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British rider Froome cleared of 
doping, free to race Tour de France

‘I am very pleased that the UCI has exonerated me’
AIGLE: British rider Chris Froome was cleared of dop-
ing allegations yesterday and authorised to compete in
the Tour de France after organisers lifted a ban on the
four-times winner. Kenyan-born Froome, 33, said he is
now looking forward to attempting to win a fifth Tour
de France which gets underway on Saturday.

“I am very pleased that the UCI has exonerated me”,
Froome said after the Union Cycliste Internationale, the
sport’s ruling body, said a probe into Froome had been
dropped. The UCI announced the decision a day after
Tour de France organisers barred him from taking part
in the 2018 edition of world cycling’s biggest race over
doping suspicions.

Froome’s appeal against the ban was scheduled to
be heard today by the French national Olympic com-
mittee in Paris. But within hours of the UCI announce-
ment, Tour de France director Christian Prudhomme
told AFP that the organisers had dropped their opposi-
tion to him taking part.

“We were awaiting this decision (from the UCI) and
now he has been cleared,” said Prudhomme. “When we
are told he has done nothing wrong we are obviously
not going to maintain (the ban). It’s just a shame the
decision came so late.”

Team Sky leader Dave Brailsford said the way was
now clear for Saturday’s start of the three-week Tour
from the Vendee. “Today’s ruling draws a line. It means
we can all move on and focus on the Tour de France,”
said Brailsford.

Earlier the Swiss-based UCI confirmed it had
cleared Froome of doping suspicions that have circulat-
ed since he was found to have twice the permissible
amount of the legal asthma drug Salbutamol in his sys-

tem during last September’s Vuelta a Espana, which he
won. Froome recorded an adverse analytical finding
(AAF) for Salbutamol, meaning he exceeded the
allowed dose of a permitted substance. The abnormal
result triggered disciplinary proceedings by the UCI
during which “Mr Froome exercised his right to prove
that his abnormal result was the consequence of a per-
mitted use,” the UCI’s statement added.

The World Anti Doping Agency informed the UCI
four days ago that Froome’s sample results did not in
fact constitute an adverse analytical finding. “The UCI
has considered all the relevant evidence in detail,” the
statement said.

“In light of WADA’s unparallelled access to informa-
tion and authorship of the salbutamol regime, the UCI
has decided, based on WADA’s position, to close the
proceedings against Mr Froome.” The UCI has been
criticised for dragging its feet over the Froome case,
but the statement said that it needed to ensure that
Froome had “a fair process, as it would have done with
any other rider, and that the correct decision was
issued.”

Team Sky have been heavily criticised for not sus-
pending Froome while the doping probe was underway.
But Brailsford said they had made the correct decision
based on “total confidence in Chris and his integrity.”

“This is why we decided that it was right for Chris to
continue racing, in line with UCI rules, while the
process was ongoing. We are pleased that it has now
been resolved,” he said. During the probe Froome con-
tinued riding and winning, notably with victory in the
Tour of Italy in May. Froome’s Giro win made him the
first man to hold all three Grand Tours at once since

Frenchman Bernard Hinault in 1983.
Hinault, five-times Tour de France winner, is one of

Froome’s harshest critics. He dubbed Froome a “cheat”,
and last week called on Tour riders to strike in protest if
he starts the race on Saturday.

Froome is out to emulate five-time winners Hinault,
Jacques Anquetil, Eddy Merckx and Miguel Indurain
when he competes for a fifth win in the Tour. A win this
year would also make Froome the second racer after
Merckx to win four straight Tours. —AFP

In this file photo taken on July 06, 2017 Great Britain's Christopher Froome arrives on the podium to cele-
brate his overall leader yellow jersey at the end of the 216 km sixth stage of the 104th edition of the Tour
de France cycling race between Vesoul and Troyes.

