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BEIJING: China is working on a super-powerful rock-
et that would be capable of delivering heavier pay-
loads into low orbit than NASA, a leading Chinese
space expert was quoted as said yesterday. By 2030,
the Long March-9 rocket under development will be
able to carry 140 tons into low-Earth orbit-where TV
and earth observation satellites currently fly-said
Long Lehao, a senior official from the Chinese
Academy of Engineering, according to the official
Xinhua news agency.

This compares to the 20 tons deliverable by
Europe’s Ariane 5 rocket or the 64 tons by Elon
Musk’s Falcon Heavy, which in February catapulted
one of the US entrepreneur’s red Tesla Roadster cars
towards Mars. It would also outstrip the 130 tons of
NASA’s Space Launch System, which is due to
become operational in 2020.

China’s Long March-9 would have a core stage
measuring 10 meters in diameter and boast four pow-
erful boosters, each with a diameter of five meters.
Xinhua quoted Long as saying the rocket could be
used in manned lunar landings, deep space exploration
or constructing a space-based solar power plant.

In addition, China is working on a reusable space
rocket, which is expected to make its maiden flight in
2021. The first stage and the boosters will be retrieved
after a vertical landing, Long said in a speech in
Beijing. China is pouring billions into its military-run
space program, with hopes of having a crewed space
station by 2022, and of sending humans to the Moon in
the near future. The Asian superpower is looking to
finally catch up with the US and Russia after years of
belatedly matching their space milestones. China is
also planning to build a base on the moon, the state-
run Global Times said in early March, citing the
Communist Party chief of the China Academy of Space
Technology.

Airbus sticking to delivery targets 
In related news, Airbus said it is sticking to its tar-

get of 800 aircraft deliveries this year, despite prob-
lems with getting  timely delivery of new  fuel-efficient
engines for its A320neo jets.  “We’re sticking to our
target of delivering 800 jets this year,” a spokesman
for the European plane maker told AFP.

According to a report by Bloomberg yesterday,
setbacks with the supply of engines by Pratt &
Whitney, which are being fitted into nearly half of the
medium-haul A320neo jets, could jeopardise Airbus’s
overall annual delivery target. 

The report sent Airbus shares into a tailspin on the
Paris stock exchange yesterday, where they fell nearly
three percent at the opening.  At around 1100 GMT,
they were showing a loss of around 2.1 percent at
98.09 euros, while the overall market was down by 1.1
percent.  Problems with the engines of both the Pratt
& Whitney and those jointly developed by Safran and
General Electric have led to delays in the delivery of
A320neo jets to clients.

Airbus had said in April that its ability to meet its
delivery targets this year would depend on the
engine makers meeting their deadlines. But engine
delivery has been consistently late for two years.
Nonetheless, in 2017, Airbus delivered a record 718
planes, exceeding the target of 700. The jet maker
had also exceeded its objective in 2016, with 688
planes delivered to clients.

Airbus is now aiming even higher, as it seeks to
increase the production rate of its A320neo in order
to meet demand. “I say from a commercial point of
view, from a demand point of view, we absolutely see
a strong basis to support a rate even going higher,”
CEO Tom Enders said in April. He also said Airbus
expected to deliver 800 aircraft this year, even as he
conceded: “It is not going to be a walk in the park”.
The plane maker currently aims to produce 63
A320neo jets a month from now through to the sec-
ond half of 2019. — AFP 

OTTAWA: A mad rush is needed to preserve or cata-
logue thousands of Arctic archeological sites before
they are washed away by warming hastening the thaw
of permafrost  and coastal  erosion, a study said
Thursday. For millennia, the cold has conserved ivory
artifacts, driftwood houses and human remains in often
near-perfect conditions.

But with faster and more severe climate change in the
poles than the rest of the world, the situation has become
desperate, with far more sites that will soon be lost than
scientists have the time or resources to document. “An
increasing number of ancient sites and structures around
the world are now at risk of being lost,” said the study
published Thursday in the research journal Antiquity.
“Once destroyed, these resources are gone forever, with
irrevocable loss of human heritage and scientific data.”

There are at least 180,000 sites in an area that covers
more than 12 million square kilometers (4.6 million square
miles) in Canada, Russia, Alaska and Greenland.
Researchers pointed to an Inuit village on the Mackenzie
River delta that was the site of first European contact, as
an example of lost heritage. In 1826, a member of explorer
John Franklin’s famed Arctic expedition reported 17 winter
houses and a communal structure there. Today, there is
nothing left.

