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SNIPPETS

SAMARA: Criticised for being selfish, profligate
and over-dramatic, Neymar has struggled to such
an extent at this World Cup that another flop in
the knockout stage, start ing against Mexico
tomorrow, might have terminal consequences for
Brazi l .  While his supporters regale his past
exploits and point to the foot injury he suffered in
February that kept him out of the game until June
and left him short on match fitness, his detractors
are starting to make themselves heard.

After three underwhelming performances,
where his errors appeared to be those of a man
trying to hog the limelight rather than play himself
back to form and help his team, questions about
his role in the side have become increasingly audi-
ble. According to FIFA, the world’s most expensive
player after costing Paris St Germain 222 million
euros ($259 million) last year, has attempted more
dribbles than anyone else in Russia with 42, a star-
tling 14 more than nearest rival Lionel Messi.

Yet one of the more frustrating things about
watching Brazil’s group games was the futility and
persistence of Neymar’s efforts to take players on
and, unsurprisingly, the statistics paint a dismal
picture of his performance.

Neymar has given the ball away 84 times at this
tournament, which after Brazil’s 2-0 victory over
Serbia in their final group stage encounter, was 22
occasions more than any other player, according
to Opta.

If the other parts of his game were all still razor
sharp, he may be forgiven some occasional profli-
gacy on the ball. Yet his wastefulness in front of
goal is probably just as worrying for Brazil coach
Tite as Brazil head into the knockout stages. The
26-year-old has had 18 ‘goal  opportunit ies’ ,
according to FIFA, more than anyone else at the
tournament, and yet scored once. Portugal ’s
Cristiano Ronaldo has had 10 and scored four.

Yet the finals have also been characterised by
Neymar’s emotional volatility-he broke down and
wept after the 2-0 win over Costa Rica-and a ten-

dency to go down under the slightest contact. The
forward has spent so much time on the turf that
one bar in Rio was offering a round of shots for
every Neymar fall in the game against Serbia. The
punters were no doubt delighted when, after one
challenge from Serbia’s Adem Ljajic, Neymar
rolled on the ground a full 4-1/2 times before
coming to a stop, much to the amusement and dis-

dain of the watching millions. 
Perhaps, as Tite suggests, he is feeling the

weight of shouldering the hopes of the world’s
most expectant football nation. Yet his struggles
have nonetheless left fans and pundits wondering
whether on current form he is a help or a hin-
drance to a Brazi l  s ide with numerous other
‘Galacticos’. —Reuters

Help or hindrance? Neymar’s 
Brazil form under scrutiny

Neymar has given the ball away 84 times at this tournament

This combination of pictures created yesterday shows Brazil’s forward Neymar (L) during the Russia
2018 World Cup Group E football match between Serbia and Brazil. And Mexico’s forward Javier
Hernandez during the Russia 2018 World Cup Group F football match. Brazil will face Mexico on July
2, 2018 for their round of 16 match. — AFP

MOSCOW: In the sweat and heat of Nikolskaya
Street, men hug and pose for photographs with
smiling women amused by their coloured wigs and
horned Viking helmets.

The strip of bars and shops a few hundred
yards from the Kremlin is a feast of beer and mirth
for football fans visiting Moscow for the World
Cup. It is also where Mariana Zacarias was sexual-
ly harassed while doing her job. Like numerous
other female journalists, she has been groped and
kissed while covering the tournament.

With more women watching and working in
football than ever before, stories like hers have
drawn outraged reactions on social media, thrust-
ing the problem of sexism and harassment into the
spotlight at the world’s biggest sporting event.

A man in a white T-shirt grabbed Zacarias’s
head in both hands and forced his mouth onto her
face as she struggled, microphone in hand, in front
of the camera. She published the video online in a
report for Mexican sports website Medio Tiempo.

During another broadcast, a passing man
slapped her bottom. On a third occasion, another
man grabbed hold of her.

“It is unpleasant and offensive and it shouldn’t
happen,” she told AFP. “We are doing our job and
you deserve respect, whether you are a man or a
woman.” A string of clips published online have
shown fans kissing and groping reporters or
singing obscene or insulting songs at female fans.

At least two female AFP journalists have been
harassed by fans while covering the World Cup.
One of them was groped and thrown in the air by

fans celebrating a goal. In Nikolskaya Street on
one match night, AFP caught on film the moment a
man grabbed and kissed Russian television
reporter Yulia Shatilova.

“It has turned into a sort of entertainment, a
kind of game, especially with female reporters,”
she said afterwards. “It’s rather embarrassing what
is happening here, especially at night.”

Women journalists say they often hear men
telling them they know nothing about the beautiful
game. But more women appear to be watching and
working in football than ever before, bringing the
issue of sexism to the fore.

