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KUWAIT: The Kuwait Finance House (KFH) participated in an activity organized at the Avenues Mall recently marking the International Day Against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking. The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Ministry of Interior organized the event.

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Applied Education and Training (PAAET) signed a cooperation agreement with Kuwait Finance House (KFH) yesterday, by which
KFH agrees to offer job opportunities to high achieving PAAET graduates in the future.

LONDON: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah meets with British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson. — KUNA photos

Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
meets with the chairman of the British Parliamentary Friendship Committee Leo Docherty.

Work together to
write new chapter
in relations
By Wang Di, the Chinese Ambassador to Kuwait

At the invitation of Chinese
President Xi Jinping, His
Highness the Amir Sheikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah will pay a state visit to
China in early July. During the visit,
the leaders of the two countries
will have an in-depth exchange of
views on China-Kuwait relations,
cooperation in various fields, inter-
national and regional issues of
common interest, which will jointly direct the development of the
two countries’ relationship in the new era. The two sides will also
sign a series of cooperation documents. In addition, His Highness
the Amir will also attend the opening ceremony of the 8th minis-
terial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum and
deliver a speech as the representative of Arab world.

This is the seventh visit to China by His Highness the Amir,
who is also the first Arab leader that pay a state visit to China
since Xi Jinping be re-elected as the president of China. Thus
the visit will become a new milestone in the history of China-
Kuwait relations and will inevitably enhance the strategic con-
notation of bilateral relations, raise the level of pragmatic bilater-
al cooperation and have a lasting and far-reaching impact on the
development of bilateral relations.

Kuwait was the first Gulf Arab state to establish diplomatic
relations with China. The two countries enjoy traditional friend-
ship, have mutual respect and support and share broad common
interests, which has constantly drawn closer their friendship. In
recent years, the high-level China-Kuwait exchanges have
become increasingly frequent. Zhang Gaoli, the then Member of
the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee and Vice Premier, and Yang Jiechi, President
Xi Jinping’s Special Envoy, Member of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee of the CPC and Director of the Office of the
Foreign Affairs Commission of the CPC Central Committee, have
successively visited Kuwait, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the then Minister
of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah and other Kuwaiti leaders visited China. The results of
China-Kuwait cooperation are increasingly fruitful in the frame-
work of the joint-construction of the “Belt and Road”. The coop-
eration on “Silk City and Five Islands” development project is
steadily progressing, while both sides at the working level are
keeping in close communication and coordination. The bilateral
trade has grown steadily. China is currently Kuwait’s largest
import source and the second largest export market. The trade
volume between the two countries in 2017 has reached $12 bil-
lion with year-on-year growth of 28.5 percent, while the trade
volume in the first quarter of 2018 has reached $3.995 billion,
with year-on-year growth of 54.83 percent. Kuwait is one of the
most important crude oil suppliers for China. In 2017, China
imported more than 18 million tons of crude oil from Kuwait,
worth $7.1 billion. China has implemented 80 contracting proj-
ects in Kuwait, covering oil field services, exploration, refining,
housing, infrastructure, telecommunications and other fields,
with a total contract value of $14.9 billion. The two countries
have also witnessed flourishing cultural exchanges, close con-
tacts between the youth, media, culture, and art troupes. The
upcoming Chinese Culture Center in Kuwait will further enhance
the level of cultural exchanges and increase the civil understand-
ing and friendship between the two countries. It is believed that
His Highness the Amir’s state visit to China will inject new impe-
tus into the China-Kuwait relationship, and is of great signifi-
cance in further pushing bilateral cooperation into a new era.

The 8th Ministerial Meeting of China-Arab States
Cooperation Forum will be held on July 10th in Beijing, China,
under the theme “jointly building the ‘Belt and Road’ and pro-
moting peaceful development, working together to enhance the
China-Arab strategic partnership in the new era”. Chinese State
Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Kuwaiti Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister and other Arab foreign ministers
or representatives, Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States will attend the meeting. His Highness the Amir will attend
the opening ceremony of the meeting and deliver a speech as
the representative of Arab world.

Since its establishment in 2004, the China-Arab States
Cooperation Forum has developed into a major platform for
China and Arab countries to conduct collective dialogue and
pragmatic cooperation. China-Arab strategic mutual trust con-
tinues to increase, China supports Arab countries in their own
efforts to explore development paths and development models
that suit their own national conditions, and support Arab peo-
ple’s just cause. Arab countries also give China valuable support
on issues involving China’s core interests and major concerns.

In June 2014, Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed that
China and Arab countries make joint efforts in the construction
of the ‘Belt and Road’ at the opening ceremony of the 6th min-
isterial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum,
which has received positive responses from Arab countries.
Driven by the ‘Belt and Road’ initiative and promoted by the
forum’s mechanisms, China-Arab economic and trade coopera-
tion has been closer, cultural exchanges flourished, peace and
security cooperation deepened. China is now the Arab world’s
second-largest trading partner, the bilateral trade volume
between them was more than $190 billion in 2017, with year-
on-year increase of 11.9 percent. Seven Arab countries, includ-
ing Kuwait, have become the founding members of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank which has approved 4 projects
involving Arab countries with a total loan commitment of $660
million. The China-Arab States Cooperation Forum has played
an increasingly important role in promoting China-Arab strate-
gic cooperation in the 21st century.

