
CHIANG RAI, Thailand: The 12
boys rescued from a Thai cave were
sedated and passed on stretchers
along the twisting, narrow passage-
ways of the Tham Luang complex, a
rescuer said yesterday as the first
footage emerged of an astonishing
mission that has captivated the
world. The video of the rescue,
which ended on Tuesday when the
final four boys and their 25-year-
old coach emerged from the cave,
was released by authorities who
had until late yesterday closely
guarded the details of the seeming-
ly unprecedented operation.

Other video footage shows sev-

eral of the boys in hospital, in quar-
antine and wearing face masks but
seemingly in good health as they
nod, wave and flash peace signs to
the camera. The nerve-shredding
three-day operation ended on
Tuesday when the final members of
the “Wild Boars” were freed from

the cave which had held them cap-
tive since June 23. The rescue
sparked jubilation with Thais heap-
ing praise on the rescue team of
foreign and local divers as the tri-
umphant tagline “Hooyah” pinballed
across social media.
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News in brief

Guard shot in armed heist

KUWAIT: An Egyptian security officer was shot in
the thigh yesterday after three unidentified armed
robbers tried to intercept a secured money trans-
port vehicle and rob the money in it in Shuwaikh
industrial area. The guard’s two companions were
uninjured. Security sources said the three robbers
in an SUV intercepted the vehicle with a firearm, an
axe, a cleaver and a hammer with the intention to
break open the safe and steal the money. They
added that the armored vehicle driver accelerated,
colliding into the suspects’ vehicle, which made
them fire several shots, one of which hit the guard,
before the suspects fled the scene. A case was filed
and further investigations are in progress to identify
and arrest the suspects. — Hanan Al-Saadoun

IOC, PAS officials meet 

KUWAIT: A delegation of the International
Olympic Committee (IOC), a number of Kuwaiti
sports officials from the Public Authority for Sport
(PAS) started a meeting to discuss lifting the sus-
pension on Kuwaiti sports.  The meeting was
attended by Director General of PAS Hmoud Al-
Fulaiteh, Board Member Mohamed Al-Faily and
Commission Advisor Saqr Al-Mulla. The delegation
of the IOC, headed by Deputy Director-General
and International Relations Officer of the
Commission Peru Miro, accompanied by Chairman
of the Committee on Governance, Jerome Boavi,
head of Association of Summer Olympic
International Federations (ASOIF) James Carr,
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) honorary life vice-
president Wei Jizhong and Director of OCA Haider
Farman. PAS received a letter from the IOC last
month showing its desire to come to Kuwait to
complete the discussion of final solutions to lift the
suspension on Kuwaiti sports. — KUNA 

Trump stuns NATO allies with 
call to double defense spending

US president slams ‘captive’ Germany, Merkel hits back

BRUSSELS: NATO heads of state watch a helicopter fly over after a family photo at the NATO summit at the NATO headquarters yesterday. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: US President Donald Trump
shocked allies at a fraught NATO summit
yesterday by suddenly demanding that
members double their defense spending
commitments. Trump’s surprise demand
came after he clashed with Chancellor
Angela Merkel, calling Germany a “cap-
tive” of Russia because of its gas links and
singling out Berlin for failing to pay its
way. The summit in Brussels is shaping up
as the alliance’s most difficult in years,
against a backdrop of deepening transat-
lantic tensions in fields ranging from trade
to energy and defense.

NATO allies agreed at their Wales
summit in 2014 to try to spend two per-
cent of GDP on defense within 10 years,
but the White House said Trump suggest-
ed that was not enough. “During the pres-
ident’s remarks today at the NATO sum-
mit he suggested that countries not only
meet their commitment of two percent of
their GDP on defense spending, but that
they increase it to four percent,” White
House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders said.
“The president raised this same issue
when he was at NATO last year. President
Trump wants to see our allies share more
of the burden and at a very minimum meet
their already stated obligations.”

