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Detroit Tigers continue losing 
streak with 4-3 loss to Blue Jays

Jason Heyward had four hits to lead Chicago past Minnesota

LONDON: Serena Williams has thanked Wimbledon
chiefs for giving her the controversial seeding that
divided the tennis world ahead of the grass-court
Grand Slam. Williams’ seeding has been a hot topic
after the seven-time Wimbledon champion’s tentative
return to action following the birth of daughter Alexis
Olympia in September.

The 36-year-old played her first Grand Slam for
over a year at the French Open last month, reaching
the fourth round before a shoulder injury forced her
to quit ahead of her clash with Maria Sharapova.

Williams is ranked 181 after her maternity leave
and French Open chiefs decided against seeding her.
However, Wimbledon officials felt the former world
number one’s record on grass was so superior to her
rivals that they seeded her 25th to ensure a balanced
draw. Slovakian world number 32 Dominika Cibulkova
was bumped from the seeding group as a result and
complained bitterly in advance of the decision.

Other female stars are reported to be unhappy
with Williams’ seeding, but some, including two-time
Wimbledon winner Petra Kvitova, insist they have no
problem with the move. Serena wasn’t sure she would
be seeded for Wimbledon, which starts on Monday,
and the 23-time major winner admitted she could
have no complaints.

“I think I would be very ungrateful if I sat here and
said it was too low, to be honest. So not at all,”
Williams told a press conference at Wimbledon yes-
terday.  “I don’t at all feel that way. In fact, I was
pleasantly surprised. I came in here expecting that
maybe I wouldn’t get a seed. “I do know Wimbledon
tends to kind of beat to their own drum. That’s kind of
one thing that’s been able to set them apart. “It was a
little bit in the back of my mind, that I would have a
chance, but I didn’t put that on it. 

“You know, I’m here to do the best that I can do. I
thought it was very, very noble and honest and cool.”
Williams’ return to Wimbledon carries extra signifi-
cance as it is 20 years since she made her debut,
reaching the third round as a raw teenager.

She admitted it was emotional to be at a Grand
Slam with her husband and daughter for the first time.
“Was it 20 years ago? Wow, 20 years ago I can’t say
I thought I’ll be here 20 years later,” she said. 

“I can’t say I remember my first match. I’m defi-
nitely going to try to YouTube that! “It’s crazy. It’s just
such great memories that I have here, which is why I
wanted to bring Olympia here. It was just something
special.” Williams had a heart-warming moment on
Centre Court earlier in the week when she took Alexis
Olympia onto the turf where she has enjoyed some of
the finest moments of her career. Serena has
appeared in nine Wimbledon singles finals and,
together with sister Venus, transformed the profile of
women’s tennis with their inspirational rise from the
mean streets of south-central Los Angeles.—AFP
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TORONTO: Justin Smoak led off the bottom of the ninth
inning with his 11th homer of the season to give the Toronto
Blue Jays a 4-3 victory over the visiting Detroit Tigers on
Saturday afternoon. Randal Grichuk hit a two-run homer for
the Blue Jays, who have won the first two games of the four-
game series to extend the Tigers’ losing streak to 11 games.
Nicholas Castellanos hit a two-run homer for the Tigers and
John Hicks had a solo shot. Smoak’s second career walk-off
homer came against Detroit reliever Joe Jimenez (3-1).
Seunghwan Oh (4-2) pitched around a single in the top of
the ninth to earn the win.

RANGERS 13, WHITE SOX 4
Joey Gallo and Ryan Rua

homered, and Bartolo Colon
picked up his 245th career win
as host Texas knocked off
Chicago. Colon surrendered
three runs on seven hits in a five-
inning start. He struck out two
and walked two for the Rangers,
who have won three in a row and
11 of their past 13. Texas pulled
away with a seven-run eighth
inning, highlighted by a two-run double from Jurickson
Profar and a two-run triple from Elvis Andrus. The Rangers,
who also had a seven-run inning in their Friday win over the
White Sox, have outscored Chicago 24-7 in the first two
games of the series.

REDS 12, BREWERS 3
Reliever Michael Lorenzen, used as a pinch hitter, swat-

ted a grand slam to cap an eight-run seventh inning as
host Cincinnati rallied to beat Milwaukee. Lorenzen’s third
home run of the season came against Jacob Barnes, the
Brewers’ fourth pitcher of the day, and made a winner of
Reds reliever Daniel Hernandez (3-0), who worked a
scoreless seventh inning before Cincinnati’s offensive
uprising. Cincinnati starter Tyler Mahle went 5 2/3 innings,
allowing three runs (one earned) on six hits and three
walks while striking out 12.

