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A model presents a creation by
Schiaparelli during the 2018-2019

Fall/Winter Haute Couture collection 
fashion show in Paris, yesterday. — AFP

Photo shows Penn
Jillette, left, and
Raymond Teller 
perform their “Penn
& Teller” act at the
Vegas Strong
Benefit concert in
Las Vegas. — AP

A statue of the character Sheriff Woody greets visitors at the
entrance Toy Story Land in Disney’s Hollywood Studios at
Walt Disney World in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.  — AP photos

Buzz Lightyear stands near the entrance to the Aliens
Swirling Saucers ride.

Buzz Lightyear interacts with guests at Toy Story Land. The character Jessie pulls on a string of giant lights tangled
around Rex the dinosaur at Toy Story Land.

P
enn & Teller’s magic shows are on hiatus
because Teller’s back injury has flared up. The
duo canceled a performance in Mississippi on
Friday, with Teller tweeting an apology to fans.

He wrote he’s stopping work until Aug 18 and “getting
my back surgery pronto.”

Raymond Teller, who is 70, says he’s “disoriented and
befuddled” because he thinks they’ve had to cancel only
four shows on short notice during their career. They’ve
worked as a pair since 1981. Sixty-three-year-old Penn
Jillette wrote “the boys will be back and bad!”. — AP

Penn & Teller cancel shows 
after Teller hurts back

F
or children of the mid-1990s, Disney’s new Toy
Story Land offers the opportunity to visit the
imaginary world they grew up in. For their par-
ents, it brings back sweet memories of a magical
time of toys and make-believe. And for everyone

else, the new theme park land offers a whimsical experi-
ence from the moment a nearly 20-foot (6-meter) statue
of Sheriff Woody welcomes guests as if they are hon-
orary toys in Andy’s backyard. “We are welcoming every-
one who has ever dreamed of being a part of their own
‘Toy Story,’” said Bob Chapek, Disney’s chairman of
parks, experiences and consumer products, speaking
Friday at an opening ceremony.

The new 11-acre land inspired by the movie “Toy
Story” opens to the public Saturday at Disney’s
Hollywood Studios just outside Orlando. Tim Allen, the
voice of Buzz Lightyear in the films, made a surprise
guest appearance at the Friday event. “Somehow you
never imagined you would be able to play in Andy’s
backyard,” Allen said. “This is just amazing.”

The opening of Toy Story Land is one of the most
anticipated events at U.S. theme parks this year. And it
continues Disney’s tradition of bringing movies to life.
Last year, Pandora-World of Avatar opened at the
Florida theme park. Next year, lands themed on “Star

Wars” open at Disney parks here and in California. But
visitors to Toy Story Land will never actually lay eyes on
Andy, the human boy who owns the toys in the “Toy
Story” films. According to the park’s story line, he’s just
been called inside by his mother, leaving his toys - and
you - scattered in the backyard.

“As in the ‘Toy Story’ films, when the humans go away,
the toys come to life,” said Dave Minichiello, executive
creative director of Toy Story Land. “We’ve tried to
include most of the moments and characters in the ‘Toy
Story’ films in the new land.” But you will find other
favorite characters -Sheriff Woody, Buzz Lightyear,
Jessie, Slinky Dog, Mr Potato Head and the Green Army
Patrol - in the brightly colored land, along with two new
rides: Slinky Dog Dash and Alien Swirling Saucers. They
join the pre-existing Toy Story Mania ride, which has
been one of the most popular attractions at Hollywood
Studios since it debuted in 2008. Toy Story Mania gets a
colorful new entrance in the new Toy Story Land.

Female characters
Once inside, guests “magically make a transition,”

appearing to become equal in size to a toy because of
the scale of the attractions, said Minichiello. In fact, he
added, “you are about the size of the Green Army Men.”

The movie’s Green Army Men are called the Green Army
Patrol here. They have been updated to be more inclusive
and diverse - including female characters. They also
interact with guests throughout the park, saluting and
even performing fun games like “Sarge Says,” inspired by
the classic children’s game “Simon Says.”

In addition to the rides and characters, the Woody’s
Lunchbox eatery offers some modern-day twists on
classic foods. There is the three-cheese grilled cheese
sandwich, a brisket melt, old-fashioned soda floats and
other refreshments which can be ordered from a walk-
up window fashioned out of Andy’s vintage lunchbox
and thermos. The park features primary colors and larg-
er-than-life versions of classic toys like Rubik’s Cube,
colorful Cootie bugs, Scrabble letters, building blocks
and Tinkertoys. There are also benches built from
Lincoln Logs.

“We wanted to make this for all generations,”
Minichiello said. “As you walk through you’ll probably
discover a lot of toys you played with as a child.” There’s
a little bit of something for everyone, said Tom Vazzana,
show director for Toy Story Land entertainment. “Buzz
and Woody and Jessie ... are out on the avenue,” interact-
ing with guests, stopping for photo opportunities and
signing autographs.

Toy Story Land is the result of a collaboration
between the Disney Imagineers and their storytelling
partners at Pixar Animation Studios, said Chapek. “This
new land will place guests inside the wondrous world of
Woody, Buzz and their pals,” Chapek said, “and invite
everyone to experience the joy of being a toy.” — AP

To Infinity: Toy Story Land opening at Disney in Florida

Guests ride the Slinky Dog Dash coaster at Toy Story Land.


