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Turkey marks 25
years since mob
attack on Alevi
intellectuals
ISTANBUL: Turkish activists and oppo-
sition yesterday marked a quarter of a
century since the massacre of 33 intel-
lectuals largely from the Alevi minority in
a mob attack on a hotel, one of the most
shocking crimes in Turkey’s modern his-
tory. The writers and artists, along with
two hotel staff, were killed on July 2,
1993 when an angry mob set fire to the
Madimak hotel in the Anatolian city of
Sivas, where they had been holding a
conference as part of an Alevi cultural
festival.

The Islamist protesters had been
angered by the presence of the writer
Aziz Nesin who had questioned the
authenticity of the Koran and also
sought to translate Salman Rushdie’s
controversial novel “The Satanic Verses”.
Nesin survived the massacre but died of
a heart attack in 1995. Two protesters
were also killed, bringing the total death
toll to 37. 

The massacre has become a major
cause for Turkey’s community of Alevis
who adhere to what is usually seen as an
offshoot of Shia Islam and make up the
biggest religious minority in the mainly
Sunni country. After a long and convo-
luted legal process, 33 suspects were
eventually given life sentences although
activists contend that many of those
responsible escaped justice.

Look with hope
Turkish opposition MPs joined thou-

sands marching through the centre of
Sivas yesterday, watched by a heavy
contingent of 2,600 police, reports said.
At an official ceremony, the government-
appointed governor of the Sivas region
Davut Gul laid flowers by a memorial at
the former hotel, now a cultural centre.
He said the grief was shared by Sivas
and all of Turkey. “It is not possible to
change the past but it is in our power to
build a peaceful and happy future with
unity and togetherness,” said Muharrem
Ince of the opposition Republican
People’s Party (CHP), who last month ran
against President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
in elections.

“From taking lessons from the suffer-
ing we experienced, we will all rebuild
Turkey,” he wrote Twitter, where the

hashtag #unutMADIMAKlimda (“I
didn’t forget Madimak, it’s on my mind”)
was trending. The main association for
Turkey’s Alevis, the Cem Vakfi, said in a
statement that “we will not and must not
forget Madimak to protect peace and
brotherhood in society and to look to
tomorrow with hope”. The opposition

Cumhuriyet daily said yesterday several
defense lawyers for the suspects in the
case had gone on to key roles in the rul-
ing Justice and Development Party
(AKP).  The mayor of Sivas at the time,
Temel Karamollaoglu, is now the leader
of the Islam-based Saadet (Felicity)
Party. —AFP

SIVAS: Turkish activists and opposition members gather with pictures of victims killed in
Madimak Otel 25 years ago yesterday in Sivas. —AFP

Iran president in 
Europe to rally 
support for 
nuclear deal
GENEVA: Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani arrived in Switzerland yesterday
at the start of European trip billed as of
“prime importance” after the US pulled
out of the 2015 nuclear deal between
Tehran and world powers. The tour, which
also includes a stop in Austria, is part of
Tehran’s efforts to secure Europe’s contin-
ued support for the landmark agreement
aimed at preventing Iran from building the
atomic bomb.

Substantial parts of the historic nuclear
pact were negotiated in Switzerland before
it was signed in July 2015 in Vienna, where
the Rouhani will head tomorrow. The trip
will be an “opportunity to talk about the
future of the (nuclear) agreement,” he told
reporters at Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport
before boarding his flight, state television
showed. Rouhani and his large delegation
were greeted by Swiss President Alain
Berset, along with an honor guard, after
they landed in Zurich. 

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
is also scheduled to hold talks with Swiss
officials in the capital Bern. The visit comes
nearly two months after US President
Donald Trump unilaterally pulled out of the
agreement, to the ire of the other signato-
ries China, France, Germany, Britain and
Russia-which along with the European
Union have continued to back the accord.
Iran has warned it is ready to resume urani-
um enrichment to 20 percent-above the

level permitted in the deal-”within days” if
the deal falls apart. 

Rouhani’s trip will be of “prime impor-
tance” as it could “provide a more precise
picture of cooperation between Iran and
Europe,” Iranian foreign ministry
spokesman Bahram Ghassemi said in com-
ments carried by the semi-official ISNA
news agency on Saturday. Austria on
Sunday took over the European Union’s six-
month rotating presidency, while
Switzerland represents US interests in Iran
owing to the absence of diplomatic relations
between Washington and Tehran. Vienna is
also the home of the United Nations’
nuclear watchdog, the IAEA, which moni-
tors Iran’s compliance with the accord.