“It is often assumed that the remoteness and the cli-
mate associated with these sites provide protection
enough... however, climate change means that this may no
longer be the case,” the study concluded, noting that
Arctic temperatures have risen twice as fast as in temper-
ate regions. Paradoxically, their remoteness also make it
hard for scientists to reach these sites.

World’s ‘greatest heritage catastrophe’ 
Thousands of years of heritage are being lost, Matthew

Betts, a curator at the Canadian Museum of History in
Gatineau, Quebec, who researches coastal erosion but was
not involved in the study, told AFP. Last month, he organ-
ized a panel of 30 archeologists and indigenous leaders to
brainstorm an emergency response to the “crisis.”

“It’s the greatest heritage catastrophe in the world
right now,” he said.  “It’s happening all over but Canada
has the world’s largest coastline so we’re at the apex of
the crisis.” Other effects of global warming cited in the
study include storms, the growth of vegetation covering
the landscape, tundra fires, resource development, and
the arrival of tourists navigating increasingly ice-free
Arctic waters and illegally picking over coastal archeo-
logical sites for souvenirs.

Preservation is the best option for saving these treas-
ures, but is very costly. For most archeological sites,
experts are recommending excavation and high resolution
documentation-which includes the collection of artifacts,
mapping out their exact locations and compiling the data
for later study.

“People are saying there’s no time, we must just dig it
out of the ground before it’s washed away,” Betts said.
“That’s the level of crisis that we’re at now.” He noted also
that indigenous rights are being negatively affected by the
losses. In Canada, land claims must be supported by
archeological evidence, he explained. “So as that heritage
washes away, their ability to assert their rights is being
destroyed,” he said.

Jorgen Hollesen, an environmental archeologist with the
National Museum of Denmark, told the daily Globe and
Mail that indigenous youth in southern Greenland were
also losing out on opportunities to engage with their cul-
tural heritage, as a result of the decay. “It will be a great
shame if future generations will not have the opportunity
to learn from the past as we have,” he said. — AFP

Climate change leads to sinking 
of Arctic archeological treasures

‘Once destroyed, these resources are gone forever’

Air pollution plays 
significant role in 
diabetes: Study
PARIS: Air pollution caused one in seven new cases of
diabetes in 2016, according to a US study, which found
even low levels raised the chances of developing the
chronic disease. Diabetes has primarily been associated
with lifestyle factors like diet and a sedentary lifestyle, but
research by the Washington University School of Medicine
in St Louis said pollution also plays a major role.  

The study estimated that pollution contributed to 3.2
million new diabetes cases globally in 2016 — or around
14 percent of all new diabetes cases globally that year.
“Our research shows a significant link between air pollu-
tion and diabetes globally,” said Ziyad Al-Aly, the study’s
senior author. Pollution is thought to reduce the body’s
insulin production, “preventing the body from converting
blood glucose into energy that the body needs to maintain
health,” according to the research. 

Al-Aly said the research, published in the Lancet
Planetary Health, found an increased risk even with levels
of air pollution currently considered safe by the US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the World
Health Organization (WHO). “This is important because
many industry lobbying groups argue that current levels
are too stringent and should be relaxed. Evidence shows
that current levels are still not sufficiently safe and need to
be tightened,” he added.

‘A strong link’ 
Researchers working with scientists at the Veterans

Affairs’ Clinical Epidemiology Center, examined data from
1.7 million US veterans who did not have histories of dia-
betes and were followed for a median of 8.5 years. Patient
information from the veterans was compared to air quality

information to examine the relationship between pollution
and diabetes risk. 

The scientists found the risk of developing diabetes
“exhibited a strong link to air pollution”. They then
devised a model to gauge diabetes risks over different

pollution levels and used data from the annual worldwide
Global Burden of Disease study, to estimate the prevalence
of diabetes caused by bad air. Diabetes affects more than
420 million people globally and is one of the world’s
fastest growing diseases.  — AFP 

This handout photograph obtained June 28, 2018 courtesy of Parcs Canada shows a sonar scan of Arctic explor-
er Sir John Franklin’s lost ship, HMS Erebus, on the ocean floor. — AFP 

Amazon to buy
PillPack in move 
into pharmacy
WASHINGTON: Amazon unveiled plans to get
into the pharmacy business with the acquisition
of the online service PillPack. Terms were not
disclosed on the deal for PillPack, an online
pharmacy which operates in all 50 US states
and offers pre-sorted dose packaging and
home delivery. Amazon has long been rumored
to be interested in the pharmacy business, and
its entry could disrupt a business dominated by
large American chains such as CVS and
Walgreens.

