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The photograph of a drowned Syrian child
lying face down on a Turkish beach has
been ranked the most powerful of recent

times in a survey of aid agencies by the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. The image of
Aylan Kurdi has been credited with giving a
human face to the refugee crisis that engulfed
Europe in 2015, triggering intense public debate
that is still shaping politics on the continent.

Representatives of four charities placed the
image top in a survey asking aid agencies to
rank the five most powerful photos related to a
humanitarian issue, while several others had it in
their top five.

“Researchers have shown that the image was
shared millions of times on social media, and in
its wake, people were more likely to use the
term ‘refugee’ instead of ‘migrant’,” said Oxfam
communications director Matthew Sherrington.
“It was a rare moment of moral outrage and
empathy that demanded an answer,” he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation by email. Matthew
Saltmarsh of the United Nations refugee agency
(UNHCR), which considered the image too dis-
tressing to publish at the time, said it had
brought about a “sea change” in public attitudes
towards migrants coming to Europe.

It also boosted funding for charities as it went
viral on social media and sent shockwaves
around the world, said the spokesman for the
UNHCR, one of 10 groups to respond. The sur-
vey came after an image of a crying Honduran
toddler at the US border swept social media last
month, swelling the tide of outrage that pushed
President Donald Trump to back down on a pol-
icy of separating families. The haunting photo-
graph of Omran Daqneesh, a bloodied child cov-
ered in dust sitting stunned in an ambulance in
Aleppo, was also ranked highly by aid agencies. 

“The conflict in Syria has raged for a long
time, there was a sense that the UK public had
become immune to stories of what was happen-
ing on the ground,” said Hannah Richards of
CARE International UK. “The photograph gave
the conflict a human face, it cut through all the
words written about the suffering and made it
feel real to people.” Jemilah Mahmood, under
secretary general for partnerships at the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC), said both images had
helped bring about a more humane discussion of
migration. But her top pick was an image of vol-
unteers in Liberia during the Ebola crisis wear-
ing blue smocks and yellow gloves, their hands
locked in prayer.

Impact on donations
Some charities said specific images had a

measurable impact on financial support. A black
and white close-up of a Rohingya boy who had
climbed onto an aid truck in Bangladesh was the
top choice of Bangladeshi development agency
BRAC, which said it had galvanized opinion
overnight. “Almost immediately, we saw a surge
in public interest, financial support, grassroots
advocacy initiatives, and peer-to-peer cam-
paigns,” said Sharad Aggarwal, vice president of
BRAC USA. 

The Catholic Relief Service (CRS) highlighted
an image of Yazidi girls posing in sparkly dress-
es in the Iraqi city of Erbil after fleeing Islamic
State fighters that went viral when it became the
first photo to be tweeted by Pope Francis.
“Following his tweet over the next six months,
CRS received donations from over 7,000 pri-
vate donors totaling $3.3 million,” said commu-
nications director Kim Pozniak. 

Older images also drew attention, with
Islamic Relief USA highlighting photographer
Steve McCurry’s portrait of Sharbat Gula, the
green-eyed “Afghan Girl” who featured on the
front cover of National Geographic in 1985. “It’s
a deservedly iconic picture because even
though it shows suffering, it shows a classic
beauty that the suffering can’t entirely eviscer-
ate,” said spokesman Syed Hassan.

Despite the power of a heartbreaking photo-
graph, positive images can also effect change,
said the Danish Refugee Council. The picture of
the Olympic Refugee Team in 2016 showed
smiling faces of athletes brought together for
the games in Rio de Janeiro, waving white flags.
“It was a strong way to remind us all that
refugees are people with resources, talents, and
ambitions,” said Secretary General Christian
Friis Bach. “That they should not primarily be
treated as victims, but as fellow human beings
who have been deprived of their right to a safe
and dignified life.”— Reuters

Aid groups 
pick photos 
with impact

Violence, crime, Trump: New Mexican president’s inbox
Anti-establishment leftist Andres Manuel Lopez

Obrador won a resounding victory in Mexico’s
presidential election Sunday-but he won’t have

much time to celebrate. From endemic corruption to
record crime, from a lackluster economy to the phenome-
non that is Donald Trump, the man known as “AMLO”
inherits a messy to-do list when he takes office on
December 1.

Violence -
Lopez Obrador vowed in his victory speech to change

the government’s current strategy for fighting the country’s
powerful drug cartels. The blowback from the military
crackdown the authorities launched in 2006 has been enor-
mous. Fragmented cartels battling each other and the
authorities have unleashed a wave of violence. Last year, a
record 25,000 people were murdered.  Lopez Obrador
promised to combat “the root causes of violent crime,” cit-
ing inequality and poverty-though his speech was short on
details.  But the violence is unlikely to end soon, said Mike
Vigil, former head of international operations for the US
Drug Enforcement Administration.  “Criminal groups are
fighting each other for control of opium poppy crops, hero-
in distribution networks, and I think the violence won’t
decrease for a long while,” he told AFP. The keys, he said,
will be training local police forces and rooting out corrupt
officials who are allied with the cartels.

Corruption 
This is Lopez Obrador’s number one issue. Outgoing

President Enrique Pena Nieto’s government and party
were mired in a seemingly bottomless series of scandals.
Lopez Obrador calls corruption the root of all Mexico’s
evils, from inequality to poverty to violence.  “The issue of
corruption was the outlet where much of Mexican socie-
ty’s dissatisfaction was channeled,” said Arturo Sanchez of
the Technological University of Monterrey.  “People will be
expecting immediate results.”

