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Faid had earlier been released from a 10-year stint
behind bars after convincing parole officers that he
regretted his criminal past and was determined to start
afresh. Police nicknamed him “The Author” for two
books he co-wrote about his delinquent youth. Faid,
who has a cult following in the tough immigrant sub-
urbs outside Paris where he grew up, has made several

television appearances.
At a Paris film festival in April 2009, Faid

approached Michael Mann, director of the 1995 gang-
ster film “Heat” starring Al Pacino and Robert Niro,
telling him: “You were my technical adviser.” He wrote
that he had watched the film dozens of times to perfect
his bank-robbing prowess. 

One of his prison supervisors said that Faid had nev-
er had any conflict with staff, “but we must always be
wary”. “In the corner of his mind, he never lost the idea
of escaping. Behind all his manners-he is very polite-he
always hid his game,” the supervisor said. Delabroye,
the prison union rep, said the yard where the helicopter
landed is the only area not equipped with anti-aircraft
netting because inmates never use it-”except to leave
the prison”. — AFP 
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Aden on Wednesday and is reported to be pushing
for the Houthis to cede control of Hodeida to the United
Nations. The rebels have said they may be willing to
share control of Hodeida’s port with the UN but say
their forces must remain in the docks and the rest of the
Red Sea city.

The Houthis have controlled Hodeida and its port
since 2014, when they also drove the Hadi government
out of the capital and seized large swathes of northern
Yemen. On June 13, the UAE and its allies, including
Saudi Arabia, launched a massive military operation-
dubbed “Golden Victory”-to drive the rebels out of the
port. Pro-government forces managed to seize control
of Hodeida’s airport in mid-June after days of heavy
fighting but did not immediately push forward into the
city, home to some 600,000 people and about 150
kilometers west of Sanaa.

The fighting has claimed 429 lives, according to mili-
tary and medical sources. There are no confirmations of
civilian casualties, although the UN has documented
thousands of residents fleeing combat zones. Gargash
said the operation has succeeded in “forcing the Houthis
to make concessions”, but it remained to be seen
“whether the Houthis are engaging seriously with this
process or using it as a tactic to buy time”. “Failing these
patient efforts, we believe that continued military pres-
sure will ultimately bring the liberation of Hodeida and
force the Houthis to engage seriously in negotiations.”

Analysts have ruled out major concessions by the

rebels in Hodeida without talks on the rest of Yemen’s
territory. “The Houthis will not make concessions
unless they are guaranteed the upper hand in central
and northern Yemen,” said Yemeni analyst Najib
Ghallab. The regional pro-government alliance yester-
day accused the Houthis of “holding hostage” ships
docked in the Hodeida port. Riyadh and its allies earli-
er imposed a major blockade on the port after a series
of rebel missiles were fired from Yemen into Saudi
Arabia. The coalition accuses Iran of smuggling
weapons to the Houthis through the Hodeida port, a
charge Tehran denies.

Griffiths was in the tiny Gulf sultanate of Oman on
Thursday, where he met top rebel  negotiator
Mohammed Abdulsalam, UN radio reported. Griffiths
spoke of progress on the radio and said a proposal
to grant the UN a major role in managing the
Hodeida port was being studied. Both the UAE and
the Hadi government have held firm to their refusal of
anything short of a full withdrawal of the Houthi
rebels from Hodeida. 

The UN has not publicly commented on Griffiths’
talks on the Hodeida conflict. A source close to the
Yemeni president said Griffiths was expected to return
to Aden, where the Hadi government is temporarily
based, for another round of talks. Some 70 percent of
imports to Yemen, where eight million people face
imminent famine, flow through the port of Hodeida.
Nearly 10,000 people have died in the Yemen war
since 2015, when Saudi Arabia and its allies joined the
government’s fight against the Houthis. The United
Nations has called Yemen the world’s largest humani-
tarian crisis. — AFP 
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Jahangiri’s remarks came a day after Trump said that
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman had agreed to his request
to ramp up oil production.  “Just spoke to King Salman
of Saudi Arabia and explained to him that, because of
the turmoil & dysfunction in Iran and Venezuela, I am
asking that Saudi Arabia increase oil production, maybe
up to 2,000,000 barrels, to make up the difference,”
Trump said in a tweet on Saturday.