Bulgarian President Rumen Radev con-
firmed that Trump had made the demand

and asked what it meant for the future of
the alliance that has been the bedrock of
European security for 70 years. “NATO is
not a stock exchange where you can buy
security. NATO is an alliance of sovereign
countries united by strategic targets and
common values,” he told reporters. 

All 29 NATO leaders including Trump
backed a joint statement committing
themselves to greater “burden sharing”
and to the alliance’s founding commitment
that an attack on one member is an attack
on them all - with no mention of the four
percent. Trump arrived on the back of a
barrage of criticism of Europe on issues
ranging from trade to energy and above
all his claims that the continent freeloads
on the back of America for its defense.

He then set the tone for the day with a
blistering attack on key ally Germany at a
breakfast meeting with NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg. “Germany is a captive of
Russia because it is getting so much of its
energy from Russia,” Trump said, taking
particular aim at the proposed Nord
Stream II gas pipeline, which he has pre-
viously criticized. “Everybody’s talking
about it all over the world, they’re saying
we’re paying you billions of dollars to
protect you but you’re paying billions of
dollars to Russia.”
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OPEC warns of trade war ‘risks’ 

PARIS: The OPEC cartel yesterday warned that
global trade tensions could have a negative impact
on the oil market by pushing down demand for crude.
In its monthly report, the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries said buoyant world
trade in 2017 and 2018 had helped impulse economic
growth, and therefore demand for crude. But this
may change further down the line, OPEC said, as the
United States and China fired the latest shots in their
escalating trade war. According to OPEC, “this may
then start to negatively impact investment, capital
flows and consumer spending, with a subsequent
negative effect on the global oil market.” — AFP

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Majed Al-Mutairi said yes-
terday that he and a number of lawmakers are coordi-
nating to form a parliamentary delegation to meet the
“political leadership” and try to secure an amnesty for
MPs and activists who have been sentenced to jail over
storming the National Assembly. The term “political
leadership” normally refers to HH the Amir, but the law-
maker did not explicitly say this. Under the Kuwaiti
constitution, only the Amir has the constitutional pow-
ers to commute sentences or pardon convicts.

The country’s highest court on Sunday sentenced
two serving and six former MPs, in addition to five
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MPs plan to meet 
political leadership;
Adasani rues corrupt 
MPs remain free

ANKARA/LONDON: The commander of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards said last week that Tehran would
block all exports through the Strait of Hormuz in the Gulf if
countries heed US calls to stop buying Iranian oil from
November. A fifth of global oil consumption passes through
the Strait from Middle East crude producers to major mar-
kets. Outlined below are previous confrontations in the Gulf
involving Iran, the military capabilities of the various parties
and the diplomatic context of the latest threats:

Iran cannot legally close the waterway unilaterally
because part of it is in Oman’s territorial waters. However,
ships pass through Iranian waters, which are under the
responsibility of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Navy.
In 2016, the Guards interrogated and held US sailors
overnight after they entered Iranian territorial waters else-
where in the Gulf. A year earlier, Iran fired shots at a
Singapore-flagged tanker which it said damaged an Iranian
oil platform and held a container ship and its crew for a
week over a debt dispute after diverting it with patrol boats
in the Strait. In 2007, Iran detained British sailors further
north in the Gulf.

Iran also performs annual war games and tests medium
range cruise and ballistic missiles. The deputy head of IRGC,
Hossein Salami said in 2014 that Iran could use its cruise and
ballistic missiles and drones, mines, speedboats, and missile
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How could 
Iran disrupt 
Gulf oil flows?

Thai boys wave 
to the world 
in first video

CHIANG RAI: Members of the “Wild Boars” football team are seen at a
hospital yesterday. — AFP 

Croatia set up final clash with France

MOSCOW: Croatia’s forward Mario Mandzukic (center) shoots and scores his team’s second goal during the 2018
World Cup semifinal match between Croatia and England at the Luzhniki Stadium yesterday. — AFP (See Page 28)