‘Clear words’   
The nuclear deal has been the corner-

stone of Rouhani’s policy of greater open-
ness with the West, and the US move has
seen him severely criticized by ultra-con-
servatives at home.  Even before Trump’s
decision, Iranians had long complained that
the hoped-for uptick in foreign investment
after the deal had not materialized.
Washington’s decision paves the way for
new US sanctions against Tehran, which
will encompass businesses from third
countries that continue to operate in Iran. 

A number of foreign firms have already
announced they would cease their Iranian
activities in light of the looming imposition
of sanctions. Rouhani is scheduled to attend
a meeting on Tuesday with the Swiss cham-
ber of commerce on innovation in the health
sector. The two governments are also due to
sign agreements on economic cooperation.

There will be a similar focus on finances
in Vienna, where the Iranian president is
expected to sign memorandums on eco-
nomic cooperation according to Austrian
media. Chancellor Sebastian Kurz said he
will speak plainly with Rouhani about Iran’s

role in the Middle East, as Tehran continues
to deny accusations it is destabilizing the
region. Kurz told the Austrian news agency
APA he will also find “clear words” to dis-
cuss the human rights situation in Iran. Last
month the United States urged fellow
Security Council membes to punish Iran for
“malign behavior” in the Middle East.

Failure ‘very dangerous’   
The European tour is part of a broader

diplomatic effort by Tehran to rally sup-
port in the wake of Trump’s May 8 with-
drawal from what is formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). Last month Rouhani visited

China, while Zarif embarked on a tour of
Britain, France, Germany, China and
Russia. The foreign minister on June 24
warned that failing to save the nuclear deal
would be “very dangerous” for Tehran. But
the Iranian government has said it will not
continue to abide by the agreement if
doing so goes against its economic inter-
ests. Iran’s supreme leader Ali Khamenei
has demanded that Europe provide a
number of economic guarantees in order
for Tehran to continue its commitments.
Increasing the pressure on Iran’s
European partners, he ordered prepara-
tions be made to quickly restart nuclear
activities in case talks collapse. —AFP

Trial delayed for 
Frenchman accused 
of Gaza gun-running
BEERSHEBA, Israel: A French employee of his coun-
try’s Jerusalem consulate accused of smuggling
dozens of guns from Gaza to the West Bank in an
official car appeared in an Israeli court yesterday,
but had his trial delayed. Romain Franck, a 24-year-
old French citizen, is accused along with several
Palestinian suspects of belonging to a gun-running
network. He appeared in court in the southern city of
Beersheba in a grey t-shirt. His parents and a French
embassy representative also attended the hearing.

After Franck’s lawyer requested more time to pre-
pare his case and asked for an official translation into
French of the charge sheet, the judge adjourned the tri-
al to September 16. Palestinian suspect Muwafaq Al-
Ajlouni appeared alongside Franck. A translator was
present to interpret from Hebrew to Arabic for him, but
a French translator was absent from the court. Franck
allegedly took advantage of reduced security checks
for consular vehicles to transport the weapons out of
the Gaza Strip to the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

He is accused of receiving the guns from a
Palestinian in Gaza who worked at the French cul-
tural centre in the strip. Israeli  off icials have
stressed he acted on his own without the con-
sulate’s knowledge, adding that diplomatic rela-
tions with France were not affected. According to
the Shin Bet domestic security agency, he was
motivated by money and paid a total of around
$5,500. I t  sa id Franck, who was arrested on
February 15, had transferred 70 pistols and two
automatic rifles in five trips. A total of nine sus-
pects have been arrested.—AFP

DARAA, Syria: More than a quarter of a million people have
fled a Russian-backed government onslaught on southern Syria,
the United Nations said yesterday, in the latest civilian exodus
in the seven-year war. For nearly two weeks, regime forces and
their Russian allies have battered rebel-held parts of southern
Syria with air strikes, rocket fire, and barrel bombs.  The strate-
gic area was ostensibly protected by a ceasefire agreed by the
US, Jordan, and Russia just under a year ago, but President
Bashar al-Assad is dead-set on retaking it. 

The violence has pushed waves of terrified civilians out of
their homes at a shocking rate, the UN’s refugee agency
(UNHCR) said yesterday.  “We were expecting the number of
displaced in southern Syria to reach 200,000, but it has already
exceeded 270,000 people in record time,” said UNHCR
spokesman in Amman
Mohammad Hawari. “We’re fac-
ing a real humanitarian crisis in
southern Syria,” he said.
According to the UN’s humani-
tarian coordination office,
70,000 of those displaced have
sought shelter along the border
with Jordan.

