
L i f e s t y l e Tuesday, July 3, 2018

21Established 1961 

Fa s h i o n

A Parisian affair 
The official haute couture program includes 35 shows,

running through Wednesday, with collections from 11
nations: Belgium, China, France, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Lebanon, Morocco, The Netherlands, Russia and the
United States. Unlike ready-to-wear shows, haute cou-
ture rollouts in January and July are a solely Parisian
affair. The prestigious “haute couture” label is accorded
by the French industry ministry to acknowledge tradi-
tional craftsmanship in hand-sewn, custom-made gar-
ments using strict criteria. 

Only 14 fashion houses currently boast the recogni-
tion, including Chanel, Christian Dior, Giambattista Valli,
Givenchy, Jean-Paul Gaultier, Maison Margiela,
Schiaparelli, Alexis Mabille and Stephane Rolland. The
catwalk displays of some of the world’s most expensive
clothes will be followed on Thursday by high-end jewelry
collections by the likes of Anna Hu, Bulgari, Chanel,
Chopard, De Beers, Dior, Louis Vuitton and Mikimoto.
Off the official program, fashionistas on Sunday were
treated to a show of exclusive creations by Sonia Rykiel,
the fashion house founded by the influential French
designer who died in 2016.

Although the house develops ready-to-wear lines, it
worked up handmade, limited-edition items to mark its
50th anniversary for the show in the elegant courtyard of
the Ecole des Beaux Arts. Artistic director Julie de Libran
paid homage to some of the label’s classics, with trade-
mark mesh, black contrasted with bright colors, and lots of
sequins and embroidery. See-through black tulle skirts
were paired with big coats or wool pullovers, while a wed-
ding dress was worn with jeans. The pioneering Rykiel was
a fixture in the industry for half a century, buoyed by the
Swinging Sixties craze in London and the emerging femi-
nist movement across the globe. — AFP
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