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News in brief

Japan eases missile alert system 

TOKYO: Japan has lowered its military readiness
level  against  North Korean missi les as
Washington embarks on delicate nuclear negotia-
tions with Pyongyang, a report said yesterday,
citing multiple unnamed sources close to the mat-
ter. The report came as Japan finds itself under
pressure to soften its hardline stance against
Pyongyang fol lowing US President Donald
Trump’s landmark summit with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un last month. Japan’s Self
Defense Forces on Friday dropped their program
to always deploy Aegis warships in the Sea of
Japan (East Sea) that detect and intercept incom-
ing missiles, the Asahi Shimbun reported.—AFP 

Cyclone barrels toward Japan

TOKYO: Okinawa residents braced for large
waves and violent winds yesterday after weather
author i t ies  warned of  a  f ierce  cyc lone
approaching the southern Japanese is land.
Typhoon Prapiroon was closed in on Okinawa’s
capital Naha yesterday afternoon while packing
gusts of up to 144 kilometers per hour, accord-
ing to the Japan Meteorological Agency. It was
expected to draw close to the Okinawa island
yesterday night through to the next morning
before veering towards southwestern Japan and
the Korean peninsula, the agency said. Large
storms regularly strike Japan over summer and
early autumn, often causing fatal landslides and
flooding.—AFP 

Four killed in Nigerian camp

KANO, Nigeria: Boko Haram jihadists killed four
people during a raid on a camp for civilians dis-
placed by the Islamist group’s violent insurgency
in Nigeria’s troubled northeast, security sources
said Saturday. The gunmen entered the camp in
the town of Banki near the border with Cameroon
on bicycles and on foot Friday night and opened
fire. “Boko Haram terrorists entered Banki IDP
(internally displaced people) camp last night and
killed four people, injured four others and took
supplies away with them,” a military officer in the
town said. —AFP 

Three Afghans beheaded 

JALALABAD, Afghanistan: Unidentified gunmen
beheaded three men and torched a boys’ school in
Nangarhar province in eastern Afghanistan late
on Saturday, in an attack officials blamed on
Islamic State militants. “They brutally beheaded
three attendants and set fire to the school build-
ing,” Mohammad Asif Shinwari, spokesman for the
education department said, adding that the
administrative offices and the school library were
completely burnt. So far no group has claimed
responsibility for the attack, which came after
warnings from Islamic State last month of attacks
on schools in Nangarhar, on the border with
Pakistan, where the militants have established
their main stronghold. —Reuters

COMMERCE CITY, United States: When Donald Trump proposed
arming teachers to deter school shooters, the overwhelming
response from educators was horror. Yet teachers in Colorado are
taking action to carry concealed guns to school. The non-profit
group FASTER, set up after 20 small children were killed in 2012 at
Sandy Hook Elementary School, has trained more than 1,300 US
school staff, mostly in Ohio, on how to use a handgun in the event of
a school shooting.

Sixty-three of them have been trained in Colorado, home to the
1999 Columbine High School shooting. The swing state has a
Democratic governor and both a Democrat and a Republican in the
US Senate. “I think it’s scary to people to bring a weapon into
school,” conceded Katie, a first-grade teacher in Jefferson County,
west of state capital Denver, who declined to give her second name.
“They just see the bad side, not the
positive side of how guns can save
people,” the 27-year-old said. She
was a student this week at the
three-day, $1,000 course in
Commerce City outside Denver.

The United States is the only
developed country in the world
that suffers relentless school
shootings with roughly one a
week, according to Everytown for
Gun Safety, a group working to
restrict firearms. America’s gun
violence epidemic kills around
33,000 people each year. More than 214,000 students have experi-
enced a school shooting in the United States since 1999, according
to a Washington Post database. 

As shootings multiply and Congress remains paralyzed, FASTER
saw an uptick in business, even before President Donald Trump sup-
ported arming teachers in the wake of a Valentine’s Day massacre in
Florida. “I had to add four additional classes to our schedule to meet
demand this year, but I don’t think it was related to Trump,” Ohio
director Joe Eaton said. This week, 24 Colorado school staff, includ-
ing principals, teachers and pastors, attended a three-day training
led by four active duty law enforcement officers.

Rural areas 
Colorado law prevents anyone from carrying weapons onto

school grounds with the exception of school resource officers-law
enforcement responsible for safety in schools-and security guards.
Many on the course are prohibited from being armed at school, but
hope their training will help their districts change their minds. The
curriculum includes handgun basics, range shooting, casualty care
tactics and roleplaying with an active shooter and simulated fire.

