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News in brief

Panel debates creating 
more jobs for Kuwaitis

Islamist MP Al-Tabtabai fumes over Cairo Airport’s incident 
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A National Assembly panel
responsible for speeding up creating
more jobs for Kuwaitis by replacing
expatriates said yesterday it has decided
to invite two Cabinet ministers for a
broad discussion on the issue. MP Safa
Al-Hashem said the panel decided dur-
ing a meeting yesterday to summon
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind
Al-Sabeeh and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh to discuss
the government commitment to the
replacement policy both in the public
and private sectors.

She said the ministers should submit
lists with all projects and the required
replacement percentages and the extent
of the government compliance to those
percentages supported by mathematical
tables. The panel was established a few
months ago after lawmakers said they
were not satisfied with government pro-
grams to lay off expatriates especially in
government jobs and appoint nationals
in their place.

Hashem said that the government had
told the panel earlier that thousands of
jobs would be created for Kuwaitis by
scrapping some 3,108 jobs filled by

expatriates. She said that based on avail-
able statistics, the services of 1,431
expatriate employees only had been ter-
minated, falling short of government
plans. Hashem said that there are around
12,000 unemployed Kuwaitis waiting for
jobs, and that state-owned oil companies
have announced that they have around
2,000 vacancies waiting to be filled.

She described the government state-
ments on the issue of employment for
nationals at the expense of expatriates as
contradictory, noting that the panel under-
stands that some jobs are not acceptable
to Kuwaitis. According to figures released
by the panel last month, some 350,000
Kuwaitis and 100,000 expatriates are
employed in government jobs and MPs
insist that many of them are not needed.

In another development, Islamist MP
Waleed Al-Tabtabai said yesterday that
he was stranded at Cairo Airport for 12
hours without any reason before he was
allowed to enter Egypt to attend an Arab
parliamentary meeting. Tabtabai travelled
to Egypt as a member of a Kuwaiti parlia-
mentary delegation to the meeting but he
was stopped at the airport for 12 hours
whereas other members were allowed to
go. Tabtabai has been highly critical of the
Egyptian regime.

Amir inaugurates Jahra Medical City 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah patronized and attended the opening of Jahra Medical City
yesterday. The New Jahra Hospital consists of four-towers with 14 floors surrounded by parking spaces for about 5,000 cars. The KD 364
million project has a bed capacity of 1,234 beds, and was built on an area of 7,250,000 square meters. (See Page 3)

MAE SAI: A happy family member shows the latest pictures of the missing boys tak-
en by rescue divers inside Tham Luang cave yesterday. — AFP 

MAE SAI: Twelve boys and their football
coach trapped in a flooded Thai cave for nine
days were “found safe” yesterday, in a miracle
rescue after days of painstaking searching by
specialist divers through muddy waters and
winding tunnels. There had been no contact
with the boys, aged between 11 and 16, since
they went missing with their 25-year-old
coach last Saturday. 

The massive rescue effort had for days been
hampered by heavy rains that flooded the
Tham Luang cave in northern Thailand, block-
ing access to chambers where it was hoped
the group would be found alive. But yesterday
Chiang Rai provincial governor broke the news

of their rescue, delighting a nation which has
anxiously followed every twist and turn of the
dramatic effort to save them. “We found all 13
safe... we will take care of them until they can
move,” Narongsak Osottanakorn told
reporters, who broke into spontaneous
applause and cheering.

“We will bring food to them and a doctor
who can dive. I am not sure they can eat as
they have not eaten for a while.” Divers took
advantage of a brief window of good weather
yesterday to edge further into the cave, with
the water levels dropping slowly but steadily
every hour thanks to round-the-clock pump-
ing. They had hoped to find the “Wild Boar”
team on an elevated ledge dubbed “Pattaya
beach”. But the boys had retreated 300-400
meters further as the ledge was submerged,
Narongsak added.

