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New York Yankees crush Red Sox
8-1, take first game of crucial series

Jason, Ben and Kyle homers to lead Chicago to victory over Minnesota
NEW YORK: CC Sabathia pitched seven effective innings
and Greg Bird hit a pair of solo homers as the New York
Yankees opened a three-game series against the Boston
Red Sox with an 8-1 victory Friday night at Yankee
Stadium. In front of the Yankees’ 12th sellout crowd of
47,120 and largest crowd of the season, Sabathia (5-3)
allowed one run on six hits and completed seven innings
for the fourth time this season. He struck out five and
walked one. Bird recorded his second career multi-homer
game and first since Aug. 19, 2015, by homering in the
fourth off Eduardo Rodriguez
(9-3) and off Justin Haley in the
eighth. Rookie Miguel Andujar
drove in three runs with an RBI
single and a two-run homer as
the Yankees improved to 4-3 in
the season series with Boston.
The Red Sox snapped a four-
game win streak and lost for
just the second time in their last
eight games.

NATIONALS 17, PHILLIES 7
Bryce Harper, Anthony

Rendon and Juan Soto each hit three-run home runs, and
Washington snapped a three-game losing streak in a rout
at Philadelphia. The Nationals hit seven home runs, three
coming in the first two innings off Philadelphia starter Nick
Pivetta (4-7. Trea Turner and Soto each hit two-run
homers in the first inning, and Rendon followed in the sec-
ond inning with his 10th home run of the season to give
Washington a commanding 7-0 lead. Washington’s lead
grew to 10-0 on a three-run home run by Harper in the
fourth inning. It was Harper’s 20th of the season. He now
has six seasons with at least 20 home runs, putting him one
behind Ryan Zimmerman and Andre Dawson for the most
in franchise history (Montreal and Washington).

CUBS 10, TWINS 6
Addison Russell hit a wind-blown grand slam, and

Jason Heyward, Ben Zobrist and Kyle Schwarber also
homered to lead Chicago to victory over visiting
Minnesota. Heyward had two hits, scored three runs and
drove in two more, and center fielder Albert Almora Jr. also
had three hits and scored two runs for Chicago, which won
for the third time in its last four games. Anthony Rizzo
added two hits and an RBI, and Zobrist chipped in two
RBIs and two runs scored. Joe Mauer homered, drove in
five runs and had three hits, and Eddie Rosario and Mitch
Garver each had two hits for Minnesota, which lost for the
sixth time in its last eight games.

RAYS 3, ASTROS 2
Wilmer Font carried a shutout into the sixth inning

before departing with an injury, and host Tampa Bay took
advantage of Houston’s shorthanded lineup in a tight win.
Font (2-3) surrendered just one hit and one walk through
five innings before issuing a free pass to Astros center
fielder Jake Marisnick leading off the sixth. Then, in the
middle of his at-bat with third baseman Alex Bregman,
Font suffered a strained right lat and departed leading 3-0.
Right-hander Diego Castillo entered in relief of Font and

surrendered a two-run homer
to Bregman. But the Astros,
without Carlos Correa (back),
George Springer (rest) and Yuli
Gurriel (paternity) in the start-
ing lineup, would score no more
in having their 11-game road
winning streak snapped.

ANGELS 7, ORIOLES 1
Mike Trout and Martin

Maldonado both hit solo
homers, and Los Angeles
cruised to victory at Baltimore.

The win snapped a six-game losing streak for the Angels,
while Baltimore now has lost six in a row. Trout gave the
Angels a quick lead when, as the game’s second batter, he
homered to put them up 1-0. He ended a 13-game streak
of no extra-base hits and got back into center field after
playing nine straight games at the designated hitter due to
a sprained right index finger.

BREWERS 8, REDS 2
Chase Anderson gave up one run and two hits in six

innings, and Keon Broxton hit two home runs and drove in
four runs in just his third game of the season as Milwaukee
won at Cincinnati. The Brewers got their second straight
win to start the four-game series and are 7-1 against the
Reds this season, including winning the last seven. Brewers
outfielder Ryan Braun left for a pinch hitter in the seventh
as the result of lower back tightness.

