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News in brief

18 missing in boat capsize  
KUALA LUMPUR: One person died and 18 others were
missing after a boat carrying dozens of Indonesian ille-
gal migrants capsized in the South China Sea off the
Malaysian coast, officials said yesterday. The boat with
44 people on board capsized Sunday night off the
southern state of Johor as it headed for Malaysia from
the Indonesian island of Batam. Senior coast guard offi-
cial Sanifah Yusof said a woman was found drowned
while another 25 people were rescued by the authori-
ties. “There are 18 people left (missing), we are still
doing the search and rescue,” he said.—AFP 

S Korea president to visit India 
SEOUL: South Korean President Moon Jae-in will visit
India from July 8 to 11, his presidential office said yes-
terday, and hold a summit with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi where their discussions are expected to focus on
economic cooperation. Having been invited by Modi,
Moon will also meet with President Ram Nath Kovind
on his first visit to the country, the statement said. South
Korea’s presidential Blue House added India is becom-
ing a crucial partner for Seoul not only in terms of the
economy, but regarding its plans for peace and prosper-
ity on the Korean peninsula as well.— Reuters

One dead in plant explosion 
TOKYO: An explosion at a Japanese chemical plant has
killed one person, officials said. At least a dozen people
were injured after the incident at the facility in central
Japan’s Fukui prefecture, according to fire authorities.
“A total of 12 people were sent to hospitals after the
explosion, one died and another is seriously injured,” a
fire station official said. An image on NHK’s website
showed a hole on the plant’s roof and some broken
windows. Yellow smoke was reportedly seen billowing
from the plant after the explosion but there was no
immediate indication that chemicals were leaking from
the facility.—AFP 

Interpol issues warrant for Nirav Modi 

NEW DELHI: Interpol yesterday issued an arrest war-
rant for India’s billionaire diamond merchant Nirav
Modi, tightening the noose on one of the main suspects
in a $1.8-billion fraud at a major state-run bank. India
last month requested Interpol to issue a so-called red
corner notice to help trace Modi after the fugitive dia-
mond merchant was last spotted in Britain. A red corner
notice seeks the arrest or provisional arrest of wanted
persons with a view to extradition. Indian authorities
have charged Modi with money laundering and several
Indian courts have issued arrest warrants over his failure
to appear before them since he fled the country in
February.—AFP 

Leftist ‘AMLO’ sweeps 
to Mexican presidency

Lopez Obrador makes history, wins more than half the vote 
MEXICO CITY: Anti-establishment leftist Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador swept to victory in Mexico’s presidential
election Sunday, in a political sea change driven by voters’
anger over endemic corruption and brutal violence. The
sharp-tongued, silver-haired politician known as “AMLO”
won 53 percent of the vote, according to an official projec-
tion of the results. It is the first time in Mexico’s modern his-
tory a candidate has won more than half the vote in a com-
petitive election, and a resound-
ing rejection of the two parties
that have governed the country
for nearly a century.

“This is a historic day, and it
will be a memorable night,”
Lopez Obrador said in a victory
speech in Mexico City’s
Alameda park, as thousands of
ecstatic supporters flooded the
capital’s central district, chanti-
ng “Yes we did!” and partying
to mariachi music. Lopez
Obrador, 64, sought to downplay fears of radicalism, after
critics branded him a “tropical Messiah” who would install
Venezuela-style policies that could wreck Latin America’s
second-largest economy.

“Our new national project seeks an authentic democracy.
We are not looking to construct a dictatorship, either open
or hidden,” he told cheering supporters, promising to safe-
guard freedoms, respect the private sector and work to rec-
oncile a divided nation. He also vowed to pursue a relation-
ship of “friendship and cooperation” with the United States,
Mexico’s key trading partner-a change in tone from some
comments during the campaign, when he said he would put
US President Donald Trump “in his place.”

Trump, whose anti-trade, anti-immigration policies have
infuriated Mexico, appeared ready to start off on the right
foot. “I look very much forward to working with him,” he
tweeted. “There is much to be done that will benefit both the

United States and Mexico!” Canada’s Justin Trudeau echoed
the congratulations while emphasizing his country’s work
with Mexico to renegotiate the NAFTA trade pact-an effort
that has stalled over attempts to satisfy Trump’s demands.
“Canada and Mexico are close friends and longtime part-
ners. We share common goals, strong people to people ties,
and a mutually beneficial trading relationship that is the envy
of the world,” Trudeau said.

Congressional
majority in reach    

Lopez Obrador successfully
tapped voters’ anger over a
seemingly never-ending series of
corruption scandals and horrific
violence that left a record 25,000
murders last year-an orgy of
bloodshed fueled by the country’s
powerful drug cartels. His coali-
tion-led by the Morena party he
launched in 2014 — appeared to

be on track for a strong showing in state and congressional
races as well, winning six of the day’s nine governor’s races,
according to exit polls. That included Mexico City, where a
woman was elected for the first time ever, the scientist and
environmentalist Claudia Sheinbaum.