“I will definitely talk to my principal and security,” said high
school physics teacher John MacFarlane, 40, seeing weaknesses in
his district’s security protocol after the exercise. Wayne, a facilities
manager at a rural primary and high school, said his district esti-
mates it would take 20 to 25 minutes for law enforcement to respond
to an incident at the school, which has no SRO. It took just 7.5 min-

utes for two teenage boys to kill
their Columbine classmates in the
library, where survivor Evan Todd
told the class he was hiding.
Twelve students and a teacher
died in the 1999 shooting in
Littleton, Colorado.

Todd, 35, said he “absolutely”
believes there would have been
fewer deaths if teachers had been
allowed to carry a gun. But there
are plenty of critics. “I do under-
stand how it can be a tougher
issue in our very rural areas,” said

Tom Mauser, spokesman for Colorado Ceasefire, a political action
committee that advocates for stricter gun laws. “Teachers should be
teachers, not SWAT members.”Mauser’s 15-year-old son, Daniel
Mauser, died at Columbine.

Ominous thing   
By the end of the course, 21 of the 24 participants met the

Colorado Peace Officer Standards and Training requirements in
handgun proficiency, the same level for police officers who graduate
from the academy. Staff who receive POST qualification could be
considered by their school districts to be security guards in order to

legally carry concealed guns on school premises. FASTER encour-
ages schools to announce that they have armed staff as a deterrent
for would-be shooters. Students themselves are divided. 

“I think it would be a very smart thing so you don’t have to wait
and fear for your life,” said Alex Easton, 14, from Aurora, Colorado.
Andre Fouque, 16, from Louisville, Colorado, was more skeptical.
“Would police be able to differentiate who had the gun? The

teacher would be the first person to get shot. We should leave that
to the police,” he said. FASTER is trying to schedule classes in
Indiana and Wyoming, and see if there is enough demand to hold
classes in New York state next year. “The more people talking about
it, taking classes and carrying and getting approval from districts,
the more it won’t be a scary, ominous thing,” said Katie, the first-
grade teacher.—AFP

Colorado law prevents from carrying weapons onto school grounds

US teachers quietly train 
to carry guns into school

Pantheon burial 
honors French
rights icon
Simone Veil
PARIS: Thousands of people gathered in
Paris yesterday to pay their final
respects to Holocaust survivor and
women’s rights icon Simone Veil as she
was given the rare honour of burial at
the Pantheon a year and a day after she
died. Veil’s death at the age of 89
prompted an outpouring of emotion as
she had long been considered one of
France’s most popular and trusted public
figures.

The Pantheon in the heart of Paris
houses the remains of many great French
figures, including Voltaire, Victor Hugo
and Emile Zola.  But she is only the fifth
woman to be buried there, being laid to
rest alongside her husband Antoine, a
high-ranking civil servant who died in
2013. Their two coffins were escorted by
Republican Guards through Paris from
the Holocaust Memorial where they had
stood for 48 hours to allow the public to
pay their last respects.

The coffins were then placed on
funeral biers before carried by pall-
bearers on a blue carpet leading to the
Pantheon. Among the crowds were many

women wearing T-shirts with the slogan:
“Thank you Simone.” “She broke every
glass ceiling, in terms of women in socie-
ty, but also that of (France’s role in) the
extermination of the Jews: it was taboo,”
said Bernard Greensfeld, one of those
standing outside the Holocaust memorial.
“She’s not going into the Pantheon as a
Holocaust victim but as someone who
overcame this horror and that’s why she’s
in people’s hearts,” he told AFP. 

The fifth woman    
Simone Veil was 16 when she was

deported along with family members in
1944 to Auschwitz. Her mother, father
and brother were killed in the Holocaust.
After her return she became a resolute
advocate of women’s rights as well as
European reconciliation, securing her
biggest political victory in 1974 by con-
vincing the French parliament to legalize
abortion despite fierce opposition. She
also became the first elected president
of the European Parliament in 1979, a
post she held for three years.

The move to have Veil’s remains
transferred to the Pantheon began imme-
diately after her death on June 30, 2017,
with two petitions quickly gaining hun-
dreds of thousands of signatures.  Until
now, only four women have been
interred there: scientist Marie Curie,
Sophie Berthelot, who was buried along-
side her chemist husband Marcellin
Berthelot and two resistance fighters
Genevieve de Gaulle-Anthonioz and
Germaine Tillion.

A national decision 
As the sun beat  down, a  large

crowd gathered for the ceremony
which was attended by members of
her family, and a host of politicians
and dignitaries, among them the for-
mer presidents Francois Hollande and
Nicolas Sarkozy. At the ceremony,
President Emmanuel Macron said the
decision to bury her in the Pantheon
was a decision taken by the entire
nation. “It is... what all French people
wanted,” he said.  “With Simone Veil,

all the women that have made France
are here.”