“Prices too high! He has agreed!,” Trump added.
Jahangiri said it was not that “simple”. “They’re beg-
ging the Saudis to raise their output so that if Iran’s
quota decreases nothing will happen to the markets,”
said Jahangiri.  “In this battle, any country that tries to
take Iran’s place on the oil market will be guilty of trea-
son against Iran... and surely one day it will pay the
price of this treason,” he said.

The official Saudi Press Agency confirmed a phone
call between Trump and Salman about oil, but men-
tioned no specifics and the White House later struck a
more cautious tone, saying in a statement the two lead-

ers had “reaffirmed their dedication to a healthy and
stable global energy market”. Tehran and Riyadh are
members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries, a cartel that manages supply to the global
market via production quotas so as to keep prices in
member states’ favor.

Iran and Saudi Arabia broke off diplomatic relations
in 2016 and are locked in several proxy wars in the
Middle East, including in Yemen.  OPEC members
agreed on June 22 to increase collective production by
around one million barrels per day, in a context where
oil prices have approximately doubled from a 2016 low.
But members did not reach a decision “to assign any
allocated production level of any member to others”,
Iran’s oil minister Bijan Zangeneh said in a letter
addressed to the oil cartel published by the ministry’s
Shana news agency.  

Without naming Saudi Arabia, Zangeneh wrote “any
increase” in production by any member state “beyond
commitments stipulated in OPEC’s decisions ... would
constitute (a) breach of the agreement.” The letter calls
on the president of OPEC to “remind” member states to
“adhere to their commitments ... and refrain from any
unilateral measures undermining the unity and inde-
pendence” of OPEC. Iran possesses the second-largest
gas reserves on the planet, after Russia, and the fourth-
largest oil supplies, while Saudi Arabia is the world’s
biggest oil exporter. — AFP 

Iran vows to foil 
US bid to block...

MOSCOW: Spain’s defender Sergio Ramos (center) falls as Russia’s defender Sergey Ignashevich (left) scores an own goal during the Russia 2018 World Cup round of 16 football match between Spain and Russia at the Luzhniki
Stadium yesterday. — AFP (See Page 28)

AMMAN: Jordan stepped in to try to avert further vio-
lence and stem another wave of displacement across its
border with Syria yesterday, mediating new talks
between rebels and the Syrian government’s main ally
Russia for a truce in the southwest. Talks on Saturday
broke down as the army seized more ground in its offen-
sive, with insurgent lines in some areas collapsing, and a
string of towns and villages accepting the return of gov-
ernment rule after intense bombardment. 

Discussions yesterday were difficult, said diplomatic
sources familiar with the talks. Opposition negotiators
said they would only accept a deal that made Jordan a
guarantor for the safety of Deraa province’s 800,000
civilians and added that continued air strikes during the
talks undermined trust in the process. 

Fighting and bombardment had calmed overnight, the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said, but reignited
yesterday around Tafas, northwest of Deraa, along with
heavy air attacks. Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad’s
offensive in the southwest aims to reclaim one of two
remaining rebel strongholds in Syria, the other being
Idlib and adjacent areas in the northwest. Assad’s forces
captured the last enclaves near Damascus and Homs ear-
lier this year. 

Southwest Syria is a “de-escalation zone” of reduced
warfare and bombardment agreed by Russia, Jordan and
the United States last year. Washington warned it would
respond to violations of this agreement, but has done
nothing so far. Last week, rebels said the United States
had told them not to expect any American military sup-
port. The opposition’s chief negotiator in wider UN
peace talks, Nasr al-Hariri, last week accused the United
States of complicity in Assad’s southwest offensive, say-
ing American silence could only be explained by “a mali-
cious deal”. 

Peace talks in the town of Bosra al-Sham, home to a
UNESCO world heritage site, failed on Saturday when
insurgents rejected Russian terms for their surrender, but
began again yesterday under the auspices of Jordan,
rebel spokesman Ibrahim Al-Jabawi said. A military
media unit run by the government’s Lebanese ally
Hezbollah, and a Syrian state television correspondent

said rebels in Bosra Al-Sham had agreed to come back
under government rule and were starting to surrender
their weapons.