BRAVES 5, CARDINALS 1
Johan Camargo and Dansby Swanson each had three

hits to support the six scoreless innings thrown by Julio
Teheran and give Atlanta a win over host St.  Louis.
Camargo was 3-for-5, and his one-out double in the
eighth against Jordan Hicks split the gap and drove home
two runs to give the Braves some breathing room.
Swanson was 3-for-4 and drove in Camargo with a single
against Greg Holland. Teheran (6-5) bounced back from

last week’s ineffective start against Baltimore to fire six
shutout innings. The right-hander allowed two hits and
two walks and struck out four. He retired 10 straight bat-
ters from the second through the fifth inning.

BLUE JAYS 3, TIGERS 2
Justin Smoak hit a two-run homer, Marcus Stroman

pitched seven strong innings to earn his first win of the
season and Toronto defeated visiting Detroit. The loss
was the 10th in a row for the Tigers, who had a solo
homer from Jeimer Candelario. Stroman (1-5) allowed
two runs, five hits and no walks in seven innings. He
struck out four in his second start since going on the dis-
abled list with right shoulder inflammation on May 11. He
had lost six straight decisions dating to last season.

MARLINS 8, METS 2
Sandy Alcantara took advantage of a six-run third

inning to record his first major league win in his 2018 sea-
son debut, pitching Miami to victory over visiting New
York. Lewis Brinson opened the third-inning uprising with
a solo home run, and JT Riddle capped it with a three-run
shot, providing Alcantara (1-0) all the offense he would
need to snap the Marlins’ three-game losing streak.
Alcantara, acquired from St. Louis in the Marcell Ozuna
trade in December, allowed three hits and walked five in
five innings, but limited the Mets to a single run before

leaving with a 6-1 lead.

RANGERS 11, WHITE SOX 3
Rougned Odor, Robinson Chirinos and Nomar Mazara

ripped home runs in a seven-run second inning, and Yovani
Gallardo pitched 7 1/3 strong innings as Texas rolled to
victory over visiting Chicago. Gallardo (2-0) gave up three
runs on four hits and a walk while striking out seven. Shin-
Soo Choo extended his on-base streak to 41 games by
drawing a leadoff walk in the first inning. Choo’s streak is
the longest in the majors this season and tied with Toby
Harrah for the third-longest on-base streak in club history.

GIANTS 2, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Austin Slater had three hits and a pair of RBI doubles as

rookie left-hander Albert Suarez extended his strong June
run in San Francisco’s win at Arizona. Slater had an RBI
double in the second inning for a 1-0 lead, and he broke a
1-1 tie with a seventh-inning double off Andrew Chafin (1-
3) as the Giants won for the fifth time in six games and the
eighth in 10. Slater was recalled from Triple-A Sacramento
for the fourth time this season last Saturday. Suarez (3-4)
gave up one run on seven hits, but five of those hits did not
leave the infield. He struck out five and walked two, lower-
ing his ERA to 2.62 ERA in six starts this month. Suarez has
not walked more than two in any of his 13 starts this season,
extending his franchise record (since 1913). — Reuters
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Tennis Association
Honorary President Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
President of International Tennis
Federation (ITF) David Haggerty at
his Bneid Al-Qar diwan.

Director General of Public
Authority for Sports (PAS) Dr
Humoud Fulaiteh Al-Shimmari, USA
Deputy Chief of Mission Patricia L.
Fietz, Honorary President of the Arab
Tennis Federation (ATF) Sami Al-
Brahim and other dignitaries were in
attendance. Haggerty was in Kuwait
at the invitation of President of Arab
and Kuwait Tennis Federations
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah
Al-Sabah.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber said the
ITF president makes his first visit to
Kuwait to have a look at the new site
of Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber
International Tennis Compound, cur-
rently under construction, adding the
visit was very productive, as he saw
full presentation for the project.
Sheikh Ahmad added that ITF
President Haggerty said the project is
one of the best projects in the world.
He thanked the President of Tamdeen
Group Moammad Jassim Al-Marzouq
for his commitment and interest he
expressed since the contract was
signed. He said the project is a quali-
tative move of tennis in Kuwait.