RED SOX 11, YANKEES 0
Chris Sale fanned 11, allowed one hit in seven dominant

innings and combined with two relievers on a two-hitter as
Boston rolled at New York. Rafael Devers set a career high
with five hits and drove in four runs. He hit a grand slam in
the first off Sonny Gray on a 1-2 curveball before adding
three singles and a seventh-inning double. Sale (8-4)
allowed only a Giancarlo Stanton single with two outs in the
first and two other baserunners. He reached 100 mph on his

final strikeout of the game against rookie Gleyber Torres in
the seventh.

A’S 7, INDIANS 2
Edwin Jackson recorded his 99th career win and contin-

ued his impressive run against Cleveland, pitching host
Oakland to a sixth straight win. Josh Phegley, Dustin Fowler
and Matt Olson hit home runs, helping the A’s overcome a 2-
0 deficit to record a second straight win in the three-game
series. Jackson (1-0) picked up his first win with his new

team with 6 2/3 innings of two-
hit, two-run pitching. He struck
out six and did not walk a batter.
The 34-year-old right-hander
improved his career record
against the Indians to 10-1.

CUBS 14, TWINS 9
Jason Heyward had four hits

and drove in two runs, and
Albert Almora Jr. went 3-for-3
with two RBIs before departing
with muscle cramps to lead
Chicago past visiting Minnesota

for a third straight victory It was the third four-hit game of
the season for Heyward, all coming in June.  Ben Zobrist
added two hits and three RBIs and David Bote scored three
runs for Chicago. The Cubs finished with 20 hits, 17 of which
were singles to go along with three doubles. Joe Mauer
drove in three runs for the Twins, who got a home run from
Eddie Rosario.

ANGELS 6, ORIOLES 2
Albert Pujols and David Fletcher came up with key hits

as Los Angeles scored five runs in the eighth inning to win
at Baltimore. The Orioles held a 2-1 lead before Pujols tied it
off Mychal Givens (0-6) with a double to right-center. Two
batters later, pinch hitter Chris Young reached on a fielder’s
choice against lefty Tanner Scott that drove in the go-ahead
run. Scott later hit Martin Maldonado with a pitch, forcing in
a run, and Fletcher followed with a two-run double. Justin
Anderson (2-2) earned the victory with 1 1/3 innings of
scoreless relief, handing the Orioles a seventh straight loss.

RAYS 5, ASTROS 2
Wilson Ramos recorded four RBIs in his first two at-

bats, and Tampa Bay rode an ambush of Justin Verlander to
a win over Houston in St. Petersburg, Fla. One start after
allowing season highs in hits and runs, Verlander (9-4)
eclipsed those totals in a second consecutive subpar outing.
Verlander worked five innings, a season-low total, and sur-

rendered five runs on nine hits and one walk with eight
strikeouts. Ramos doubled with the bases loaded and no
outs in the first inning, and he singled with the bases loaded
and two outs in the second. Each time, he knocked in Kevin
Kiermaier and Matt Duffy.

MARLINS 5, METS 2
JT Riddle’s tiebreaking RBI infield single capped a three-

run sixth inning as Miami rallied for a win over visiting New
York. The Marlins have won the first two games of the
three-game series to move percentage points ahead of the
Mets for fourth place in the National League East. Miami
had been in last place in the NL East every day since April
5. The Mets, who opened the season 11-1, have lost three
straight and finished 5-21 in June. They have the worst win-
ning percentage in the NL.

PHILLIES 3, NATIONALS 2
Jorge Alfaro and Aaron Altherr delivered RBI doubles on

consecutive pitches in the fourth inning for host
Philadelphia, which survived the early loss of starting pitch-
er Vince Velasquez to edge Washington. The Phillies have
won three of their last four. The Nationals have lost four of
their last five and six of their last eight. In the second inning,
Velasquez was hit on the right (pitching) arm by a come-
backer off the bat of Adam Eaton. Remarkably, Velasquez
raced over, picked up the ball with his left hand and threw

out the speedy Eaton to end the inning and keep a runner
from scoring from third. Velasquez exited the game due to a
right arm contusion.

