up an organization with the aim
of committing crime”, “committing fraud through abuse
of religious belief and sentiment”, Anadolu said. Oktar’s
assets were seized, Anadolu said, adding that authorities

appointed a trustee to his companies, associations and
foundations.  Weapons including guns and rifles were
also found during the raids, the agency said.

‘British deep state’
Before officers took him for a medical check, Oktar

told waiting media that the claims were “lies”, adding:
“This is a game by the British deep state.” He often rails
against the so-called “British deep state” in his program
and in one video, he says it has “sneakily disguised itself”
and is linked to criminal groups. 

Oktar is himself accused of
political and military espi-
onage by authorities.  Oktar is
a creationist who rejects the
Darwinian theory of evolution
and has written a 770-page
book “The Atlas of Creation”
under the pen name, Harun
Yahya. Oktar first came to
media attention in the 1990s
when he was the leader of a
sect caught up in multiple sex
scandals. As a result, he had

faced similar criminal charges of setting up a criminal
organization. One of the “kittens” Ceylan Ozgul said in
March that she ran away and slammed the lack of free-
dom but another woman, Tulay Kumasci, said Ozgul left
of her own free will.

The head of Turkey’s Diyanet religious affairs agency
Ali Erbas said earlier this year that Oktar had “likely lost
his mental balance”, prompting a war of words with the
televangelist. In February, workers from the Turkish
Diyanet and Foundation Workers’ Union (Diyanet-Sen)

launched a legal complaint against Oktar over various
allegations including insulting sacred values. In the same
month, Turkey’s audiovisual authority RTUK ordered a

program presented by Oktar to cease broadcasting five
times and handed down a fine because it violated gender
equality and belittled women. —AFP

TV preacher and followers accused of fraud, sexual abuse

Turkish police detain Muslim 
televangelist on fraud charges

ISTANBUL: A Turkish police officer puts his hand on the face of televangelist and leader of a sect, Adnan
Oktar (center) as he escorts him in Istanbul, following his arrest on fraud charges. —AFP

Peace, love and 
no bodyguards 
for Mexico’s 
president-elect
MEXICO CITY: Mexico’s president-elect is vowing rad-
ical change. And nowhere has it been more visible than in
his jaw-dropping decision to forgo bodyguards, and let
fans mob him-leaving security experts aghast. Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador, the anti-establishment leftist
elected in a landslide on July 1, has promised to lead his
anti-corruption, pro-austerity charge by example, for-
swearing the presidential residence, the presidential jet,
half the presidential salary and even the presidential
security detail.  “Even if I end up without the shirt on my
back, there is going to be austerity,” the man known as
“AMLO” said recently.

Even since the election, Lopez Obrador, 64, has con-
tinued riding around Mexico City in his Volkswagen
Jetta, as hordes of journalists, fans and onlookers swarm
around him. Some of those fans managed to breach the
security perimeter at the stately National Palace last
week when Lopez Obrador arrived for a meeting with
outgoing President Enrique Pena Nieto. One woman in
the crowd that burst through the army and police cordon
thrust herself straight into Lopez Obrador’s arms. He
gave her a kiss on the cheek. “Let this be clear: I don’t
want bodyguards. That means the citizens are going to
take care of me,” said Lopez Obrador, who takes office
on December 1.  “I just hope they don’t crush me,” he
added with a grin.

No ‘paraphernalia of power’
That approach has come in for criticism. “It’s a total

error. It’s whimsical, not strategic,” said Alejandro Hope,

a security consultant and former Mexican intelligence
agent. The issue is bigger than just Lopez Obrador, he
said: his wellbeing and that of his family, the secrecy of
his communications and the protection of visiting digni-
taries are now matters of national security. “The cure is
going to be worse than the disease,” Hope said.

Lopez Obrador’s own team is also concerned. “The
administration of the president of the republic must
obviously have a security system to protect it, because
governability and the stability of the state are at stake,”
his pick for interior minister, Olga Sanchez, said in a
recent television interview. Lopez Obrador’s bold
approach to his security is an issue for other countries,
too.  On Friday, the president-elect is due to meet with

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Homeland
Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen, Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin and top presidential adviser
Jared Kushner in his offices-located in an aging house
with minimal security.