He said, as the compound will be
ready by the middle of next year, we
look forward to see the best players
of the world participate in Kuwait
Tennis Open. We hope to attract the
youth and juniors as well as the entire
Kuwaiti family to play tennis, as the
compound have covered courts, and
this is a factor that will attract entire
families. Sheikh Ahmad said the proj-
ect is progressing ahead of schedule
which was scheduled to be complet-
ed at the end of next year, but the
opening will take place in the first
half of next year.

Meanwhile, ITF President David
Haggerty was impressed with the
project saying it is among the best
worldwide, adding that ITF will sup-
port the project through organizing
ITF events here and provide all is
necessary to ensure its success of
such a distinguished facility.

Speaking to Kuwait Times, he said
it all comes together in developing
the future generation of tennis, as

there are certain elements in leader-
ship, we have management, commu-
nications and collaborations, so some
of the important elements sit in the
core of our mission to grow the
sport. He said that Davis Cup and Fed
Cup are premier competitions, it is a
team event, the grand slam of team
sport and the Olympics which we
hold so high.

Huggerty said “one of the best
elements of our ITF 2024 vision is to
take tennis from cradle to grave, in
other words we start the players at a
young age as juniors to play in
national events, then ITF events as
they make their way to circuit events,
then they go to the ATP or WTA
then they are seniors that is when
they come back and play tennis in
ITF senior events all the way up to
age 95.” He added our job is to
ensure that we have over 15,000
competitions, events and tourna-
ments that we run every year.

When asked how he sees Kuwait’s
tennis especially in Davis Cup, he
said “I see great opportunity for
Kuwait to continue to grow and
improve. I think you had a challenge
of not having an indoor facility, and
no place for players to train, while in
Europe it is the opposite, and now
that there is an indoor training and
players will have the advantage of
being able to play year round and be
able to continue and this will help

elevate the level of tennis.
He said “you have good juniors, 12

and under, 14 and under and we need
to take them further up the pyramid
so that they can continue to play and
go to professional carriers and help
the team in Davis Cup.

When asked to comment after
visiting Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber
Tennis Compound he said “amazing,
I cannot wait to come back for the
opening, my minds is just racing from
the great presentation. There are ele-
ments that are considered for this
project, so it will be part of the com-
munity after it is built, and will attract
high level players, whether it will be
juniors or professionals to come to
play here. It is a great atmosphere
with the 5 star hotel that will be
there, as players will not have to
leave the facility and do their condi-
tioning right there at the facility. He
added that with the amount of green
that is interwind within, that makes
you feel as if you were outdoors.
Having the academy there, as well as
areas for fitness, is one of the best
facilities that I have seen, and cannot
wait to come back and be able to see
it when it is completed. Having the
first indoor courts in Kuwait is game
changer for Kuwait juniors and be
able to now think about this as a car-
rier than having to spend a lot of
money to travel to another part of the
world to train for half a year.

BRUSSELS: Toyota has started the
2018 FIA World Endurance
Championship (WEC) season with a
one-two victory in the Total 6 Hours
of Spa-Francorchamps. Sebastien
Buemi and Kazuki Nakajima won the
race for the second successive year in
the #8 TS050 Hybrid Electric Vehicle
(HEV)they share with newcomer
Fernando Alonso, who enjoyed victo-
ry at Spa for the first time since an
International Formula 3000 triumph
18 years ago.

The #7 TS050 Hybrid Electric
Vehicle of Mike Conway, Kamui
Kobayashi, and Jose Maria Lopez
completed a remarkable comeback by
finishing second, just 1.444seconds-
behind, despite starting one lap down
from the pit lane due to a qualifying
penalty. The result marks Toyota’s
17th win from 49 WEC races and its
third at Circuit de Spa-
Francorchamps. Toyota, therefore,
leads both the teams’ and drivers’
World Championships going into the
Le Mans 24 Hours on 16 and 17 June.