ROCKIES 3, DODGERS 1
Ian Desmond hit a home run and German Marquez gave

up just two hits over eight innings as Colorado won at Los
Angeles. Marquez was the second consecutive Rockies
starting pitcher to go eight innings against a Dodgers
offense that set a franchise record with 55 home runs in
June. Rockies left-hander Tyler Anderson lasted eight
innings in Friday night’s victory. Marquez (6-8) yielded one
run while striking out nine. He didn’t issue a walk. Adam
Ottavino tossed a scoreless ninth inning for his second save.

BRAVES 11, CARDINALS 4
A grand slam by Nick Markakis highlighted a six-run,

fifth-inning rally, and Atlanta coasted to a win at St. Louis.
Markakis went 2-for-3, scored twice and drove in five
runs, the most important being his fourth career slam that
came off St. Louis starter Luke Weaver (4-7). It was his
ninth homer and first since June 5. The right fielder also
doubled and added a sacrifice fly in the sixth as the
Braves beat the Cardinals for the second straight day.
Max Fried (1-2) was the beneficiary of Atlanta’s 15-hit
attack, pitching 6 2/3 scoreless innings and allowing four
hits and three walks.—Reuters
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walk-off homer
ARLINGTON: Omar Narvaez #38 of the Chicago White Sox is late with the tag as Delino DeShields #3 of the
Texas Rangers scores in the seventh inning of a baseball game at Globe Life Park in Arlington on Saturday
in Arlington, Texas. —AFP

PARIS: Tour de France organisers have for-
mally blocked four-time champion Chris
Froome from competing in this year’s race,
Le Monde reported yesterday, but his team
promptly vowed he would be at the start
line.  Cyclingnews.com quoted Team Sky as
responding to yesterday’s report that they
are “confident that Chris will be riding the
Tour as we know he has done nothing
wrong. The Team Sky star has been under a
cloud since he was found to have twice the
permissible amount of asthma drug
Salbutamol in his system during
September’s Vuelta a Espana, which he won.
Five-time Tour winner Bernard Hinault, who
worked for the Tour organisation for many
years, last month called for the peloton to
strike if the British rider lines up at the start
of this year’s event next Saturday.

Froome responded on Wednesday that
he will compete in this year’s race despite
the shadow cast by the case hanging over
him and his team confirmed as much yester-
day with their statement. The decision on
the organisers’ attempt to prevent the
Kenyan-born Briton from taking part is
expected to be made by the French
National Olympic and Sports Committee,
which is to make a ruling tomorrow, Le
Monde said after the last-ditch bid to
exclude him.

Technically, while Froome awaits the
result of an ongoing investigation into his

Salbutamol case, he can still ride on the
Tour. Amaury Sports Organisation (ASO),
the organisers of the iconic Tour, refused to
comment on the report although AFP has
had confirmation of information they say
backs their view that the defending champi-
on should not be allowed to race.

According to the letter of the rules,
Froome is authorised to ride until a final
decision from the anti-doping tribunal of
the International Cycling Union regarding
his ongoing case. Le Monde says Froome
will not necessarily attend tomorrow’s
meeting by the French committee with their
ruling due Wednesday.

He is to be defended by British sports
lawyer Mike Morgan, a French speaker,
before the UCI tribunal. Sky, ASO and the
French Olympic Committee will each choose
an arbiter to decide whether Froome should
be allowed to start the Tour. According to
Tour statutes, organisers may ban a rider or
a team if their presence is seen as liable to
damage the image or reputation of the
organisers or the event. UCI president
David Lappartient reacted to the story on
the sidelines of the French national champi-
onships.  “For the moment we have here a
leak in Le Monde. I have always said we
would make known the general position of
the UCI before the Tour and that will be the
case. It begins next Saturday so we shall
explain our position during the coming
week,” Lappartient said.

Tour de France race director Christian
Prudhomme said Friday that in the absence
of a ruling against the rider the organisers
“evidently expects to see Chris Froome at
the start line on July 7,” adding that, “legally,
he can.”  Team Sky have yet to unveil their
eight-strong team.

Froome, who denies wrongdoing in the
wake of his “adverse analytical finding” on

September 20 last year, is out to emulate
five-time winners Hinault, Jacques Anquetil,
Eddy Merckx and Miguel Indurain. A win
this year would make Froome the second
racer after Merckx to win four straight
Tours. American Lance Armstrong finished
first seven straight times, but those results
were retrospectively scrubbed out because
of drug use. Hinault, whose 1985 win gave
the host nation its last title, sees Froome as a
“cheat”, a stance Team Sky decried.