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James is to join
the Los Angeles Lakers in a four-year
$154 mill ion deal, his agents said
Sunday, ending months of frenzied
speculation about the NBA superstar’s
next career move.  The blockbuster
contract sends the 33-year-old four-
time NBA Most Valuable Player to one
of the league’s most iconic clubs, adding
to the legacy of such legends as Kobe
Bryant and Magic Johnson.

“LeBron James, four time NBA MVP,
three-time NBA finals MVP, 14-time
NBA All-Star, and two-time Olympic
gold medallist, has agreed to a four-
year $154 million contract with the Los
Angeles Lakers,” James’ management
company Klutch Sports Group said in a
statement.

James is considered a rival of retired
Chicago Bulls star Michael Jordan for
the title of greatest player in NBA histo-
ry. However, he had endured frustration
with the Cleveland Cavaliers, culminat-
ing in last month’s clean sweep defeat to
the Golden State Warriors in the NBA
Finals. 

James and the Cavaliers have been
beaten in three out of four NBA Finals
against the Warriors since 2015. James
had been linked to several franchises,
with the Philadelphia 76ers and Houston
Rockets reportedly in the running.

US media reports said the Lakers
move was sealed following a meeting

late Saturday between James and the
team’s president of basketball opera-
tions, Magic Johnson. James, who has a
home and production company in Los
Angeles, now joins a club with money to
spend and a desire to rebuild into a
championship team.  The Lakers have
failed to reach the playoffs for the past
five seasons.  News of James’ arrival at
the Lakers sparked a delighted
response on Sunday, with basketball
legends and Hollywood celebrities lining
up to welcome the move.

“Welcome to the family @KingJames
#lakers4life #striveforgreatness,” wrote
Lakers legend Kobe Bryant on Twitter.
“I am sure the Lakernation is rejoicing.
The acquisition of LeBron James means
that the Lakers are just a smidgen away
from being real contenders,” Lakers
icon Kareem Abdul-Jabbar added.

Former Hollywood action hero and
California Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger also weighed in. “It’s
so exciting that you’re coming to the
city of stars,” Schwarzenegger said.
“And you’re without going to be the
biggest star of all, on the court and off
the court. I love it.”

James, a two-time Olympic champi-
on, left Cleveland before in 2010 for the
Miami Heat, where he reached the NBA
Finals four times, going 2-2, before
departing for the Cavaliers, vowing to
bring a title to Cleveland, his home
region having grown up in nearby
Akron.

That mission was accomplished when
the Cavaliers won the 2016 crown with
James in the starring role as Cleveland
celebrated a sports champion for the
first time in 52 years.

“Thank you Northeast Ohio for an
incredible 4 seasons. This will always be
home,” James posted on Instagram with
a photo of the Cavaliers’ championship
parade. —AFP
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PARIS: Max Verstappen may have had a
challenging start to his season, but the
Dutchman has been in sparkling form of
late and that continued as Formula One
returned to France for the first time in a
decade. This report highlights an excellent
weekend for Aston Martin Red Bull Racing,
as the team once again proved they have
what it takes to regularly compete at the
front.

Aston Martin Red Bull Racing arrived at
Circuit Paul Ricard with a spring in their
step, having signed an exciting two-year
deal with Honda to use the Japanese manu-
facturer’s engines from next season, along-
side sister team Scuderia Toro Rosso.

Verstappen and Daniel Ricciardo looked
quick in Friday practice, with the duo’s one-
lap speed second only to reigning world
champions Mercedes, which boded well for
qualifying on Saturday. Their long run pace,
making use of Mobil 1 motor oil, developed
for the RB14 to provide increased power,
performance and protection, and a power-
ful blend of Esso Synergy race fuel, was
pretty special, too. Around a tenth of a sec-
ond separated Mercedes, Ferrari and Aston
Martin Red Bull Racing.