“We are very proud of our teams’
performance in the 2018 WEC at
Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps.
Securing the top two positions in this
highly competitive race proves the
efficiency and performance of our
Hybrid Electric vehicles as part of
Toyota’s mission to make ever-better
cars,” said Yugo Miyamoto, Chief
Representative, Middle East and
North Africa Representative Office,
Toyota Motor Corporation.”Toyota
has been pioneering hybrid electric
technology for more than 20 years
delivering not only great fuel efficien-
cy and low carbon emissions but also
an engaging driving experience, and
seamless fun and exhilaration for the
driver. We appreciate and thank our
fans for their continuous support and
look forward to stepping up the
excitement levels in the races to
come.” Hisatake Murata, Team
President, said: “I am very pleased
with our performance during the
week of the race. To get a one-two
after the problem we faced required a
big team effort. I am proud of every-
one for their good work. The atmos-
phere during the weekend of the race
has been fantastic, so I would like to
thank the many fans who visited Spa,
including a lot of colleagues from our
home in Cologne. I hope they enjoyed
the first race of the season. It’s a great
result to start the season, but this is
only a small step towards our big tar-
get; the Le Mans 24 Hours. We have

identified areas to improve, and I’m
sure our rivals have too, so we will be
working flat-out in the next weeks to
be ready for a close fight at Le
Mans.” Following six years of compe-
tition with hybrid vehicles from fellow
manufacturers in Le Mans Prototype
1 (LMP1), this year Toyota takes on a
field of eight private, non-hybrid
vehicles that benefit from the new
regulations for this season, strength-
ening them with 49% more fuel ener-
gy per lap, 37.5% more fuel flow, and
45 kg lighter weight compared with
Toyota HEVs. To compete under
those conditions, Toyota needs to
demonstrate again the development
progress of its Hybrid Electric power
train that has seen a 35% reduction in
fuel consumption at Le Mans since
2012.  The race began under blue
skies, with Sebastien Buemi making a
clean getaway from pole position in
the #8car and gradually extending his
advantage over the competitors.
Meanwhile, Mike Conway took the
#7 car to sixth position by the time of
the first pit stops. By then, Buemi had
extended his lead to over 30 seconds.
However, this evaporated shortly after
the hour mark due to an appearance
from the safety car.

During the resulting 30-minute
delay, Kamui Kobayashi replaced
Mike Conway in the #7 car while
Fernando Alonso took over the #8 for
his first WEC race laps. His first task
when the race resumed was to defend

the lead from competitors, which he
did via a spectacular passing move on
several GT cars on the Kemmel
Straight.

Fernando’s stint was interrupted by
a full-course yellow, but he took
advantage when the track was green
and built a substantial lead, before
handing over to Kazuki Nakajima just
before half distance. The #8 car made
an immediate return to pit lane to
adjust Nakajima’s seat belts and lost
more time with a harmless spin at turn
one. Meanwhile, the #7 car was con-
tinuing its impressive progress
through the field and started the sec-
ond half of the race in second posi-
tion, around a minute behind the lead-
ing #8 car when Jose Maria Lopez
took over from Kamui Kobayashi at
the next pit stop.

The two TS050Hybrid Electric
Vehicles tightened their grip on the
race as the last hour approached, with
Fernando Alonso preparing to take
the #8 car to the chequered flag with
a lead of around one minute over the
#7 car, with Mike Conway at the
wheel. However, another safety car
closed the gap to just six seconds
with 50 minutes remaining.

Fernando Alonso and Mike
Conway stayed at the wheel through
a final fuel stop with 25 minutes to go,
after which the team chose to hold
positions and avoid any unnecessary
risks after over 1,100km of flat-out
racing.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah 
receives president of ITF

NEW YORK: Greg Bird #33 of the New York Yankees hits a home run against the Boston Red Sox in the
fourth inning during their game at Yankee Stadium on Friday in New York City. — AFP

KUWAIT: KTF President Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber (third left) present-
ing the memento to ITF President David Haggerty (second left). Also
seen are Honorable President of KTF Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah
(left), US Deputy Chief of Mission Patricia Fietz, (third right) KTF
Technical Director Abbas Al-Busairi (second right)and Sheikh
Meshal Al-Jaber. — Photo by Yasser Al Zayyat

One-two victory for Toyota at 2018
FIA World Championship