Froome’s Giro win in May made him the
first man to hold all three Grand Tours at
once since Hinault himself in 1983. But Le

Monde commented that “the Tour de France
wants to avoid at all costs finding itself in
the same situation as at the recent Tour of
Italy where Froome’s final win is now
marked with an asterisk.” Spanish rider
Alberto Contador, stripped of his 2010 Tour
de France and the 2011 Giro after testing
positive for clenbuterol at the former to earn
a 2012 ban-he blamed the result on contam-
inated steak-has lamented the slowness of
the case. “It would have been better for
everyone if the Froome affair had been
resolved much more quickly,” he told French
sports daily l’Equipe on Friday. — AFP
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POTOMAC: Tiger Woods, chasing his first victory since
2013, charged early but faded late Saturday at the Quicken
Loans National, finishing six strokes behind co-leaders
Abraham Ancer and Francesco Molinari.

Woods, playing his 11th US PGA event in a comeback
from spinal fusion surgery, made four birdies in a row and
sank a 25-foot birdie putt at the ninth. But Ancer matched
the course record with a bogey-free eight-under par 62,
his US PGA career-low score, to finish on 13-under 197,
level with Italy’s Molinari after 54 holes at TPC Potomac.

A group after Ancer closed with a nine-foot birdie putt,
14-time major winner Woods found a bunker at 18 and
missed an eight-foot par putt, taking his fourth bogey to

shoot 68 and share 10th on 203. “It was frustrating
because I played better than what my score indicates,”
Woods said. “I figured I had to get to 10-under and wasn’t
able to do it. Those four bogeys kind of ruined it.”
Tournament host Woods, who hadn’t played in the event
since 2015 due to back pain, is still contending for the first
time since sharing second at Innisbrook and fifth at Bay
Hill in March.

“I’m going to have to shoot a low round to try to give
myself a chance,” said Woods. “I would hope that it would
be drier because it gives me a little better chance.”
Everyone could face lightning-fast greens yesterday as
sweltering heat is expected to continue.

“I don’t have a problem with my strength and my
endurance,” Woods said. “It’s just a matter of keeping
focus out here in this heat.” Woods, whose 79 career US
PGA victories are three shy of Sam Snead’s all-time
record, has not won a title since the 2013 WGC
Bridgestone Invitational-a drought of 1,791 days in which
114 different rivals have taken victories.

If Ancer can make it 115, the $1.2 million top prize will
eclipse his career $947,637 US PGA prize money.

World number 203 Ancer struggled in his 2016 rookie
PGA season and lost his tour spot, but regained it for this
season and shared eighth at Houston for his top PGA fin-

ish. “It feels great. I played awesome,” Ancer said. “I didn’t
really make any mistakes, made some putts, kept the ball in
front of me. I tried to make as many birdies as I could
without making any mistakes.”

Molinari closed with back-to-back birdies to shoot 65
and share the lead, two strokes ahead of Americans Ryan
Armour and Zac Blair on 199 with Andrew Landry on 200
and Kevin Streelman, who set the course record Friday,
sixth on 201. Woods, 42, is competing at Potomac for the
first time. He won the National in 2009 and 2012 at nearby
Congressional Country Club. Woods opened with a bogey,
finding deep rough on his first two shots, then rescued par
from bunkers at the second and third, praising his new
mallet putter. “It turned everything around making that par
at three,” Woods said. “I just got rolling after that. I felt
good all week with my putter.” Woods began his birdie
barrage with seven-footers at the fourth and fifth, sank a
12-footer at six and made an eight-foot putt at seven to
reach 8-under, one off the lead.

Another stumble came at the par-4 eighth as Woods
found deep left rough and blasted beyond a cart path
behind the green on the way to bogey. Woods responded,
however, with a dramatic 25-foot birdie putt at the par-3
ninth, giving a double fist pump of satisfaction as the
crowd erupted in cheers.—AFP
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PARIS: This file photo taken on July 23, 2017 shows Great Britain’s Christopher
Froome (C) wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey flashing victory sign next to
Spain’s Mikel Landa during the 103 km twenty-first and last stage of the 104th edi-
tion of the Tour de France. Chris Froome’s Tour de France 2018 participation thrown
into doubt after Tour’s owners ‘block him from competing’ yesterday. —AFP