Come Saturday, Verstappen delivered a
cracking lap to line-up fourth on the grid,
one place ahead of Ricciardo, and then
made a stunning start in Sunday’s Grand
Prix to run second after the first lap. Aston
Martin Red Bull Racing’s decision to start
on the supersoft tyres, like rivals Mercedes,
while Ferrari were on the ultrasofts, proved
to be right as Verstappen was able to deliv-
er the kind of pace required to clinch sec-
ond place. Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes
eventually won the race. Ricciardo was run-
ning in the podium positions early on, after
an impressive pass on Carlos Sainz, but
faded in the closing stages when he sus-
tained damage to his front wing from
debris and was passed by Ferrari’s Kimi
Raikkonen. However, the Honey Badger
held on to finish fourth, which was enough
to move back ahead of Valtteri Bottas into
third place in the drivers’ standings, with 13
races of the season still to go.

With two cars in the top four for the
second successive race, Aston Martin Red
Bull Racing closed the gap to second-
placed Ferrari in the constructors’ champi-
onship. Before the racing kicked off at Paul

Ricard, David Coulthard took a RB7 for a
spin on the streets of nearby Marseille to
build the fever while Scuderia Toro Rosso’s
Pierre Gasly gave team-mate Brendon
Hartley, alongside Ricciardo and
Verstappen, a lesson in French phrases -
with varying levels of success! Formula One
now heads to Austria, with the next Grand
Prix taking place at the Red Bull Ring.
“Finishing second here in Paul Ricard is
better than we expected coming into the
weekend. As soon as we got to Turn 2 I was
relieved not to have had contact, so from
there it was just about managing my own
race, which was fairly straightforward. I
could see Lewis managing the pace but we
were still not far off without pushing the
car too much. I think we got the strategy
spot on. The soft tyres felt a little bit more
robust and allowed me to find some good
pace to make the final laps more comfort-
able. After two clean races and good result
in a row it’s important to carry this momen-
tum forward. We have had a third and now
a second so with the right track I am look-
ing forward to a victory. I missed a good
chance in Monaco but there are still some
good opportunities coming up, but to score
good points for the team at circuits that are
not ideal for us is a big positive. It was nice
to race here in France, to hear the national

anthem and see so many people in the
grandstands made it feel like a traditional
European grand prix.”

“I’m obviously a bit disappointed and it’s
a shame to lose out on the podium today.
We were definitely quicker than fourth
place and it could have been a good battle
with Max. I don’t know why yet but the
front wing was damaged during the race.
Before the pit stop we had really good pace
on the supersofts, I don’t know how good
compared to Lewis as he was so quick, but
it seemed that we were pulling away from
Kimi and catching Max. Then about two
laps before I stopped I had damage to the
left part of the front wing; I felt some under-
steer immediately and I don’t know whether
it was a failure or I hit some debris but the
mechanics could see it during the stop.
After the stop, the identical part on the right
of the front wing also broke. Because of the
damage we had less downforce, the car was
understeering, and the tyres were suffering.
Kimi was always going to catch us at the
end of the race with that pace, the blue flags
were also pretty bad, but we were a wound-
ed car. It was a shame as we looked quite
strong today. The positive is that we got
some decent points but we were definitely
quicker than fourth and just unlucky this
afternoon.”

“In the end an entertaining grand prix
and we are happy to come away from our
first run at Paul Ricard with a good haul of
points for the team and a podium. Max had
a good strong drive to complete a very
good weekend finishing in second place
and achieving back to back to podiums fol-
lowing on from a third place in Canada.
From the start he managed to avoid the col-
lision between Sebastian and Valtteri at
Turn 1 and then settle into second place
with a good clean race from there. It was a
shame for Daniel whose car was stricken
around the mid-point in the race when the
top two elements of his front flap became
disbanded, possibly through hitting some
debris. A very frustrating race for him as he
also looked good for a podium place. In
summary, the French Grand Prix represents
a solid start to the triple-header and we go
directly to our home race in Austria where
we hope we can be as 

Verstappen stars on Formula One’s return to France