They arrived in dilapidated
cars piled high with mattresses
and suitcases to join thousands
already camped out in arid plains
near the frontier. Jordan has kept
its border firmly sealed, insisting it cannot handle any more than
the 650,000 Syrians already registered as refugees there, and
has instead sent aid into Syria. Thousands of other displaced
have headed west towards the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights,
although Israel, too, has pledged to keep its border closed.  

Never negotiate    
Those key frontiers are what make Syria’s south a prized

area for Assad, in addition to its accessibility to Damascus. After
securing the capital earlier this year, he turned to the south,
bombing rebel towns heavily and making significant ground

gains. But the government simultaneously opened negotiations
with rebel factions through its ally Russia, offering a halt to
bombardment if rebels hand over territory. 

More than a dozen towns and villages have agreed to a
regime takeover in recent days, doubling the area under gov-
ernment control in the main province of Daraa to 60 percent
since operations began on June 19. But other opposition bodies
have rejected the deals. In a statement yesterday, the civilian
half of the opposition’s delegation said they had withdrawn from
talks. “We did not attend negotiations today. We were not party
to any agreement and we never will be,” said the statement,
accusing those who agreed to such handovers of trying to self-
ishly secure personal interests.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said
yesterday there were “divisions
among rebel groups” over
whether to agree to the terms
proposed by Russia. Under the
deal offered, rebels would hand
over medium and heavy
weapons and Syrian state institu-
tions would resume work.
Displaced families could return
with guarantees by Russian mili-
tary police. Men who defected
from Syria’s armed forces or who
did not complete their compul-
sory service could regularize

their status with the regime within six months. And regime forces
would take over the Nasib border crossing with Jordan as well as
deploy along the frontier with the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights.

Acts of revenge   
But many residents were worried a deal struck with Russia

would only be violated later on, said Daraa activist Omar Hariri.
Since the terms did not include mass population transfers to
other opposition-held zones like in previous deals, residents
feared the regime would abduct or arrest its opponents in “acts
of revenge,” he said.  

“The situation is tough, and the rebels and all opposition
entities in Daraa are facing very difficult choices. The noose is
getting tighter and tighter,” Hariri said. Eight towns fell to
regime control on Saturday and another five on Sunday, includ-
ing the key town of Bosra al-Sham. It was held by Shabab al-
Sunna, one of the south’s most powerful factions, and its willing-
ness to agree to a deal stirred fierce criticism of its leader
Ahmad Al-Awdeh. 

Rebel supporters repeatedly referred to him as a “traitor” in
posts on Twitter yesterday. An opposition source from the
south with close knowledge of the talks said Russia’s piecemeal
approach to the deals had hamstrung the negotiating commit-
tee.  “Its position was weakened by localised, individual deals,
Ahmad Al-Awdeh’s individual agreement with the Russians
over Bosra al-Sham, and Russia’s successful military advance
on the ground,” the source told AFP. —AFP

Strategic area protected by ceasefire

Over 270,000 displaced 
by South Syria violence

NASIB, Syria: A displaced Syrian child from the Daraa province fleeing shelling by pro-government forces
waits in a makeshift camp to cross the Jordanian border, near the town of Nasib, southern Syria. —AFP
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SWITZERLAND: Iranian President Hassan Rohani, left, stands with Swiss Federal President
Alain Berset as they listen to the playing of national anthems after disembarking from an
aircraft after his arrival at an airport in Kloten - Zurich Canton - yesterday, during an offi-
cial visit to Switzerland. —AFP

France aids Egypt 
repression through 
arms sales
PARIS: France has “participated in the bloody Egyptian
repression” for the past five years by delivering weapons
and surveillance systems to President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi’s government, rights groups charged in a report pub-
lished yesterday. The study was released as Egypt’s
Defense Minister Mohamed Zaki was due to undertake
an official visit to Paris yesterday and comes after
France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Yves le Drian met Sisi in
Cairo last week. 

Zaki would “meet senior military officials in France to
discuss ways to strengthen joint co-operation”, Egyptian
army spokesman Tamer al-Refai said yesterday.
Commissioned by four French and Egyptian human rights
groups, the report found French arms sales to Egypt had
leapt from 39.6 million to 1.3 billion euros between 2010
and 2016. In addition, “by supplying Egyptian security
services and law enforcement agencies with powerful
digital tools, they have helped establish an Orwellian sur-
veillance and control architecture that is being used to
eradicate all forms of dissent and citizen action,” the
groups said.

They charged that French companies were also com-
plicit in what they called a “relentless crackdown” since
Sisi overthrew Islamist president Mohamed Morsi in
2013. The report cited companies selling technology used
for mass data interception and crowd control, as well as a
surveillance system under which tens of thousands of
opponents and activists had been arrested. —AFP