Two other states were too close to call, according to
polling firm Mitofsky. Lopez Obrador’s coalition will have a
majority in the lower house, and possibly in the Senate as
well, according to the firm’s exit polls-a coup for a party con-
testing its first national elections. Runner-up Ricardo Anaya of
the conservative National Action Party (PAN) and third-place
candidate Jose Antonio Meade of the ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) both congratulated Lopez Obrador
and wished him success. It is a major shift in Mexican politics:
the PRI and PAN have governed for nearly a century, and
Lopez Obrador will be the country’s first leftist president in
recent history when he takes office on December 1.

After a campaign of lofty but vague promises, Mexico is
now keen to see what the change will actually look like. In
his victory speech, Lopez Obrador cited one overriding pri-
ority: eradicating the country’s festering corruption. “We are
absolutely convinced that (corruption) is the cause of our
social and economic inequalities, and corruption also
unleashed the violence our country is suffering,” he said. It
will not be easy, warned Mark Weisbrot, co-director of the

Center for Economic and Policy Research in Washington.
“That will be one of his biggest challenges, given the

power of the drug cartels and their connections to govern-
ment and the armed forces,” he said. “There is a very
entrenched, corrupt and powerful political class.” The
incoming president’s fans were undeterred. “I’m here to cel-
ebrate Lopez Obrador’s triumph, the new transformation in
our country,” said one supporter, Omar Ibarra. —AFP

Political sea
change 

driven by
voters’ anger

Keeping Delhi 
cool, one ice 
block at a time
NOIDA: Keeping people cool in Delhi’s baking summer is
hot work-just ask Shreeram Yadav, supervisor at a factory
supplying the Indian capital with tons of ice per day.
Yadav toils away alongside fifty other workers inside a
dark and humid hangar in Noida just outside the city,
rushing to meet booming demand from the markets and
small shops serving Delhi’s 20 million inhabitants. “Some
will buy 50 blocks, some will buy 10, some five, some 25,”
he told AFP, taking a break from the back-breaking work.
“They go everywhere, and they’re sold in different quanti-
ties. We sell it to the distributors, and then the distributors
sell them in pieces.”

The process is anything but state-of-the-art. Workers
first fill up large rectangular containers, a bit rusty on the
outside, with filtered water. Once sealed the vessels are
placed for 24 hours in large tanks filled with salt water,
which has a lower freezing point than ordinary water and
is chilled with ammonia. The containers are then taken out
and workers extract the ice blocks, each weighing around
50 kilograms. “The whole capacity of the tanks is 1,100
slabs of ice. It takes 55 liters of water to fill one tank and
get one slab of ice,” says Babloo, the factory’s manager. 

“There are coils in the tanks, and the motor keeps
rotating the salt water inside. The temperature has to be 10
degrees Fahrenheit (minus 12 degrees to freeze the water,”
Yadav explains. Once extracted the blocks are moved and
slid about with large metal tongs along the floor into the
back of clients’ waiting refrigerated lorries, each chunk
costing 130 rupees. Otherwise the blocks go into large
machines that break them up and churn out thousands
upon thousands of ice cubes that are gathered into bags,
sent out for delivery and scooped into the drinks of thirsty
Delhiites.—AFP 

Philippine mayor who 
held drugs war ‘walk 
of shame’ shot dead 
MANILA: A Philippine mayor who paraded suspect-
ed drug dealers through the streets was shot dead
yesterday while attending a weekly flag-raising cere-
mony, police said. Mayor Antonio Cando Halili was hit
by a single bullet to the chest as he and civil servants
sang the national anthem in Tanauan, a city in
Batangas province southwest of the capital, Manila.
“We are shocked, we are saddened,” Vice Mayor
Jhoanna Villamor, who was standing beside Halili, told
radio station DZBB.

What appeared to be a smartphone video of the
shooting went viral on social media, showing a single
shot ringing out as the anthem played, then screaming
and pandemonium. The video could not be immedi-
ately verified.  Halili gained prominence for introduc-
ing a “walk of shame” parade of alleged drug dealers
through Tanauan.

Police say they have killed more than 4,200 sus-
pected drug dealers during shootouts in a bloody war
on drugs launched by President Rodrigo Duterte two
years ago, a campaign condemned by domestic and
international human rights groups. Halili was stripped
of his supervisory powers over local police in
October 2017 due to a proliferation of illegal drugs in
his city, amid allegations by the national police that he
may have been involved. — Reuters

NOIDA: In this photograph taken, Indian laborers load ice blocks into a transportation van in an ice factory in
Noida, some 20km east of New Delhi. — AFP

Afghanistan’s Sikhs 
weigh future after 
suicide bombing
KABUL; Many among Afghanistan’s dwindling Sikh minor-
ity are considering leaving for neighboring India, after a
suicide bombing in the eastern city of Jalalabad on Sunday
killed at least 13 members of the community. The victims of
the attack claimed by militant group Islamic State included
Avtar Singh Khalsa, the only Sikh candidate in parliamen-
tary elections this October, and Rawail Singh, a prominent
community activist.