Jordan’s Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi said the king-
dom was engaged in intensive diplomacy with all parties
in the conflict to help broker a ceasefire that would ease
the plight of displaced civilians. “We are moving in all
directions and with all the parties to bring a ceasefire and
protect civilians,” he said in a Tweet on Saturday. “The
Russian insistence on attempting to impose conditions,
their unreadiness to stop the air strikes during negotia-
tions, all this gives us more reason for lack of trust and
justified fear,” said Adnan Masalmeh, a coordinator of an
opposition committee steering the negotiators. 

Air strikes have pounded the region since the offen-
sive ramped up two weeks ago, causing at least 160,000
people to flee their homes, according to the United
Nations.  On Saturday at least ten civilians were killed
when bombs were dropped on the rebel-held village of
Ghasam, relief workers said. The Observatory says more
than 100 civilians have been killed since an escalation in
fighting on June 19. Many who fled have sought refuge
along the borders with Jordan and the Israeli-occupied
Golan Heights. Both Jordan, which already hosts more
than half a million Syrian refugees, and Israel, have said
their borders will stay shut. Both countries’ militaries
have distributed aid supplies to people seeking shelter
near the borders. 

Yesterday, Israel also said it had deployed more tanks
and artillery to the Syrian front as a precaution because
of the fighting there. An Israeli army commander told
Reuters that it was hard to quantify how many people
had sought shelter in the area immediately across the
border, but that it was in the thousands and there were
hundreds more arriving each day. Southwest Syria was
an early hotbed of the uprising against Assad in 2011
that morphed into the seven-year conflict that has cost
over half a million lives and pushed half the country’s
pre-war population from their homes. 

Until Assad’s offensive began this month, its front
lines had been mostly stable. However, the army has
now taken much of the eastern side of the rebel territo-
ry there and forced two large towns on the western
side, Dael and Ibta, to accept deals to come back under
state rule. That pattern of local groups in towns and vil-
lages agreeing deals with the government independent-
ly of the main rebel factions has been repeated in loca-
tions across the southwest. Yesterday, the army entered
the areas of Al-Musayfra, Kuheil and Al-Sahwa after
striking agreements with their inhabitants, the
Observatory said.— Reuters

Jordan trying to
avert border crisis;
Syrian army gains

WASHINGTON: Reports that North Korea intends to
secretly maintain some of its nuclear stockpile and pro-
duction facilities raised questions yesterday about
President Donald Trump’s insistence that the North was
“no longer a nuclear threat,” after his historic summit in
Singapore. The Washington Post cited four unnamed US
officials who, it said, had seen or been briefed on new
intelligence findings that point to preparations for deceiv-
ing the United States.

The Post’s report came after NBC News said the North
has been increasing nuclear weapons fuel production. The
reports followed Trump’s boast that the summit denu-
clearization pledge made by North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un had effectively ended the North’s nuclear threat,
after months of inflammatory language from both sides. 

The Post said the evidence of North Korean cheating
had emerged since the June 12 summit, where Kim and

Trump signed a pledge “to work towards complete denu-
clearization of the Korean Peninsula.” The stock phrase
failed to clearly define denuclearization or produce a spe-
cific timeline towards dismantling the North’s atomic
weapons arsenal.  It also stopped short of longstanding US
demands for North Korea to give up its atomic arsenal in a
“verifiable” and “irreversible” way.  

Yesterday, Trump was stuck by his confidence in the
North’s efforts.  “I think they’re very serious about it,”
Trump said during an interview on Fox News’ “Sunday
Morning Futures.” Asked how he could trust Kim’s vow to
denuclearize, Trump replied: “We had great chemistry. I
made a deal with him. I shook hands with him. I really
believe he means it.” The interview was broadcasted yes-
terday but taped late in the week, before the reports of
North Korean cheating emerged publicly. 

“We gave nothing. What we are going to give is good
things in the future,” the president said. His National
Security Advisor, John Bolton, insisted yesterday that the
administration was fully aware of North Korea’s history of
deception and was not entering the denuclearization talks
naively. “There’s not any starry-eyed feeling among the
group doing this,” Bolton said on CBS’s “Face the Nation.”
Separately, he told “Fox News Sunday” that “we are using
the full range of our capabilities to understand what North
Korea is doing.”— AFP 
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