“PillPack’s visionary team has a combination
of deep pharmacy experience and a focus on
technology,” said Jeff Wilke, head of Amazon
Worldwide Consumer.  “PillPack is meaningfully
improving its customers’ lives, and we want to
help them continue making it easy for people to
save time, simplify their lives, and feel healthier.
We’re excited to see what we can do together
on behalf of customers over time.”

CVS shares tumbled 8.6 percent in pre-mar-
ket trade on the news, while Walgreens slumped
8.5 percent. Amazon and PillPack said they
expected to close the deal by the end of the
year, subject to regulatory approval. TJ Parker,
co-founder and CEO of PillPack, said the com-
pany which specializes in handling dose pack-
aging and coordinates refills and renewals will
benefit from a tie-up with Amazon. “Together
with Amazon, we are eager to continue working
with partners across the healthcare industry to
help people throughout the US who can benefit
from a better pharmacy experience,” Parker
said in a statement. — AFP 

China aims to outstrip
NASA with 
super-powerful rocket

KANPUR: In this photograph taken on June 1, 2018, an Indian patient suffering from breathing problems undergoes an
X-ray at the Murari Lal Chest Hospital in Kanpur. The city of three million people has been smarting since a World
Health Organization (WHO) report last month put Kanpur at the head of 14 Indian cities in the world’s top 15 with the
dirtiest air. — AFP 

Pact to curb illicit 
tobacco trade to take 
effect in September
GENEVA: The World Health Organization announced that a
“game-changing” global pact to battle the illegal tobacco
trade would soon kick into action, after Britain became the
40th country to join. The UN health body said that with the
ratification by Britain and Northern Ireland on Wednesday,
“the necessary number of parties to the Protocol to Eliminate
Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products has been reached.”

That means the treaty, which aims to create an interna-
tional tracking system with the goal of halting the smuggling
and counterfeiting of tobacco, will take effect after 90 days,
or on September 25. “It’s a historic day in the fight against
tobacco,” WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a
Tweet, describing the entry into force of the treaty as “a vital
step towards a tobacco-free world.”

When the pact was first announced in November, 2012,
Tedros’s predecessor Margaret Chan described it as “a
game-changing treaty”. “This is how we hem in the enemy,”
she said at the time, addressing a meeting in Seoul of WHO’s
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), calling
the new pact a major step towards “eliminating a very
sophisticated criminal activity”.

About 10 percent of the global cigarette market is esti-
mated to go through illicit trade, according to Vera Luiza da
Costa e Silva, who heads the FCTC secretariat. Due to the
shadiness implicit in the illicit trade, the scope of the problem
is unclear, and WHO could not provide any specific numbers
on how much it might be worth. According to Euromonitor
International however, overall cigarette retail values in 2016
were worth $683.4 billion, so the annual value of illicit ciga-
rette sales alone could conceivably be valued at around a
tenth of that, not to mention other tobacco products.

‘Big public health problem’ 
“Illicit trade in tobacco products is a big public health

problem,” da Costa e Silva told journalists in Geneva, adding
that “it also has an impact on countries’ revenues.” It is esti-
mated that some $30 billion a year are lost in tax revenues
due to this illicit trade. A major aim of the new treaty is to

prevent the illegal trade in the first place, by obligating par-
ties to for instance use non-removable markings and to coor-
dinate globally to detect illegal tobacco trading. Agents, sup-
pliers and tobacco manufacturers will all have to be licensed.
Manufacturers will have to carry out checks on customers to
ensure they are genuine or if they have associations with
criminal organisations.

Under the pact, countries will also be obliged to estab-
lish “tracking and tracing” systems, at the national, regional
and international levels, within five years. The European
Commission’s Tobacco Products Directive has been criti-
cised for allegedly relying on tobacco companies them-
selves to handle the tracing aspect, sparking questions over
whether it might be forced to change track once the new
treaty takes effect.

Asked about what role tobacco companies would be per-
mitted to play under the new pact, da Costa e Silva said the
final format would only be determined during a first meeting
of the members of the treaty, in Geneva from October 8-10.
“There are open questions that we will only be able to handle
with the meeting of the parties,” she said. She insisted that
the new treaty amounted to “a war against illicit trade. The
current parties to the protocol will have the instruments ... to
implement provisions to exterminate, eliminate the illicit
trade of tobacco products.”  — AFP 

TOKYO: This photo taken on June 22, 2017 shows a man
smoking a cigarette at a Yakitori bar. — AFP 