“I am clear that we cannot live here anymore,” said
Tejvir Singh, 35, whose uncle was killed in the blast. “Our
religious practices will not be tolerated by the Islamic ter-
rorists. We are Afghans. The government recognizes us,
but terrorists target us because we are not Muslims,”
added Singh, the secretary of a national panel of Hindus
and Sikhs. The Sikh community now numbers fewer than
300 families in Afghanistan, which has only two gurdwaras,
or places of worship, one each in Jalalabad and Kabul, the
capital, Singh added.

Although almost entirely a Muslim country,
Afghanistan was home to as many as 250,000 Sikhs and
Hindus before a devastating civil war in the 1990s. Even a
decade ago, the US State Department said in a report,
about 3,000 Sikhs and Hindus still lived there. Despite
official political representation and freedom of worship,
many face prejudice and harassment as well as violence

from militant Islamist groups, prompting thousands to
move to India, their spiritual homeland. Following the
Jalalabad attack, some Sikhs have sought shelter at the
city’s Indian consulate. 

“We are left with two choices: to leave for India or to
convert to Islam,” said Baldev Singh, who owns a book-
and textile shop in Jalalabad.  India has issued long-term
visas to members of Afghanistan’s Sikh and Hindu commu-
nities. “They can all live in India without any limitation,”
said Vinay Kumar, India’s ambassador to Afghanistan. “The
final call has to be taken by them. We are here to assist
them.” Kumar, who was in the Indian capital, New Delhi, to
discuss the security situation, said the government was
helping organise the last rites of Sikhs killed in the blast.

‘We are not leaving’
But other Sikhs, with land or businesses and no ties to

India, say they do not plan to leave, as Afghanistan remains
their country. India has offered to take the dead bodies,
but at least nine were cremated according to Sikh rites in
Jalalabad. “We are not cowards,” said Sandeep Singh, a
Sikh shopkeeper in Kabul. “Afghanistan is our country and
we are not leaving anywhere.”

The attack targeted “Afghanistan’s multicultural fab-
ric”, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said yesterday.
He is expected to hold a meeting to discuss the security
threats to Indian and religious minorities. India, a long-
standing ally of Afghanistan, has invested in several large
development projects, but heightened security risks have
prompted its companies to cut back operations. The two
countries’ officials have not been able to free seven Indian
engineers kidnapped in May in the northern province of
Baghlan.—Reuters

MEXICO CITY: Newly elected Mexico’s President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, running for “Juntos haremos his-
toria” party, cheers his supporters at the Zocalo Square after winning general elections, in Mexico City.—AFP 

KOTA TINGGI: Malaysian rescuers carry a body retrieved
from the sea during a search operation on a boat carrying
Indonesian immigrants capsized in Kota Tinggi, southern
Malaysia.—AFP

Myanmar court to rule 
on whether to charge 
jailed Reuters reporters
YANGON: A Myanmar court will rule next week on
whether to charge two Reuters reporters accused of
obtaining secret documents, after prosecutors and defense
lawyers delivered final arguments yesterday in the pre-trial
phase of the landmark case. The court in Yangon has been
holding hearings since January to decide whether Kyaw
Soe Oo, 28, and Wa Lone, 32, should be charged under the
colonial-era Official Secrets Act. A conviction under the act
carries a maximum penalty of 14 years in prison.

At the time of their arrest in December, the reporters
had been working on an investigation into the killing of 10
Rohingya Muslim men and boys in a village in western
Myanmar’s Rakhine State. The killings took place during a
military crackdown that U.N. agencies say led to more than
700,000 Rohingya fleeing to neighboring Bangladesh.

Defense lawyers asked the judge to throw out the case,
arguing the prosecution had failed to provide sufficient
evidence to support the charges. They said the reporters
were arrested in a sting operation by the police that was
aimed at blocking their reporting. “Journalists Wa Lone
and Kyaw Soe Oo were the victims of an orchestrated
scheme by some members of the security forces to trap
them and silence truthful reporting. Their six-month
imprisonment is an ongoing miscarriage of justice that vio-
lates Myanmar’s stated commitment to the rule of law,”
defense lawyer Khin Maung Zaw told judge Ye Lwin.

The defense lawyer said the prosecution has neither
established how the alleged documents had come into the
reporters’ possession, nor showed how they posed a threat
to national security. It also did not name the “enemy” the
reporters were allegedly aiming to support, Khin Maung
Zaw said. The information in the documents had already
been made public and therefore was not secret, he said.

Lead prosecutor Kyaw Min Aung urged the judge to
charge the reporters. He said the documents found on
them pertained to the movement of the security forces,
while those found on their mobile phones ranged from
confidential to top secret. “The information in the docu-
ments could be used to attack Myanmar security forces
and the reporters knew it better than other people,” Kyaw
Min Aung said. —Reuters