The team’s travails appear far from over
with a complex operation predicted to try to
bring the group several kilometers through the

cave-which is still partially submerged. Loved
ones, friends and teachers of the “Wild Boar”
football team refused to give up hope of seeing
the young players again, holding an increas-
ingly desperate vigil at the cave entrance.

Tinnakorn Boonpiem, whose 12-year-old
son Mongkol is among the 13, reacted with joy.
“I’m so glad... I want to him to be physically
and mentally fit. I am afraid he will be mentally
affected by this incident.”Scores of divers-
including foreign experts-have been sent into
the cave with hundreds of oxygen tanks,
establishing a base camp inside the chambers
over the weekend. Thailand has been a nation
transfixed by the plight of the “Wild Boar”
team, with social media lighting up in support
of the group and the country’s deeply spiritual
reflexes stirred into action. Shamans and
Buddhist monks have held prayers and given
offerings at the cave imploring mountain “spir-
its” to return the boys safely.  
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‘Dead’ woman found alive 

JOHANNESBURG: A South African woman who
paramedics had declared dead after a horrific car
crash was later found alive in a mortuary fridge,
emergency services said yesterday. Ambulance serv-
ice Distress Alert confirmed that the unnamed
woman had been certified dead by paramedics at the
scene of the pile-up outside of Carletonville, south-
west of Johannesburg, in the early hours of June 24.
Mortuary technicians then found her alive in a
morgue fridge several hours after the crash in which
the victims’ car rolled, throwing all three occupants
clear of the vehicle, killing two of them. — AFP 

Iran president in Europe 

GENEVA: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
arrived in Switzerland yesterday at the start of
European trip billed as of “prime importance” after
the US pulled out of the 2015 nuclear deal between
Tehran and world powers. The tour, which also
includes a stop in Austria, is part of Tehran’s efforts
to secure Europe’s continued support for the land-
mark agreement aimed at preventing Iran from
building the atomic bomb. Substantial parts of the
historic nuclear pact were negotiated in Switzerland
before it was signed in July 2015 in Vienna, where
the Rouhani will head tomorrow. The trip will be an
“opportunity to talk about the future of the
(nuclear) agreement,” he told reporters at Tehran’s
Mehrabad Airport before boarding his flight, state
television showed. — AFP (See Page 7)

PARIS: French weaponry exports fell sharply last year
in the absence of major deals to sell new Rafale fighter
jets, with Middle Eastern clients again making up the
bulk of the orders, the defense ministry said yesterday.
In its annual report to parliament, the ministry said the
value of exports dropped to 6.9 billion euros ($8 bil-
lion) from 14 billion euros the previous year and the
record 17 billion euros booked in 2015.

Those two years saw the first big export orders for
Rafale jets made by Dassault Aviation-to Egypt, Qatar
and India-following a string of failed efforts to sell the
planes outside France. But France, the world’s third-
biggest arms exporter after the US and Russia, will
book an additional 12 Rafale sales to Qatar this year.
“The results from 2017, with 6.9 billion euros, is in line
with the average from years before the Rafale con-
tracts,” the ministry said.

It added that helicopters and missiles made up near-
ly half of last year’s foreign orders. Orders from Middle
East clients rose to 3.9 billion euros from 1.9 billion in
2016, despite an economic slowdown stemming from
lower oil prices “which delayed some acquisition proj-
ects,” the ministry said. NGOs and other critics have
assailed France for supplying weapons to Mideast gov-
ernments, in particular Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates over their support for pro-government
forces in Yemen fighting Houthi rebels.

Around 10,000 Yemeni citizens have died in the fight-
ing, and some groups accuse the Saudi-led coalition of
bombing schools, hospitals and other civilian targets. 
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Neymar on target as Brazil book quarter-finals

SAMARA: Brazil’s forward Neymar celebrates with Brazil’s midfielder Paulinho after scoring the open-
ing goal during the Russia 2018 World Cup round of 16 football match between Brazil and Mexico
yesterday. — AFP (See Page 28) 