The transfer of Veil’s remains had
began on Friday, when the couple’s
cof f ins  were exhumed from the
Montparnasse cemetery and brought
to the crypt of the French Holocaust
Memorial in central Paris, which she
helped found. After Macron’s address,
the two coffins were transferred into
the Pantheon where the coffins will lie
in state until Monday, with admission
free until July 8. —AFP

PARIS: France’s President Emmanuel Macron holds a moment of silence as he pays his
respects by the coffin of former French politician and Holocaust survivor Simone Veil dur-
ing the burial ceremony at the Pantheon in Paris. —AFP

Moment of truth
for Merkel as
rebels weigh 
migration deals
BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel
was fighting for her political future looking to
placate conservative rebels over immigration
with a hard-fought European deal even as
eastern EU states called it into doubt.
Merkel’s centre-right CDU party and its con-
servative Bavarian CSU allies are holding
separate meetings to weigh the results of last
week’s EU summit, which agreed collective
measures by the bloc’s 28 members to reduce
immigration.

Merkel hopes the deals with Germany’s
neighbors will deter Interior Minister and CSU
leader Horst Seehofer from defying her by
turning away at the border asylum seekers
already registered in other EU nations. The uni-
lateral move would force her to fire him, in turn
prompting a CSU walkout that would cost her
majority in parliament. According to a docu-
ment sent to coalition partners, Merkel sought
to assuage the hardliners with deals with 16
other countries to return already-registered
migrants if they reached Germany.

The German leader, who has been in office
since 2005, has warned that the issue of migra-
tion could decide the very future of the EU
itself. The EU and bilateral deals were “only
possible because the chancellor enjoys respect
and authority throughout Europe,” Germany’s

EU Commissioner and CDU politician
Guenther Oettinger said in an interview with
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung
weekly. “That is very valuable for Germany, no-
one should destroy it.” 

But there were signs of some of the deals
unravelling, as three central European nations-
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic-
denied they had agreed to accept returned
migrants. “Given the different statements from
some EU member countries, one can doubt
whether all of the decisions at the EU Council
will become reality,” head of the CSU parlia-
mentary group Alexander Dobrindt told Bild
am Sonntag newspaper. Leaders and MPs from
the Bavarian party will meet in Munich to
decide their response, while Merkel and her top
lieutenants will gather in Berlin.

Admissions centers 
EU leaders agreed Friday to consider

setting up “disembarkation platforms” out-
side the EU, most likely in North Africa, in
a bid to discourage migrants and refugees
boarding EU-bound smuggler boats .
Member countries could also create pro-
cessing centers to determine whether the
new arrivals are returned home as econom-
ic migrants or admitted as refugees in will-
ing states.

At the national level, Merkel also proposes
that migrants arriving in Germany who first
registered in another EU country should be
placed in special “admissions centers” under
restrictive conditions, according to a docu-
ment she sent to the CSU and coalition part-
ners the Social Democratic Party (SPD).
“There will be a residency obligation rein-
forced with sanctions,” the document states. It
says asylum applications in Germany between

January and May this year were 20 percent
lower than the same period in 2017.

Merkel told reporters on Friday that the EU
and bilateral deals were “more than equivalent
in their effect” to Seehofer’s demands. The
CSU’s Bavarian state premier Markus Soeder
said at a political meeting on Saturday: “Of
course what has been achieved in Brussels is
more than we originally thought.” Seehofer has
yet to respond in public to the Brussels summit.
But he and Merkel were spotted Saturday dis-
cussing the outcome with tense faces on the
balcony of her Berlin office.

Merkel-bashing   
The chancellor’s frantic last-minute diplo-

macy was ultimately prompted by the CSU’s
fear of losing its cherished absolute majority in
Bavaria’s state parliament. The “Free State” with
its beer-and-lederhosen Alpine traditions, pow-
erful industries and impenetrable dialect has a
more conservative bent than other German
regions. But the CSU and CDU together form a
centre-right force that has dominated national
politics for decades. Political stability was upset
by Merkel’s 2015 decision to keep borders
open to migrants and refugees arriving in
Bavaria from the Middle East via the Balkans,
Hungary and Austria. Since then, more than one
million people have arrived in Germany, while
Merkel’s governments have repeatedly tight-
ened immigration and asylum laws. —AFP

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel leaves the German public television ZDF after
recording the traditional ‘summer interview’ in Berlin, prior to a leadership meeting of her
centre-right CDU party. —AFP

Scary to bring
a weapon 

into school

COMMERCE CITY: In this file photo school teachers and administrators participate in an Airsoft mock
active shooter drill during a three day firearms course sponsored by FASTER Colorado at Flatrock
Training Center in Commerce City, Colorado. —AFP


