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SNIPPETS

SOCHI: Cristiano Ronaldo saw his World Cup
dreams slip away once again on Saturday but gave
no hint as to whether he plans to continue playing
for Portugal. The reigning European champions
were undone by two Edinson Cavani goals for
Uruguay in their last-16 tie in Sochi, despite Pepe
bringing them level at one point early in the sec-
ond half.

It was not to be Ronaldo’s night, as he exited
the World Cup on the same day as Lionel Messi’s
Argentina were eliminated following a 4-3 defeat
at the hands of France. Ronaldo will be nearly 38
by the time the next World Cup comes around in
Qatar in 2022.

“Now is not the time to talk about the future,
either of the coach or the players,” the Portugal
skipper said after the game.  The 33-year-old did
however say that the European champions could
look to the future with confidence.

“I am sure that Portugal will continue to be one
of the best teams in the world. We have a young
and ambitious squad,” he said.  Remarkably, nei-
ther Ronaldo nor Messi have managed to score a
single goal in a knockout tie in four World Cups
going back to 2006.  Ronaldo reached the semi-
finals with Portugal in his first World Cup in
Germany, but has never made it past the last 16
since then.  This has been his best World Cup in
terms of goals scored, as he leaves with four in
total, including a hat-trick in a 3-3 draw with
Spain in the group stage.

His tally is one behind the tournament’s current
leading scorer Harry Kane, with Ronaldo also
missing a penalty in the 1-1 draw with Iran.  “He is
an exceptional player,” said Uruguay’s veteran
coach Oscar Tabarez.  “He is their leader, their
captain. You need to really concentrate to make
sure he is not successful against you, but that is
very difficult.” Portugal coach Fernando Santos
was hopeful that the Real Madrid man will contin-
ue to represent his country for some time yet,

with Portugal’s next challenge to defend the
European Championship title they won in France
two years ago.

“I am sure he will. Cristiano still has a lot to give
to the game,” Santos said when asked if he felt his
captain would carry on representing his country.
Portugal will take part in the inaugural UEFA
Nations League later this year, beginning against
Italy in September.

By that time, Ronaldo’s situation at club level
will be clearer after he raised doubts about his
future with Real Madrid in the wake of their
Champions League final win against Liverpool in
May. “There is another tournament starting in
September and of course we hope Cristiano will
be with us to help the younger players grow,”
Santos said.  “We have many young players and it
is important to have our captain there.” —AFP

Ronaldo tight-lipped on 
future after World Cup KO

European champions could look to the future with confidence.

MOSCOW: Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo (R) arrives at the Zhukovsky airport, about 40 km
southeast of Moscow, yesterday, as Portugal’s team departs following their loss the previous day to
Uruguay in their Russia 2018 World Cup round of 16 football match.  — AFP 

SAMARA: Dimitri Strazhkov dreams about
becoming a professional player with CSKA
Moscow and one day being called up to play for
Russia’s national team. The 15 year-old and other
boys of all ages train every day at a small soccer
field in the village of Aleksandrovka that was built
only five years ago as a present from the town of
Samara.

Located in the heart of a village with about
1,500 inhabitants, and under the watchful eye of a
statue of Soviet state founder Vladimir Lenin, it
serves the community as both an outlet for the
teenagers to express themselves and as a meeting
place for residents old and young.

For the kids in the village, the soccer field is at
the centre of many of their close-knit relation-
ships. “We call each other, we text on social media

and knock on each other’s door. Then we agree on
a time to come to the soccer field,” Strazhkov told
Reuters on Saturday.

On the field, the players try to emulate the skills
of their heroes on television. The host nation’s ear-
ly success in the tournament has only amplified the
status of popular players such as Aleksandr
Golovin or Igor Akinfeev. But the foreign talents
on display, including those of Russia’s next oppo-
nents Spain, have also inspired the children of
Aleksandrovka.

“My favourite foreign players are Zlatan
Ibrahimovic, because he is very technical and
powerful, and Spain’s Fernando Torres, but as he is
very, very old, I prefer Sergio Ramos,” said Dimitri
Maklakov.

Despite wearing a Spain T-shirt, Maklakov was
certain Russia would win yesterday. Dimitri
Terentyev, whose son Denis is a regular on the vil-
lage pitch, says soccer runs in the blood. “His
grandfather, his four brothers and my brother and
I as well played football, and now Denis does as
well,” he said.

“And I hope my youngest will soon be playing
as well.” Yet for some, the World Cup is the very
first time some villagers have encountered soccer.

Pensioner Irina Aleekseva, who lives alone in an
old wooden house, says she has been reading soc-
cer magazines and watching the news to learn
about the game and engage with her grandchil-
dren who visit her at the weekend to help run her
farm.

“My grandchildren motivate me as they ask
questions all the time, and they support the team
and ask me to watch the matches with them,” she
says as the family gather to watch France play
Argentina on the television. “I should be a modern
grandmother and know who the stars like Ronaldo
or Messi are.” — Reuters

World Cup 
brings village 
community closer

LONDON: Former England manager Sven-Goran
Eriksson has tipped Gareth Southgate’s team to
beat Colombia in the World Cup last 16 but said
his native Sweden would be tough opponents if
they meet in the quarter-finals.

Eriksson-who coached England to two succes-
sive World Cup quarter-finals, in 2002 and 2006
— said he was impressed with the job Southgate
is doing with his young team in Russia.

England face Colombia tomorrow in Moscow
after finishing second in their group behind
Belgium, while the Swedes play Switzerland in
Saint Petersburg earlier the same day. Eriksson
believes Sweden, who topped Group F after beat-
ing Mexico in their final match, may not be playing
scintillating football but says they are tough to
score against. 

“When you come down to the last-16, it is
always difficult, and it should be difficult,” Eriksson
told the BBC yesterday. “I think England will beat
Colombia, then I hope they will meet Sweden. “I
know that everyone wants to avoid Brazil, and
maybe rightly, but I think it is easier to score
against Brazil than against Sweden.

“Sweden are not playing the best football in the
world, but to score against them is very difficult.”
Eriksson said not too much should be read into

England’s 1-0 defeat to Belgium in a group match
that saw both managers make multiple changes.

“It was the second team of England and the
second team of Belgium. It is different when you
change five, six and seven players,” he said. “I
think both managers did well. When you have the

chance in a long, hard tournament to rest players,
you should do that. “It is a hungry England team.
They seem to go out without any fears at all, and
that is good. They enjoy their football and they
play without the fear of losing. The pressure is not
there too much.” — AFP

England would find 
Sweden tough at 
World Cup: Eriksson

Today’s Matches (All local timings)

Belgium Japan

Brazil Mexico17:00

21:00

REPINO: England’s forward Harry Kane shakes hands with a British journalist during an ongoing
players versus press darts competition in Repino yesterday, ahead of the team’s Russia 2018 World
Cup round of 16 football match against Colombia. — AFP 