Trump
Mexico’s relations with its powerful neighbor the

United States have been rocky since President Donald
Trump won the White House in 2016, on a platform that
featured anti-Mexican insults and promises to build a
massive border wall. Lopez Obrador has lashed out at
Trump in the past, vowing to “put him in his place.” But he
said in his victory speech he wanted a relationship of
“friendship and cooperation.” Trump meanwhile tweeted
he was “very much looking forward to working with”
Lopez Obrador. “AMLO is not going to pay for the wall,
that’s for sure,” said Mark Weisbrot, co-director of the
Center for Economic and Policy Research in Washington.
“But he has made it clear that he wants good relations with
the US.”

Economy
Latin America’s second-largest economy, after Brazil,

has had lackluster growth in recent years. And Lopez
Obrador faces deep skepticism from the business sector-
though both sides extended tentative olive branches

Sunday. The president-elect vowed to pursue market-
friendly policies, while the head of the Business
Coordinating Council, Juan Pablo Castanon, pledged to
“work together... to build an agenda for stability, trust and
development.” Among the stickiest issues on the economic
to-do list: the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) with the United States and Canada, which Trump
insisted on renegotiating.

Negotiators from the three countries failed to strike a
deal before the elections, and may now have to start over
with a new, trade-skeptical Mexican president in charge.
The deal is crucial for Mexico, which sends some 80 per-
cent of its exports to the United States. The ongoing NAF-
TA talks are expected to resume this month and run into
2019.  “Reaching some sort of deal will depend mostly on

the US softening its stance and abandoning some of its
most controversial proposals,” said consulting firm Eurasia
Group.

Migration
Trump has also lashed out over the issue of Mexican

and Central American migrants arriving in the United
States. His administration’s “zero-tolerance” policy on
undocumented migrants and separation of migrant fami-
lies have newly strained ties. Lopez Obrador said under
his government, “those who want to migrate will do so
because they want to, not because they have to.”

But he has been short on specifics. The new president
will need to support regional development and ensure
Mexico itself is “treating Central American migrants
humanely,” said Laborde. — AFP

Can Saudi pump
much more oil?

The leader of Saudi Arabia has assured US President
Donald Trump that the Kingdom can raise oil pro-
duction if needed and the country has 2 million bar-

rels per day of spare capacity that could be deployed to
help cool down oil prices to compensate for falling output
in Venezuela and Iran. In a tweet on Saturday, Trump said
Saudi Arabia had agreed to increase output by up to this
amount, although a subsequent statement from the White
House rowed back on this assertion.

Either way, the kingdom, OPEC’s biggest member, can
barely raise output by 1 million bpd to 11 million bpd and
even that would be difficult, according to industry analysts
who forecast a further oil price rally due to a lack of new
supply. Below are comments from some leading OPEC
analysts: PIERRE ANDURAND, hedge fund manager - “I
guess the Saudis want to give the confidence to Trump to
go very hardcore on Iran. Exports to zero or an attack. It
will be interesting to see what the Saudis can really do and

for how long. It seems that Iranian regime change is priori-
ty number one for the Saudis.”

AMRITA SEN, Chief Oil Analyst at Energy Aspects -
“We will be in unchartered territory. While Saudi Arabia
has the capacity in theory, it takes time and money to
bring these barrels online, possibly up to 1 year”. GARY
ROSS, head of global oil analytics at S&P Global - “The
Saudis do not have 2 million bpd of spare capacity as it
would imply production of 12 million bpd. They can likely
produce a maximum of 11 million and even that will be run-
ning their system at stress levels,” said Ross. He added that
with a potential output fall of up to 1.5 million bpd in Iran
and further outages in Venezuela and Libya, the world
could be short of 2 million bpd of oil output without an
increase in Saudi output by the end of the year.

OLE HANSEN, head of commodities research at Saxo
Bank- “We are seeing another strong signal from the two
of the world’s three largest producers to cap the price
upside in oil.  With Russia agreeing to this we are seeing
political interference in the setting of oil prices on the rise.
Saudi Arabia agreeing to such a request basically raises
the risk that OPEC has played out its role with Saudi,
Russia and the U.S. are now setting the agenda.” “I do not
believe that Saudi can increase production to 12 million

bpd but they can increase exports by digging into their
reserves.”

“It does however also increase Middle East tensions
and with Iran controlling the Strait of Hormuz there is a
risk that this could escalate to a point where 2 million bpd
would not be enough.” “In the short-term, however, a busy
night on Sunday can be expected, with traders and funds
getting caught on the long side. Not least in WTI, where
we saw a collapse in the gross short last week while the
net-long jumped by 25 percent and the long/short ratio hit
a 7-year high.”

GIOVANNI STAUNOVO, commodity analyst at UBS -
“While US President Trump’s tweet is very clear on how
much oil he intends to see from Saudi Arabia, the Saudi
Press Agency statement was more vague - no volume
increase reference.”“The statement seems to suggest the
Kingdom stands ready, but first wants to see larger dis-
ruptions materializing.” “A 2-million-bpd Saudi production
increase would move the Kingdom’s oil production into
unchartered territory and would wipe out completely the
kingdom’s spare capacity.” “Prices are likely to become
more volatile over the coming months, caught between
two narratives: Oversupply concerns and dwindling spare
capacity/oil market tightness concerns.” — Reuters

MEXICO CITY: Newly elected Mexico’s President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, running for ‘Juntos haremos historia’
party, cheers his supporters at the Zocalo Square after winning general elections, in Mexico City. — AFP 