At present, the international situation continues to undergo
profound and complex changes, the world economy is still in a
period of profound adjustment, geopolitical factors have
become more prominent, and local turmoil has cropped up.
Both China and Arab countries are developing countries, both
are at an important development stage and shoulder the com-
mon mission of realizing the nation’s rejuvenation of and the
country’s prosperity and strength, which gives them a pro-
found foundation and broad prospects for cooperation. The 8th
ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation
Forum is at exactly the right time, and of great significance to
further consolidating the traditional friendship between China
and Arab countries, advancing the construction of the ‘Belt and
Road’, promoting the building of a new type of international
relations and a community of common destiny, and strengthen-
ing the institutional building of the forum.

We believe that the convening of the 8th ministerial
meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum will
continuously deepen China-Arab collective dialogue and
pragmatic cooperation, and will also push China-Kuwait rela-
tions to a higher level. China-Kuwait relations are now stand-
ing at a new historical starting point, where the two sides will
use the joint-construction of the ‘Belt and Road’ as a chance
to continuously expand pragmatic cooperation in various
fields, implement the important consensus reached by the
leaders of the two countries, promote the integration between
China’s ‘Belt and Road’ initiative and Kuwait’s ‘2035 National
Vision’, and write a new chapter in the friendly cooperation
relationship between China and Kuwait. 

LONDON: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and Deputy
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah has spoken highly of his country’s ties with
Britain, citing a collective desire for more progress in
relations. After an encounter with British Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson yesterday, the Kuwaiti foreign
minister said that he was delighted to have been invit-
ed for talks over matters of mutual concern. “We have
spoken extensively about a number of major issues,”
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said, pinpointing the conflicts
in Yemen, Syria and Libya, in addition to the war
against terror. He also spoke of the recent Kuwaiti-UK
Joint Steering Group meeting, which addressed issues
running the gamut from defense and healthcare to
education and investment.

On bilateral ties, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled high-
lighted the impenetrable bond that both nations
share, saying that his meeting with Johnson was an
opportunity to take relations to a new level. The
meeting brought together a phalanx of officials from
the Kuwaiti foreign ministry. The Kuwaiti top diplo-
mat then left, ending the one-day visit. During Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled’s meeting with Johnson, efforts to
strengthen bilateral ties and exchange of views over
regional and international development and chal-
lenges were discussed. 

Earlier yesterday, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled met at
Kuwait’s embassy in London with chairman of the
British Parliamentary Friendship Committee Leo
Docherty, where they reviewed bilateral relations and

means to strengthen them. Docherty underlined the
importance of relations with Kuwait, working together
to build such relationship and take it to even higher
levels. He added that meeting the foreign minister was
a great chance to look through international issues,
praising Kuwait’s role in the region’s stability and
perusing a successful policy on regional and interna-
tional levels.

The meetings were attended by Kuwaiti
Ambassador to the UK Khaled Al-Duwaisan, Assistant
Foreign Minister for Europe Affairs Ambassador
Waleed Al-Khubaizi, Deputy Assistant Foreign
Minister for the Foreign Minister’s office affairs
Ambassador Saleh Al-Loughani and ranking foreign
ministry officials. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister
lauds camaraderie with Britain

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled meets British counterpart, committee chairman

NBK launches first
summer internship
program 2018
KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) launched
the first in a series of four, the 2018 Summer
Internship Program. A two week courses custom-
made for high school and college students aged
between 14 and 21 years.

The Summer Internship Program this year is made
up of four different sessions, five-hour daily over two
weeks each. The second and third sessions start on the
15th and 29th of July, while the fourth will take place on
12th of August.  For the second year in a row, Loyac
will be participating in providing the students training
sessions. This year NBK Capital will be taking part in
the sessions provided as well. 

“NBK views the Summer Internship Program as an
extension to its educational initiatives and as part of its
corporate social responsibility,” said Yaqoub Al-Baqer,
NBK Public Relations Team Leader. “This annual pro-
gram demonstrates NBK’s long-standing social
involvement as well as its national commitment towards
providing young generations with the suitable oppor-

tunities to experience how the actual professional
banking concerns and transactions are handled and
processed.”

“It has been 17 years since the establishment of the
program,” added Baqer. “At the core of NBK’s corpo-
rate social responsibility is our commitment to devel-
oping the youth in Kuwait. NBK invests at every level
in the training, professional development and the
growth of the youth cadres, to contribute to trainees’

basic and professional competencies and abilities in
fields of practical life.”

The program features a mixture of theoretical and
practical training dedicated to provide the interns
with invaluable knowledge on a variety of subjects
such as: teamwork, creative thinking, the means of
self-expression and modern banking, in addition to
helping them having a greater exposure to daily bank-
ing work procedures. 