He acknowledged it was an unusual venue to welcome
high-level dignitaries.  “My office is right here behind us.
It’s not very big because the next government doesn’t
want ostentatious offices. We’re going to put an end to
the paraphernalia of power,” he said Tuesday. He made
the comment at a press conference in the house’s front
courtyard, where AFP reporters saw just two private
security guards on duty as a horde of journalists crowd-
ed inside with no security check.—AFP

MEXICO CITY: Mexico’s President-elect Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO) shakes hands with a sup-
porter as leaves the party’s headquarters in Mexico City. —AFP

Thai cave drama: 
Five rescues that 
defied the odds
MAE SAI: The dramatic mission to save 12
boys and their football coach from a flooded
cave in Thailand captivated global attention
and sparked an outpouring of joy when the
young team emerged safe and sound. The
Wild Boars squad, aged 11 to 16, had entered
the Tham Luang cave on June 23 with their
25-year-old coach, but a sudden downpour
flooded the complex and trapped them inside.
Nine days later British divers found the group,
dishevelled and hungry, on a ledge four kilo-
meters (2.5 miles) from the entrance and sur-
rounded by murky water.

A worldwide audience followed every twist
and turn of the week-long operation by cave
divers, survival specialists and medics as they
raced against rising waters to get the boys
out. The death of a retired Thai Navy SEAL
underlined the difficulty of the operation.  But
sorrow turned to joy as the team were brought
out in groups of four or five, and by Tuesday
night they were recovering in hospital. Here
are some other amazing rescues that also end-
ed happily despite enormous obstacles.

French cave, 1999
On November 22, 1999, rescuers reached

seven men who had been trapped in a cave
system in southwest France for 10 days. The
men, all experienced cavers, became trapped
in the caves at Vitarelles when heavy storms
caused flooding, cutting them off from the
exits.  The unprecedented rescue mission riv-
eted France, with experts drilling multiple

shafts into the rock in a bid to find the men.
They eventually reached them after squeezing
into one of the shafts and following an under-
ground river. The men had carefully rationed
their food and still had enough water and
lighting gas for two days when they were res-
cued. All were in good health.

Russian submarine, 2005
The seven-man crew of a Russian Priz

mini-submarine were running out of air after
three days trapped under water when they
were finally rescued.  Their submarine became
entangled in marine debris on August 4, 2005,
and the Russian crew was powerless to move
from the position around 190 metres (625 feet)
below the ocean surface. The incident immedi-
ately drew comparisons with Russia’s Kursk
submarine accident five years earlier, which
ended in tragedy with the deaths of all 118
crew. But the Priz crew were rescued after a
British undersea robot cut the vessel free.
Russian President Vladimir Putin awarded
medals to the British team who rescued the
submarine crew and Moscow announced it
would purchase several of the type of under-
water robots used in the rescue.

Chilean miners, 2010
The plight of 33 men trapped in a Chilean

mine 600 metres (2,000 feet) underground
after a rock collapse on August 5, 2010 cap-
tured international headlines. The men had
been virtually given up for dead when a probe
sent down through a narrow borehole struck
lucky, 17 days later. The men had been surviv-
ing on dwindling rations, with just 15 cans of
tuna between them, said survivor Franklin
Lobos. “We ate a teaspoon of it every 24
hours, then every 48 hours and finally we were
eating a teaspoon every 72 hours. It was hor-
rible.” Even after the men were located and

supplies were sent to them, it took weeks
before rescuers were finally able to bring the
miners to the surface.  In all, their ordeal lasted
nearly 70 days.

Miners in Peru, 2012
Nine miners, including a father and son,

spent seven days trapped underground after a
cave-in in southern Peru on April 7,
2012.Rescuers led the men out wrapped in
blankets and wearing dark glasses to protect
their eyes after so many days without sunlight.
The rescue operation at the illegal mine was
hampered by fears of additional collapses as
rescuers dug through rock and soil. Huddled in
an opening 250 meters (800 feet) under-
ground, the men joked and exercised to pass
the time and stay positive. “This moment, it’s
like being reborn,” said one of the rescued
men after a tearful reunion with his family.

German cave, 2014
More than 700 emergency personnel

worked to rescue Johann Westhauser after
he sustained a serious head injury deep
inside a German cave system on June 8,
2014. The 52-year-old was with two other
people when a rockfall caused the head
injury. One made the hours-long walk back
to the surface to raise the alarm, while the
other stayed with Westhauser. His injury
made it impossible for him to move, and
rescue workers and medical professionals
from five countries worked to medically
evacuate him from a spot 1,000 meters
(3,300 feet) below ground. His rescuers
battled dangerous conditions and near-
freezing temperatures as they methodically
negotiated a treacherous network of tun-
nels and chambers, underground lakes and
ice-cold waterfalls. —AFP
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MAE SAI: This handout video grab shows a rescue diver during the rescue operation for mem-
bers of the ‘Wild Boars’ Thai youth football team inside the Tham Luang cave in Khun Nam Nang
Non Forest Park. —AFP