A FIFA survey of television viewing figures
across 25 key markets during the 2014 World Cup
indicated that nearly 40 percent of viewers were
female. The London-based network Fare, which
campaigns against discrimination in sport, named
44 female broadcasters involved in frontline
broadcasting at the World Cup and said there
were known to be “many more”.

“From the number of women involved in leader-
ship, the storylines of TV advertising, the constant
TV close-ups of attractive women in the crowd, to
the number of female toilets inside stadiums-the
role of women is passive, often as objects of
adornment,” Fare said in a blog.

But “there is another story to this World Cup.
One that sees the spaces for women to make their
mark growing,” it added. “For the first time in the
history of the tournament the general secretary of
FIFA is a woman,” Fatma Samoura of Senegal.

She herself called in a tweet this week for
women professionals at the tournament to be
respected. Less than a year ago the Harvey
Weinstein scandal forced sexual assault out into
the open in the film industry and sparked the “Me
too” movement to denounce such abuses online.

Though this month’s harassment cases have
involved fans rather than officials, some are won-
dering whether this World Cup will be a kind of
#MeToo moment for football.

“MeToo is a revolution in which people can
speak out to put an end to harassment in all
areas,” said Zacarias.

“In the case of the World Cup and what hap-
pened to me-that is part of the MeToo movement
too.” Russian activist Alena Popova launched a
petition against fans who were filmed singing sex-
ist chants. “This is not about ‘Me Too’. This is
about a more serious campaign for basic rights
and personal boundaries for everyone, regardless
of gender,” she told AFP.

“It is good that an international dialogue about
this has started, thanks to the World Cup.”

Some fans who travelled to Russia said the
online uproar about harassment did not do justice
to the friendly atmosphere at the World Cup.

“I don’t understand it. I don’t feel that (tension)
when I go to the stadiums,” said Adriana Coelho,
39, visiting from Rio de Janeiro, after posing for
photos with Russian families on Moscow’s Red
Square. In such a convivial setting, some see the
World Cup as an opportunity to change attitudes.

“I have been a football fan all my life,” said
Fernanda Flores, 31, a publicist from Mexico City,
standing in the sunshine on Red Square.

“We know that at the World Cup it is mostly
men. But in Mexico there are more and more
women watching football... An event like this is for
both sexes.” — AFP

It’s a man’s game? 
WCup women fight 
groping, sexism

REPINO: England midfielder Dele Alli is backing
striker Harry Kane to get the better of their
Tottenham Hotspur team mate Davinson Sanchez
in the last 16 clash against Colombia on Tuesday.
Central defender Sanchez will be directly up
against the England captain and, while Alli was
reluctant to discuss the few areas in which the for-
mer Ajax Amsterdam player can be exposed, he
believes Kane will come out on top.

“I think he (Sanchez) is a great player, I don’t

think any player is perfect, we know things, we
know how he plays and he has a lot of strengths.
We’re going to look to do as well as we can to
exploit his very few weaknesses,” he told a news
conference yesterday. The 22-year-old Sanchez
has just completed his first season in the Premier
League after joining Spurs in a 42 million pounds
($55.48 million) deal from Ajax and Alli said he
had been hugely impressed with the Colombian’s
performances.

“He’s really impressed me since he has come in
- he is a great player, he is physical, he is strong,
he is good on the ball,” he said. “Davinson is a
great player, he is a great guy as well. It’s hard not
to support him but as players there are no friends
on the pitch, you have to go out and do your job
and hopefully Harry comes out on top,” added Alli.

The midfielder is now back to full fitness and in
contention to regain his starting place in Gareth
Southgate’s lineup. Alli missed England’s second
Group G game against Tunisia with a thigh injury
and sat out the 1-0 loss to Belgium in their final

match in the section.
He said that talk of England losing momentum

by playing a second-string side in that defeat was
wide of the mark. “We’ve come here with a big
squad and everyone is fighting for their place. It
was a great opportunity and I think the boys have
done well,” he said.

“I don’t think we lost any momentum. We’re all
fighting, we’re all raring to go and we’re all looking
forward to the next game,” he added. The 22-year-
old thought viewing England’s position in what is
seen as the easier half of the draw was a trap they
could not fall into. Sweden or Switzerland await in
the quarter-finals. “I think it’s very dangerous. We
have to approach every game like we’re playing
the best team in the world,” he said. “These are
top sides. No international game is easy. For us,
we’re not focusing on the next game (after
Colombia), we’ve got to get through against
Colombia. “They are a dangerous side and we
have got to get through that and not look into the
future,” he said. — Reuters

England’s Alli 
backs Kane to get
better of team 
mate Sanchez
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